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PREFACE. 



ever reatl prefaces*, }ou »iiT. Pray 
e by givi!!^ this a slight perusal ; 
ot do til in yuu long, 
re&eut utirk made its appearance 
[ght years siucc, in tiie Boston 

Magazine ; but it was written 
lies of time, and under the pres- 
nueh care and business incident 
rofession ; consequently was in a 
ncorrect. It has now gone through 
m, and is offered to tlie public a^ 
ipLe of how much the human mind 
r, when supported by conscious 
e, and whose every impulse is eon- 
e to the strictest integrity and a 
truth. It may be objected that 
nple will lose its cfTect, as my hc- 
not in the end rewarded for lier 
try patience^ virtue, and forbcar- 
3ut it was because I wished to 
'cry unnatural appearance, that I 
ah to meet her reward in a better 

Characters of superlative e\cel- 
ii'd in the furnace of affliction, 
cngth crowned by wealth, honor-. 



nenced-inimi )o emulate ( 
resenletl, inisli-uds i) b>- 1 

alized : ,li8a,,pointe.I hit 
temporal felicity, „I,cre i, 
that virtue and integrity 
looked by tJie thouglftle/s , 
or left (o pine in obscuritv 

, wise, and ostentatiously pru 
ens in its endearonr, and 
existence of the character 
•»e as chimerical as the ha: 
scnted as its-reward. 

It may be inquired, «D( 
<lie existence of friendshii 
<'ompas8ioii, and that first 
^;|rtnes, Charity ?« 01, no 1 

the most ungrateful of hnmt 
tf Id ; many have been the ins 
I have witnessed of tin's rei 



PREFACE. HI 

iu*ali 18 not a faultless moiijifer : slio 
.es as near perfection as is the lot of 
lanify; but she was credulous, iinpet- 
%m and apt to decide with too much 
eipitation. Yet under all her inisfor- 
iss she is represented as drawins; com- 
i and eousoiation from a source that is 
er fallacious, can never be exhausted, 
slocks up to her heavenly Father ivith 
e and eoniidence, she endeavours to 
ke his laws the rule of her actions. 
I trusts in his promises for her reward. 
10 of common reflection but would pre- 
the death of Sarah, resigned as she 
9, and upheld by faith and nope, to all 
splendors, wealth and honors that 
re ever heaped upon the heroine in the 
t pages of a novel ^ Here let the yount; 
fager8,just entering on the turbulent 
an of life, fix their eyes, and they will 
1 a comforter in disappointment, a sup- 
rtin the heaviest calamity, a safe and 
"e passport to eternal peace. 
Uany of the scenes delineated in the 
lowing work are drawn from real life : 
ae of them have occurred w ithin my ow n 
OMledi^ ; but it was in another hem- 
here, and the characters no lone^er ex- 
Darnley was a proilii^ate ; his crime 
iame his ]»unishment ; for surely no 
\ can be pictured so conij)1ete1y wrcteh- 
as where ffro persons, knowing from 



\ 



uttering on tne \v1u5 01 ju-- 
re, how you select a partn 
•urity of morals and matine 
and, 19 absolutely necessary 
itness of a delicate and Yirtu 
JV^ben once the choice is mai 
levond revocation, rememb 
'brbearance, and in many i 
lilenee, is the only way to s< 

Lie peace. WUUinMm^r 
some YOung friend. J^^J^^^ 
is seldom any so perfectly te 
that instances may occur wU 
forbearance, and silence, maj 
with.good eflfeet. 
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LETTER I. ^.* 

SARMI TO ANNE. ^- '% 

Londm Maif 19, 1775. 

S ! Anne, tlio die is cast— T am a wife. But 
. cli<-ci'f.il briilo, one who looks forw.ird 
lets hope, ])rrha*,)fl never eisistc*!. Voii 
tur^iri^cd, you s»y, to hear to whom I Imd 
ulshecl IDT ]inu(l atul licnrt— leave out the 
, Anu«*, it Itad nothing to do Htth tho tran- 
n. Whr wore vou not here, vou !«av, to 
prevented a union M-hich you arf mornlly ^L^ 
n will not rondnce to my li:(p]>incBS ? You • 
t be more certain of it, than I am ; hut 
eouhl 1 do ? Frederic gone to Tn<1ia ; heni- 
'ound with ptr:-uasive meddlors, who. I am 
thilii !.aU' conxinceil, urpcd me f? thiA 
ire, fr.ni-ful 1 sliouUl he Lnrttiensomc to 
; and I '.was alto told it was necessary 



LUC juui-iic} 1 meuiiaieci oetore you lett£i 
ray finances rcdnoed to a very small porti' 
though raost earnestly entreated to f 
Darnley continuing his visits. I found 
accede to his proposals^ or be thrown 
world, censured by my relations, robbed 
good Dame, and being poor, open to the p 
m^ insults of the profligate. One thing 
.- eniouraged me to hope I might be tolcrab 
py in the union was — though my heart 
strong emotions in his favor, it was total! 
from all partiality towards any otbf r. He 
appeared goo<l humored and obliging; and ' 
his niiud was not highly cultivated, I t1 
time might improve him in that particular, 
ever, I was candid with him ; told him Ui< 
tloii of my heart, and asked if he could b 
tent witli receiving attentions which wc 
only the resnlt of i»riiiftml«» w- »-«- 




of his existence, tn intolantary ejteu- 
nCf thRt I might escape from what OA 

approach seemed mere terrible than 
elf. 

nt Vernon, who had inTited me to her 
lew (lajs preTioas to the one which de- 
t mj fate ; and when she was convineed 
soon have a house of m j own, was Tery 
about dressing me; she observed the 
if my looks, and the redness of my eyes, 
npted to rally me ; my spirits eould not 

I burst into tears, «Oh why !** Mid I, 
my, <*have I given my assent to a 
which ray better reason disappro 
;ar aunt, indeed I do not love this maii|,C^ . 
."— ''Nonsense!" said she hastily, "yotf "'^' 
y romantic girl, you are too young yet 
any thing about love ; many him first* 
learn to lovfe him afterwards " "But 

see one I may like better ?'*— Her 
iHed me — "Impossible," said she, "im- 

a woman whose passions arc kept un- 

dominion of reason, will never let a 
wander to another, when once she is 

though she may not love her husband, ■ .| 
not love another." " I am very ignor- 
s respect," I replied, <* and I hope God 
Ic me to do my fluty in the state I am 

enter." I endeavored to assume a 

appearance when I went down to 
,; Darnley was there; he rose, put a 
lie brcakfakt table, seated himself beside 



1 be, what wiu t*i:wu*M».v —j — . 

in you do; I love you, I cannot live ^ 
i4 aud 1 will compel you to love me ; na 
love me now. A coach was at the d. 
ove to swallow a cup of tea ; it was impo 
e moment was arrived when 1 must « 
ce into the tempestuous aca of wedla 
tde and perish in the flames of calum 
Lh and ignoimny, that would burst u] 
om all sides. I rosa hastily ; Darnlcy 
^c coach, my aunt and her daughter 
i At the church we met two gcnilcn 
». mother of Darnley. I strove to repi 
motions us I knelt befor,* the altar ; I 
,1. ,;race to fulfil the duties which wou 
nircd of me : Tchps rose to my eyes; 1 
ored to chjise them back to my swelli.) 
succee<lcd, but tUe consequence was w« 
...1 T c..ff^..*.H ihcni to flow ; for just as.t 



liih affeeted girl bj fainting;. The tlcninKe- 
t of mj dress obliged a return Ui my aunt's. 
en I got into mj ebamber 1 begged to be left 
hoar t(» myself to eompose my spirits. The 
-kent I was alone, I threw nnself on 
knees by the bed side, and covering my 
in the bed clothes, gayc a free vent lo my 
I. I cannot describe my feelings. I did not 
' ; I eoold not colUi-t roy thoughts Oh ! that 
old call back the last hour, said 1 — but I can- 
Ihave vowed ; I must, I will submit, 
be remainder of the day was spent at Wind- 
when we returned to town, an elegant sup- 
was provided at Darnley's own house, and I 
placed at the head of the table as \i» mis- 
s. Henceforth it is my home. 1 havu not 
I mnch company. I have beo!i coiiiidi ralily 
ipoicd ; my hectic complaints wave retiirued ; 
18 for a fortnight confined to my ciun.her ; I 
now convalescent Dandcy loves society — I 
t not make his house a dungeon — I will rouse 
elf from (he lethargic t;tupor which hu: for 
« than two months pervaded every itoasc. I 
I may be tolerably liappy if I Jo not uiifully 
X the path that lends to pence. IVrliap;, 
ic, my heart was not furmed to ha ngiliiteU 
Lime violent emotions which some experi- 
e. It is probable the passions so forcibly por- 
ed by the pen of the fabulist, dramatist, oi* 
orian, ai*e merely the chihlrcn of r- raance, 
e\iui only in a hcnted imapiination. Yau tell 
jan 8ha)l not return to England until an* 



said he, whit will promote raj 
than you do ; I loTe you, I canr 
ycHi^ aud 1 will compel you to lov 
do love me now. A coach was 
strove to swallow a cup of tea ; it 
the moment was anivcd when 
once into the tempestuous sea < 
^de and perish in the flames ' 
ich and ignominy, that would 
all sides. I rosa hastily ; I 
10 coach, my aunt and her d 
At the church we met two 
the mother of Damley. I strove 
emotions hs I knelt befor(» the a 
for grace to fulfil the duties whic 
qnircd of me : TcHrs roae to my 
vured to chfue them back to my i 
I succeeded, hut the consequence 
had I suifered them to flow ; for j 
gyman pronounced us man and 
Rushed out wilh blood: mv hat 




Uh affected girl by fainting. The dcrjingc- 
. of my dress obliged a return to my aunt's. 
•n I got into my chamber 1 begged to be left 
loar to myself to compose my spirits. The 
,ent I was alone, I threw myself on 
knees by the bed side, and covering my 
in the bed clothes, gayc a free vent lo my 
u I cannot describe my feelingB. I did not 
; I eoald not collvit my thoughts Oh ! that 
lid call back the last hour, said 1 — but I ean- 
Ihave vowed ; I must, I will snbmit. 
le remainder of the day was spent at Wind- 
when we returned to town, an elegant sup- 
was provided at Darnley's own house, and I 
placed at the head of the tabic as ka mis- 
L Henceforth it is my hunie. 1 Iihvu not 
much company. I have beeii conniderably 
poacd ; my hectic complaints Ijavc relnnied ; 
I for a fortnight confined to my chaniher ; I 
low convalescent Daniley loves society — I 
: not make his house a dungeon — I will rouse 
ilffrom the lethargic stupor which ha: for 
3 than two months pervaded every sense. I 
I may be tolerably happy if 1 Jo not wiifuily 
the path that lends to peace. Perliap?, 
c, luy heart was not furiueii to be ngilistcd 
liMc violent emotions which some expvri- 
'. It is pi*obablc the passions so forcibly por* 
ed by the pen of the fabulisit, dramatist, oi* 
M-ian, ai*e merely the children of pi-manee, 
e^ist only in a heated imagination. Ywi tell 
yon ahall oot return to England until an* 



1.STTSR II. 

ANNE TO ELENOR. 

London, JV* 

SEAS KISAV, 

I AM pleased to find by your faTOi 
ISthy that you are pleased with your : 
The pleasure I enjoyed in your soaiet 
our joumej from Brussells, and our littl 
across the ehannel, has made me anxiou 
serve the esteem of a person so am 
*hsvej)0 doubt but Lady M- 



r my own coantry women, in ahnoit eievj 
«t ; especially where the education of the 
( mind is concerned, and where the futare 
inetsand respcctabilitj of life depends great- 
. the morals, manners and general habiti 
me with whom the early period of youth 
It I am delighted with the viyacity of the 
ch ladies ; I am convinced their manners 
nore captivating tlian those of the English ; 
rhile I have been charmed by their wit, aU 
fascinated by the very high polish of their 
lers ; I could not help llScretly wishing it 
leen tempered and corrected by the modest 
ye, the iiiobtruNTe delicaey, which always 
ictcrises a well bred English woman. Yoa, 
lear madam, by a long residence abroad^ 
most agreeably blended the vivacity of the 
with the chaste propriety of the other, and 
perfect knowledge of the French and ItaliaD 
ii^es, joined to an extensive knowledge of 
own, renders you a very able instructor in 
I presume you will accompany the family 
wn after Christmas, when I shall have an op- 
inlty of renewing an acquaintance bo picas- 
commenced, and which I trust will ripea 
a lasting friendship. Hut in the mean time^ 



oaehing storm, while there is one ^ 
Bsliine left, I think it possible she tm 
mfort from various sources, M-hich the i 
discontented mind M'ould entirely oi 
id be moi'e than contented where anothc 
: little less than wretched. 
Mrs. Darnley ^^ie daughter of a gei 
ho held a post un^r government which 
im above a thousimd pounds per annni 
Mt her mother'^t a veij eaHy period, 
ithcr's household was conducted by a 
ister of her father^s, forbidding in he 
'igid in her principles, and harsh and ui 
n her manners. She had herself enjo^ 
)f the advantages of a polite education, 
aud asserting at all timis, that if a won 
read, write, execute various needlewor 
intend domestic arrangements, under: 
etiquette of the dining table, and draw' 
knew how to give every peison the 
«ln«e. and pay them the proper dcgi 



li 

hough wouderfuly was only Iaaghc«I at 
8CX, f(ai>c<l uml Hhunncd by the other, 
"or so I shall call her, shewed early talents 
lie and drawing, and was dchghted with 
the he&t English poets. I have heard 
icr ssiV, that at ten years ohl, she read 
')p:-it.>ly, and seemed fully to comprehend 
)euuties of Pope's Homer, Drrden's Vir- 
1 other works of ihe same tendency ; 
• and Shakespeare were great favorites 
r. Sarah is an only child : she inherited 
T mother a small patrimony, about fifteen 
1 pounds. It was in the funds, and the in- 
.-(■idd have Loen suuloicut to keep her at 
Incited school, but her father had au 
-(.rsion to schools; she was therefore at- 
by mastei*s in all the pf»litc bi-anchcs, her 
iviinicnted her ab.mt cco;iomy, sewing, 
Ing r.rislin, &c. Ktc.bt t t!ie larger ]»ai*t of 
Cj (her father being engaged in business 
is'.uT, her aunt in scolding the ser- 
.!re ■'sii:!.'", t\!nl payiu;; or reeei\ing visits), 
wa;* l.fl lo.aniuse he; self with th« ser- 
.r rcu'l anv l.o;iks wl.ich her father's li- 
i[f:r«ie.!, ur i.li;.»iee ibr^-w in lur way, 
: ui.y o.K to din vl her choice, or correct 
Lc. I'osst G-ed of an r.rvlcnt inia/uiation, it 
-'.iv bv. eoKCi'.ved tlu.t wciksof fancy were 
ill u. «:onir.ion pleasure : but this was not 
rst ; "^'le i '. ;ul booUs of religious contro- 
iioi' uid lii'.' pcrnici'.us Ttritlugs of t'asbioa* 
'.'[Xici if^t r.\}i.\ Her n:j:n!, cagur in the 



i 



"*:«;;.., yes eontr«y«*- 
they ..eh in turn. V^^^^^, 

f,rher.ge.introduced.ntoihe 
V=eome» early accu.tomed to th 

^etim to the sentiment.. «.o.e 

i„ het soul, before re..on an 
t.ve power to counteract and T 

in^uL. of youth WP";-"- 
7. temperature easUy oaUe 

c«Jd not have escaped con 
:^„e. to which she was t. 

Her father was not a man of 

Lad supported a '""^ " ' 
roars, and was frequency s 

iake his daughter «. h hm.. 
woman. B«t Sarah's soul n 



STer be the leading trait in her eharaeter. 
irms just turned of thirteen when I became 
linted with her, and though there were seTen 

difference in our age^ her sense was so ma* 
.9 her conTersation so superior to the gen- 
f of women, even at a more adyanced pe* 
that I courted her friendship, obtained it^ 
iound her tender, ardent, and sincere, (if I 
be allowed the expression,) eyen to a fault. 
II7 unacquainted with the world, she beliey« 
to be such as the books she had read repre- 
d ; she believed eyery profession of loye oaf 
tl made to her, and would giye her last far- 

to rclieye an object of distress, without 
ig to inquire whether the distress was feigned 
:al. I have said her father was dissipated ; 
AS, besides, thoughtless to a superlatiye de« 
in his expenses, so that when Sarah had 
led her seveateenth year, inyolved in debt, 
ely blamed by his friends, and deserted 
8 dissolute companions, she saw him depriT- 

his place, the duties of which he had for 

time scandalously neglected. About six 
hs previous to this deplorable change in her 
jon, Sarah had buried her aunt ; and when 
sther^ to avoid his creditors, went df to In- 
he found herself east unprotected ooiy^ 
I, for having declared her retoluti^to 
late the most pressing of her father's debts, 
Domcnt she could sell out money suiBoient 
he. purpose : her relations declared their 
probation of a conduct which they pUinlj 



»fSM< 



can oblige nie to pay these sums, ana i 
retaining^ ray little fortune, I shall be BM 
m dependenee ; but one of my fathei'^s en 
8 is a poor tradesman, who has a large faq 
children and a siek vife ; another is a wid^ 
very depressed circa m stan ces ; what ri 
?c I to retain my fortune, while they, wh 
.ual property I have helped to waste, are dri 
extreme necessity, when by paying them "n 
lawfully thi'ir due, I restore them to a stat 
niparative comfort." This argument was 
iswerable ; I did not attempt to dissuade 
lie sold out a thousand pounds at a cons dei 
iss, paid those she thought were most in ] 
f the money, and remitted the remainder tc 
ither. If you still feel interested in my n 
ive, I will renew It in a short period ; but d 
txnect any romantic scenes, flaming lovei 
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LETTER III. 
ANNE TO ELENOR. 



London, Dec. 19, 1775. 

YOU flatter me hy the satisfHction jou express 
•tthe receipt of my last. 1 am at once gratified 

fhj the praises bestowed on my friend, and the 
•pprobAtion you so delicately conveyed, of the 
A tt^le of the narrator ; for I will frankly own I 
rpouess H good portion of that self love, which 
I oaeaaions my heart to dilate with pleasure, when 
I lam applHudcd by those whom I respect, and of 
^ vbose discriminating judgntent I have an high 

Opinion. 

^ Sarah hnving thus discharged those duties 

I vhjeh the strouj; sense she entertained of moral 

ftctitudc imposed on licr, begun to think of 

iqroc method toenlnrpfc her income by industry, 

and thus prevent her becoming tnmblesome to 

her friends; I earnestly entreated her to live with 

I ae, but in Tain. **What is the reason,** said she, 

' "that I must not be allowed to support myself? 

I Why thould I become a charge to you ? It is 

kind of you to offer it, but what rii^ht have I to 

^ avul myself of your generosity ? when 1 have 

, * health and abilities to rendor myself indepen- 

[ dent ? You have a mother to support, and not 

the moat plentiful fortune to do it with ; } ou have 

also a brother who can always find employment 

w for mny little sums yon have to spare ; continue 



Her plan was to get recorameDdeti 
in a boarding school. Her aunt stror 
it — "J wonder, Sarah," said she 
day, **3'ou liave not more pride, 
willing to live in a state of servii 
ashamed, I blush for your mcannes 
*'l should have more cause to blush 
aunt," she replied — "\rcre I, with th 
I have received, to become a useless 
my friends. That is poor pride indee* 
avoid active employment, sinks inl 
t>cing, who, to purehase the neeesss 
roust cringe to a benefactor, take 
place in the room, never speak but w 
to, and be required to perform fifty 
ces, which, were that being in any 
state of dependence, would be rejcctt 
dain.** Mrs. Vernon colored dcepl 
rah was allowed to follow her owe 
young women, whose mind was so h 





I stmctliing of the failuoniible ncHlcwork ; iinil 
J^fteie were the vast stock of quuliflcations with 
vliieh she presumed to take upon lierscU' tlic 
Cire and instruction of young latliet. She had 
teen brought up in rather a low 'walk in life ; 
hid married a reputable tradesman, and at tlic 
ige of forty-ftve, was left a widow, with very 
litfla provision, but a house full of handsome 

ffvniture ; for haring been of an expensive turn, 
■he had found means to dissipate money as fast, 
lad sometimes faster, than her husband could 
tetumulate it. She had one daughter rather 
SMfc aeooroplishcd than her mother, for she 
coDld play on the harpsichord, and make flili- 
'^ Sree. Mrs. Harrop was advised to take a school ; 

* lad, as in seminaries of this kind, the teachers 
'^ have all the care and labor white the governess 
f takes all the credit to herself; her want of abili- 
' lieiy either natural or acquired, was no obstacle 
I to her following the counsel. They had been 
' settled in a very fine situation about five miles 
L from London, nearly three years, when having 
I lost their head teacher by her accepting a more 

* sdtantageous offer, Mrs. Ilurrop heard of Sa- 
i rah's deMgn, and having had her character very 
I favorably represented by a gentleman who was 
i iatimate in her father's family, she made appli- 

eation to her to take the superintendance of the 
\ school, ller offers were lilicrai, and Sarah hav- 
ing consulted me, determinetl to wait on the 
• lady, to settle iirelimiiiaries ; and I, fearing ray 
/young cuthublnsfic friend would engage to per- 



i^ii » luiure me. you have observe 

of Sarah's carriage-^nt that period 

conspicuous than it is at present. A 

she supposed herself not treated wil 

spect by those whose wealth or siti 

gsve them a fancied superiority, i 

into something like hauteur / but t 

ahe was ever affable, and to her ii 

manners were so sweetly conciliatin 

they forgot the disparity custom ai 

made between them, the affectioi 

her conduct inspired, never permit 

, treat her with improper familiarity. 

was always the habit of a woman of fi 

out tho smallest affectation of finery. 

to visit a school during the hours of 

be an interruption, I ordered it so 

at Mrs. Harrop's, about twelve o'c 

Julia received us with a proftksion of « 

were conveyed tluther in a handsome 

and I made my own foot boy moiiBt 



19 

(•I ntDfJi ; I perceircd her mistHkei aiUi siniplj rr< 
^1 pfiecl we wished lo speak with Mim. llarrop on 
■I pirtieulur buflinefcs. She imincdi^ti'W i-ose, an«l 
tfl Mid ihe would inform her ninmiua, who would 
••A tmam to receive our onlcrs, and left the room. 
tri I laagfiedy Sarah smiled, and observed, thut she 
itl VM vondrout |ioliie. Yes, my dear, said I, a 
!a\pMt deal more so, than she would have been, 
tl hid slie guessed the nature of our business 1 1 ere' 
R we were iutermpted by the lusilidg of silk, and 
lii Madam la Govenanie entered in all the vunse- 
j fNwee of rich padusoy, lace ruffles, and an cnor- 
Aoaa head, where gauze, wire, pompoons, and 
ribbon, atrove for pre-eraiuenoe. She was a Uill, 
r^ Basculiue figure, dark cmiiplexioncd, her chi-eks 
rl jut lightly tinged with best vegetable run;;;*.', 
-l l^Y^ black eyes, and very strong brows of the 
it itmc oolor, meeting over her nose, which was 
^f ioelined to the aquiline. "Pray be seated, ladies,*' 
fl laid ahe, seating hcraelfat the same time, *<I am 
:* extremely honored by this visit, and I \:o\n-, nputi 

Itlie inapcetJon of the work, Ccc. that huh been 
eieauted in the school, you wiil bt* so f.-r Mitisfi«.d, 
* as to give me the pfefc-rcncc, in the pLicinj^ any 

Ijouug lady fi*om home for the purpoAo uf eduua- 
tkm. To be sure, I have unfortur..itwl> lost my 
\ head teacher s but I have great hope («f having 
. herplaee supplied by a young pei'bou, who has 
! been strongly recommended as a youuj; woman of 
taste, genius, and respectability ; for you know, 
ladiea, we cannot be too cautious who we engage 
ip suob atituatioD.*' I perceived tlie vermiliou of 
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ivorably of her.* 
The broad face of Mi's. Harrop n^ 

he tints of a fall blown pioni. " ] 
she, **cli(l I understand you — this ! 
"Yes, madam/* said Sarah^bowii 
posure and dignity, '*! am the yoi 
whom ynu addressed this letter ; Ife 
petcnt to the business therein menti 
only add, that if I engage in the sit 
strive to discharge my duty coi 
*njpon my word, well to be sur< 
said the confused lady, then risir 
rung the bell, and then seating h 
ly on the sofa, between Sarah a 
dare say, my dear," she oontir 
Sarah, " you will do very well ; 
you had a great deal of taste, 
good natured/* *'I am so, I 
said Sarah, coloring, "when n( 
"Certainly, no one likes to be i 
*• - u«rroi>, a little disconce 



and Georgt Darnley and his mother en- 
Mrg. Darnley had a daughter at the 

whom they had come to yiait. A> I 
to eonverte with Sarah, before she made 
itiTe engagement, I made a motion to go. 
fill see you again in the evening, Mrs. 
," said I. "Permit -me, ladies,'* said 
r, with a respectful bow, **to call up your 
i, and do me the honor," presenting his 
) Sarah ! 'she accepted it, and with a 
ourtesy to the governess, and one more 
fttl to Mrs. Darnley, tripped down stairs, 

Mrs. Ilarrop to explain to her visitor, 
i what she was, at her leisure. Are you 
f No — yon say ! well, but really I am-— 
} be with you, until the next post. 

ANNE. 



LETTER IV, 

ANNE TO ELENOU. 

London, Jan. 4, 1776, 

RETTY good period of time, yon say, f 
kkeu, before I bring Miss Osbom back to 
farrop's, though I only left that lady to %^ 

few hours ride with ray little fnend. 

hate apologies when a person from eHher 
ion or necessity, has been remiss in a 
»oodence ; where indeed is the use of 



ble— and now to proccetl with i 
When T«ung Darnlcy had h; 
the carriage, tlie bow of (irofou; 
aceompanied the action, and t 
in which he remained on the s 
until the carriage drove off*, o 
smile, and ask her if she knew 
and if she did not think him Iin 
sore I don't know,'* answer 
'* whether he is handsome or u, 
him before, and have no wisli 
again." '*I am much mistaken 
** if lie is quite so indiflTerent in 
Tou sgain.*' **Do not let us t 
pf g^rls," said she,wiih a half s 
received the smallest degree of 
from a man in their lives be 
turned the conversation upon IM 
Jolia, the work, &c. '*! am 
said she, '4f I do not shew ther 
ptintios:. at the end of the ne: 
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then gave h«r the ncccBsary hints for not 
^fi||Bging to perform more than her Htrength 
ttf V0iild admit ; the replied, *' that if she was piiiil 
m §ae her time, it would become a dutj not to 
*'l vaite a raoroent, hut to fill it up assiduously for 
4 the benefit of her employer/* We dined with a 
I. friend, and in the evening returned to Mrs. Har- 
"V^ np\ made the neccssar}- arrangements, and 
'^ it was agreed that Sarah should take her n<^w 
-i atnation on the Sat»i\^aj following. 

I She had not long supcnnteiidc<l the school, 
Wfore Mrs. llarrop discovered what a trciisure 
bbe had gut ; the scholars naturally attached 
themselves to her, especially those who had l>een 
^ Mcnstomed to associxte with well bred persons ; 
'I her manners were so gentle, yet commanding; 
'I her layguage and appearance were so supeiior 
to the governess and her daughter, that they 
lared, while they dared not disobey her. But 
this, while it enhanced her value, created a kind 
of en V}' in the bosoms of both the mother and 

I Miss Julia, which sometimes shewed i\/c\f un- 
pleaaantiy ; and when Sarah would give her 
s c^uion, which she often did, contrary to that of 

I these ladies, a degree of fretfulness apparent in 
their answers, would evince their consciousness 
of her superiority; yet though they opposed her 
!' srgaments, tuey generally adopted her plans. 
During her residence here, she was frequently 
seen by (jeorgc Darnley ; his sister was extreme- 
ly attaehoil to her ; his raothcr was pleased with 



> uiefal aoquiremenuk x«.o ..w 

i inanhoed, he shewed a propeDsity foi 
»ivc pleasures, mixed with an unwilling 
roourc them for himself; for dearly ai 
;d pleasure, he Uved monej better ; e 
nc of amusement was joined witli eagen 
t the expense of another. Such a dispos 
i by no means likely to please Sarah ; 
ef pleasures were retired ; she loyed soc 
cod, but did not oflen mix in it, becaus 
il<l not often meet with such as afforde<} 
.isfactton. 

I have mentioned that she had no bn 
here was a young man whom Mr. Osbor 
tucBlod, and got into the navy, by the na 
reikric Lewis; indeed, it was thought b 
er nuSiral brother, but of this her father 
9ivc her any intimation. This young mi 
II tbe fraternal love for her, which a i 
ensc might be supposed to feel for a si>t« 
icr ; he thought her one of the most w 
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'Ottd description ; bat aluf, Frederic was 
itenaot, and what could he do ? His pay 
eelj aafficient to sapportthe appearance 
tlemaB ; and prize money was not to be 
I in the service he had been engaged in. 
jermptedy adieu for the present. 

ANNE. 



LETTER T. 
ANNE TO ELENOR. 

London, Jan. S, 1776. 

CTLY what 1 apprehended, came to 
Sarah, anxious to exert herself for the ail- 
j of her employers, went beyond her 
h, was constantly at her needle or pencil, 
ae cessation of school business might even 
illowed her recreation. She uniformly 
1 visiting any where, except now anJ 
ending a day with me ; her aunt^s faml- 
ending offence at her entering into what 
*mcd a servile employment, were, whcii- 
e chanced to see them, cold and distant ; 
tot therefore likely that she could ren^i 
itisfaction from visiting them ; her oth- 
aintance had, some of them, choben to 
her, and the rest treated her with a 
r familiarity, inquuung into the croi>l"} - 
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other teacher. « «rfer tn ^^^, 

„„ ,a\ue ; tV.»t is. oi " ^.^^^^.^^^ 
„»aa\ y\th persons in h ^.^ 

exercise; »* 7**!,^L roTiust. and 
languor, <i'«*'""y , too riarmingW 

sick i yon '»°t "^t«oLng in « P«' 
v^o«\dbeveryunt«~^^„on 

reply *oaW t>e. gto„> ,r 

^o»Wbcthetossrf»»^ ^^,, 

^-'^^''?p';tronr.ffeetio' 
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hootands more deserving Ilk»n ruy«*If 
nredof ; bat feeling as I do, my dcsolutc, 
cted state, tliougK God forbid that I 
l^ wilful neglect of my health, or any 
kcans, hasten the moment of my release ; 
nnot form the smallest wish that its ap- 
should be retarded/' 

Darnley had, at her mothei's desire, in- 
irah to pass a few months with them at a 
ouse they had at Turnham Green, and 
* daughter should continue her studies at 
nde!' her inspection ; but this, from the 
ration of youiig Uarn ley's pointed assida- 
tc positively, though politely, rejected ; 

I blaiue her. 
ng the many wlio vi^ite*! the school, to 

the improvement of pupils, witom they 
ced there, was Lady Bentlcy ; she had two 
1 sent from the West-Indies to her care, 
I'ing had some slight personal knowledi^c 
h Osborn, during her ffttiier's prosperi- 
'ing that she w»s the prinripal teacher at 
larrop's, gave thatstho.l the preference, 
.liuldeand worthy woman saw witli regret 
ble alteration in her intircsting ccunte- 

**My dear young lady," sr.n' she one day. 



ould such a sitaation be tbaQd, wa 
vith your approbat'ion ?" 

This -was addressing Sarah, iu the 
vas to lead her to whatever was dcfll 
tarted to her eyes, she aeknowU 
3eiitley'« goodness ; the mention of 
lame, accompanied with expressions 
A as so soothing to her heart, that 
igreed to do whatever might he the 
iary fortlie establishment of herhea 
iSeaumont, a widow lady, with two 
)De twelvQ, and the other fourteen y 
VM going for the winter to Bath. 1j 
.bought it would be the very thing 
he lady wanted a companion, who 
ler of the constant care she though 
be paid to g^rls of the age of he 
To be with them at the hovrs when 
;er8 attended them' ; walk with thei 
:hem, read and work with them— all 

Roonmnnf frinnri if ini«nnvAniant' te% H 
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} -WM a wcman of a lively <Iis^p(.?,'i(ion, con- 
ng in her manners, perfectly well bred, and 
kcly to make any pci-son fei 1 a state of de- 
;nce. She was introduced to Sarah, was 
led u'ith her demeanor, and made her such 
as -were honorable to her own lihcral n ature, i 

ighly advantageous to iny f:-icnd. }Mrs. Har- 
•M thunderstruck when she found Miss Os- 
lotually intended leaving her ; yet she could 
at be sensible that her health required it. 
trove to draw her into a promise to return 
* in the spring, but this Sarah was too wise 
«de to. Previous to her taking her jour- 
)he spent three weeks with rae, and Fred- 
>eing with us, the lively parties and exeur- 
he was continually contri\ing« helped to 
re a great portion of her health and cheer- 
Bs. Mr. Lewis himself was much better 
cd with his si sterns situation ; he had beta 
her on a morning visit to Mrs. Beaumont, 
ifta satisfied, that she was a perfectly well- 
woman ; which to a person of ■ delicate 
, is one guarantee for happiness ; for it is ii 
inty, no person accustomed to the forms of 
breeding, and to that suavity of manners, 
I is dictated by a polished understanding, es- 
llj when atcompanied by eveu the amallcst 
>n of good natarcy ean be happy ia the soci- 



Bath, Decent^ 

health than 'be" '^d,„ghte 

,Wiaren,at>dcou ^^jy^^^^ 

tHe«.l*o^'^„',ei„gunhaP 

P"!-'^";;. »re not those «.t 
^»»"", Yet but tl»e genera 

pay «»e »°\_ that I owe t 

T^-'^"* ""rconoeetion f 
tirely to my J 1 i„din 

that! •"'"'".^ kindnesa. 
I voom^i ^4beadio> 
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Lor elcgnntly I danccJ, an«l how finely I v. .- 
complimeiited ; dcscnbc the dresses of huh' th -. 
company, some from memorj, and supply tho 
rest by invention ; tell you of the handsome ineii, 
aod affected women ; but I do so despise the gen- 
eral style of girlish letters, and hear them i!0 
often and so deservedly ridiculed by men of un- 
derstanding, that the very fear of having a letter 
of mine meet the eye of a man of discernment, 
viU ever keep me from writing nonsense. Oh- 
lervc the compliment I pay myself, in supposiit^ 
I oan at any time write sense. Anne, last poju 
brought mc another letter besides your valued 
favor — that Darnley — what dois he write for? 
I vriah he would not trouble hi ui self about mc. 
Hare yon seen Frederic lately ? When docs he 
■ail ? Dear worthy Frederic, how iinxiuus he is 
:.boul my health and ease, how gladly wouM he 
sacrifice all his little earuin<rs to plr.ce luc In 
vhat he ealls independence ? Ilui his it'cas ivul 
mine, on that subject, are di CI- rent ; whlL by 
any lawlablc exertion of my own, [ avoid being 
a builhcn to my frcinds, or a tnx upon society 
in general, I ain, in my own opiuiun, porfcuily 
icdependcnt. 
Last week, Mrs. licaumoat wrnt with a ptirty 
. toClifton, and I'jft me with my Utile cfim'-.aniosiS 
to pass the liwic us I pleased, and a doli'^Iitinl 
time I had. As soon t\:; thu morning Icbsoi.s 
were over, I SHlliod out to tl.i.- lib'ary, pio;ic\ -l 
my&cif with a good quantHy oi book', in ihr ii- 
struclivc yet :n w^a-v^ r*\] \ rii.-l o. : iv:^ .\ n.o 



iDaolenee has girea such a voand 
liilitT, to ray pride, and self lovcj 
membrance embitters all my mora 
ment and reflection. What can I 
said, what action of my life can hi 
leave to hope he might succeed ii 
attempts upon my honor ? Heave 
my heart is not made of inflamma 
is a quiet, rational kind of heart, 
yet fluttered at the fine speeches 
man, or bounded at the pressure o 
ing its vital fluiil to kiss the finger 
ed mine. Yet, these are sensatloi 
described by others ; have read < 
and novels. Perhaps you will sa}' 
suteeeded in awakening these era 
proceeded cautiously. I do nott! 
I believe I Lave a very sure guan 
ing any foolish pussion — I am po 
am proud) very proud — Oh, my 
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L£TT£J» VII. 

ANNE TO ELENOR. 

Zondon, January, 1776. 
TOU perceive by the letter I enclosed in my 
laitf that my young friend's situation was not 
entirely congenial^ ker feelings, though she 
would not complain. Sbe says she i{> proud ; it 
is truej she is so, but it ia that kind of proper 
pride^ which is the safo|;uaid of female virtue. 
I heard fi*om an ac<iuaiiitance, who was at Hath 
at tlie period she was tlierf;,^ Lliat she was an olh- 
ject of admiration, ill natiire and envy. 'I'lits 
you vill say is a strange a.:iei'tioii, yet it was 
actually so. The siniplieity r.iid frankuecK of 
her m^nDer, the bi-ililancv :;•' her \r.:\:\ n-staiiding, 
and hi|3;h cultivation of 1 er lale.Us ^n >de her 
nciety courted by tlic ui'^.n, andrond.ru.! ner an 
object of genci*ai dislLU' to the women, for it is a 
humiliating eirouinstancc to confess, that bcnuty^ 
vit and talents, are by no means possessions to. 
Kcure a friend in our own sex. W.iy is tlds f 
Why do women stiifer thnt degratiing quality 
eovy, to prcdoniiualc ii. their boioms ? Men 
naturally eateem those who nrc most worthy 
' e^e«m ; to be brave, generous, learned, mag« 
niuiimoat, will gain a roan the respect, the 
venermlion of all ; his boclety is cr.urtc<l» hii 
friendship tliought au honor, (vco thouj^h his 
penOB theuldno* he a p«>rfecf modal of iha^poVo 



Superior virtve, or iupenm- • 
To knavei, andfooltfWUl alwi 

And here is no pftitieular lei 
then the vieked, the weak and t 
"who enTj merits they shnre nc 
«equire. But I am running fi*on 

Sarah, so far from being flatter 
tlons of the men, iras, as she 
expresseait, humbled ; the utus 
together -with the irregular \i 
mont kept, rendered the medie' 
Bath waters of no efTeet. Yo 
why did she not decline parti< 
her health ? She did on hei 
familj make an effort to that 
Beaumont, who thought sr 
• --'I «he spirits of her you 



as lici^* Mn. Beaamont wtt angling to 
HFitfa her. Mid she ghonld not be plagued 
theehUdren, stte woald send them to sehooU 
h smiled. The dear children, madam, said* 
are my eomforti 1 1 eould not hare remained 
yoa to long, bad not my heart been strongly 
n towards those interesting yoang ladies, 
honored by yoor friendship, renerate afld 
set your Tirtues, am grateful for the many 
ra yoa have eonfenred on me ; but neither 
health, spirits, nor situation in life, render it 
»er for me to be continually mixing in aeenes 
hieh your rank make yoa familiar, and of 
h you are ao ornament. And this fine flat^ 
g speech, replied Mrs. Beaumoat, is to gild 
tho potitiTe rejeation of my proposal, and 
le know as politely as possible, you are de- 
lined to leave me ; well, I must submit, only 
ne me, should you ever want a friend, you 
be sure to find one in me. When Sarah left 
amiable woman, she presented her with an 
int pocket book, whieh on openings waa 
d to contain a note of fifty guineas, together 
a most affectionate letter, recommending 
to a widow lady, who resided at Islington* 
would be glad to take her as a boarder, where 
miglit enjoy pure air, quiet, and the exercise 
alking, whenever she felt inclined, in a large 
ten. I should have insisted on her going with 
o» some tour of pleasure, but business of an 
ortant nature obliged roe to visit Paris, and 
hpccd with which I was obVi%«4 to \xvi^« f^ 
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L tiis was Mu uuincHsiuii circumtianee 
Sarah, Init i]ie was every waj else so comfor 
hly accoifknuxlated, and reflecting; wherever a 
was, Mrs. Darnley would elaim a sight of risiti 
Ihm-, she made no attempt to rcmoTe. Whils* 
VI Hs dining; u'ith her. wc were g;reatly surpris 
\v the entrance of Frederic LfUwis^ who h 
'c ..II mod unexpectedly from a cruise, and I li 
icr in better 8pirit.». than I other wi:je shoul 
Vom the idea that she had in hira n proper ai 
ii)ocLioii.it«; protector. Ilis ship was cooiing i 
o ))c|i«.i.;rd, to niiJcrgo a thorough repair; I 
oulti y.'^rcS'H'c be enabled to visit lier evei 
u'o 'r iu> jc days, and would, I was certain, 
as^ of iiicrensiug ill health, suffer her to wa 
eitiier medicsl, nor other asbistance, which I 
.id tl:e power of procuring fjr her. She luui 
ro5pect,shouM she be restored to healUifOfbeia 
luced ill a family of rank, as eoverness to ifc 



so 

M aoqtiAiiitiinee wliiek time has ripened into a 
lender etteem, and has laid the foundation of n 
friendly intereoane, wliich I flatter myself it 
iqaally pleasarable to both. 

I reeeived iCYeral letters from Sarah, dnrmi; 
my roaidenee ahroad ; the last I rceeived prevt- 
Ms to my leaving Paris shocked me by an- 
nouneing her marriage with Creorge Dam ley. I 
saclose the letter,* as it will best inform yon of 
her motiTes, her prospects, her feelings and 
kaiielies, at this eventful period. 
Yours with esteem, 

ANNE: 



LETTER VIII. 

SARAH TO ANNE. 

London, June, 1777: 
WHY do you tarry so long from town, dear 
Anno ? Yet 1 need not inquire ; you find health 
and pleanire ih the retired shades of Wiltshire, 
nor encc let your ftiney wander to the smoke,, 
noise, and confusion of Loudon. Not once, do I 
■aiy ? Pardon me, Anne ; you sometimes think 
rn me, mentally inquire how I do, what I am 
about, and whether I am happy. 

* The reader is referred to Letter T. 



severdj Ush asd ridknle my foUiei, for h 
firm opinioDy Anne, that more than h^ tb 
and foUiei with whieh thb soblanarj iph 
plentifally aboundt, owe their origin to the 
of truth, in the interegarse between the ai 
ed atoms with which it is peopled $ erer 
that can disgrace humanitj, is dignifiec 
some specious name, and decorated with 
tinsel finery, that it almost assumes the a] 
nncc of a virtue. Why can we not speak 
openly avow the detestation we feel tov 
deviation from rectitade, and treat proflig 
all kinds, with the contempt it desenrea. 
this is not proceeding in a direct line wit 
story I was abouttocommence; no matter, 
iners say there is more pleasure in traven 
ing, when by dexterous management they 
in safety the intended port, than in proa 
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is the great lord of creation^ aud expect 
aimplj rational companions to bow vith 
siioD, «nd acknowledge their lupremacy. 
Dfuroley, wai at his dab. Mary Mel- 
had past the evening with me ; she is 
iiit of two or three months to Damley's i 

ir, and having a bad head aohe^ had retired 
I had played until I was weary, and was 
i; iQ a kind of listless half sleep and awake 
er, when a single rap at the street door 
me start; the servant, who was sitting up 
) kitchen, ran to the door, but had the pre- 
in to put the chain across before she opened 
■Does not Mr. George Darnley live here ?" 
I faint female voice. Betty replied in the 
lative. *<Is he at home ?*' asked the same 
''No,'' she replied, '*bat my mistress is. *' 
ir mistress, what, Mr. Damley's mother ?" 
, bis wife." *<Hi8 wife ?" she exclaimed shril- 
ind seemed choked with an hysteric affoe- 
— then pausing a moment or two, she said, 
am to blame— I have business of impor- 
;, young woman, to transact with your mas- 
pray give him this letter, and request him 
o fail coming early in the moming, to the 
s I have mentioned, for I am come off a long 
ley .fatigued, ill, distressed, and can only look 
,m for comfort and repose.'* At every scn- 
e the agitated female uttered, I bad drawn 
er and nearer the head of tlie stairs, and when 
had finished the last, was actiiully half way 
n, but before I could speak, she was goncig 



even the case, as she is now sitaated, she 
better be nnder my protection, than thrown 
tirely on his." Mr. Damlej at that mor 
culled me ; I went with him, gave the reque 
i-.ivilation ; it was accepted, and last evening 
became an inmate of mj family. Her pe 
is fine, though she is past thirty ; her man 
grucefal, and her mind highly aceemplis 
I hope and trust the world have censured 
unjustly. I shall be anxious to hear from 3 
write soon, for yomr approbation is, next to 
of my own heart, of the utmost importanee 

SARA! 



T.F.TTF.R TX. 
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^penned them, tlmt all is not right in the family 
of our friend, t am angry with Darnlcy ; be ha9 
led his wife into an improper connexiooi and I 
MroDgly suspect his motives are not saeh as 
Wbulfl bear a strict scrutiny. I am not better 
pleased with the officious mcihiring of Miss Mel- 
bourn. She might, and indeed ought to have 
hinted to her counn, the impropriety of his in- 
trodaeing a woman to his wife whose character 
,1 was auspicious; and who had been sent into 
France by her husband, because he had reasons 
to. suppose that too great an intimacy subsisted 
between ber and Darnlcy. This, 1 say, would 
haye been a duty ; but she ought by no means 
to have awakened suspicions in Mrs. Damley's 
bosom derogatory to her husband's honor. "QlMre 
might have been methods taken to have shamed 
bim oul of his foily, (not to give it a harsher 
name,) without interrupting the peace of his 
wife. I do not think Sarah is of a jealous tcm« 
per, but the inuendos of Maiy Mclhoum 
Blight awaken suspicion ; and where suspicion is 
onee ealled into action, every word, look and 
movement is considered through a fulsc mcdiuni« 
and even the most innocent, construed into 
firoofa of guilt. I am convinced that more than 
half the uneasinesses that subsist between mar- 
ried persons have originated in meddling friends 
of eitiier sex ; but to our shame, I must own, I 
**l fcalieye our own sex more addicted to this fr>lly 
>^| Hum the otlier. Let persons think what they 
""L t»Blly VBleis they have pi*oofs beyond the [kmsI- 



ca»e, there is no fear of lacerating th« 
the person to whom the information 
yet wounded pride will often, nay, pc 
tener, lead to fatal consequences than 
atfection. 

This Mrs. Ilomain bears the c1iarA> 

very artful woman. Her husband was f 

mlin, and she herself, having been edi 

that country, had imbibed much of that 

aiW^ppancy which frequently oharact 

women cf that nation. Her mind is oa 

but it did not in early life reccive^a pro 

She had no kind parent to restrain the er 

of her vivacity, to teach her to keep hei 

under the subjection of reason and religic 

ui'al eonsequenoe followed ; the former 

her into imprudenoies, the latter plun 

into guilt. I say guilt, because there ii 

son to doubt of her criminal intimacy wi 

ley The summer before be became ae 

with Sarah, this woman hskd a anuill hra 
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at visits ill tlie ncigliborliood, invited litrr 
IiouKe, and an intiiiiacr ensued. Mr lto< 
WH8 considernbiy older than herself, but i 

action to her wus evident ih all his actions, 
ift'uronoc in tlieir age was not so great at ^ ?'i 

ke their union appear preposterous ; he i|#i 

have been fifteen years the elder ; but he 
man whom any >vom:tu iui};ht respect, and 
treated by him as his wife ever was, whom 
dd, one would ini»glne, bu next to injpos^- 
)t to love. Me was sensible, had the maa- 
)f a gentleiran; was of au easy temper, 
nbounded benevolence. Mrs. Kooiain, at 
me she became iutiniatc in Mr. Darnlev'a 
', was the mother of a fine boy, and oii the 
:' again becoming a parent. Indulged bj H 
lusband, to whom she owed every things, ia 
wish of her heart, adored, caressed ; never 
;ed ; is it not vonderful that she could be 
praved, as wilfully to thi*ow from bcr this 
HUstible mine of happiness, and court ruia 
ifamy ? I write not from hear-say ; I write 
iiicontestible proofs. My mother's sister 
in the next hcmse, and was unwillinglj 
a party in the scene of confusion whiek 
ved the discovery of her lapse fi*om virtue. 
Roraain having confi<led some papers to her 
when first he began to fear Ins wife's afl'cc- 
wei*c estranged from him, without mea- 
ig his suspicions ; when those suspicions , i 

fully confirmed, relieved bis almost break- j 

icart, by relating mauj ciroamstanoeft whioli 
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hence they did not return until day light in the 
oming. 

In October, Mrs. Darnlej and her family re- 
rned to London, but George found rarious 
'etenees for sleeping in the country, and at 
ngth they were so lost to all sense of propriety, 
at be passed every night at her house, nllegiiig 
' way of excuse, that as the nights grew long, 
e was afraid to sleep aloiic in a house so far 
t>m town, to which place, her health and that 
her infant, (who was indeed extremely iudis- 
wed) would not permit her to return. 
Thus the autumn, and almost the whole win- 
r wore away : in February, Mr. Romain came 
lexpectedly home. It was eTcning when he 
rived, and expressed some aslenishmeut nt 
eiug George Darnley there, quite in a family 
rjr, for as it was late, he had his slippers on. 
It whBterer he might think, he said hut little. 

few days after his arnval, he called on my 
nt, and putting a packet of papers into her 
nds, rcqueste<l her to keep them until he call- 

for them, saying, they were of great eonac- 
encc, aud he would not have her part with 
era to any person whatever. 
My aunt had vc:y little commerce with Mrs. 
)main, hut now and tlicn, she would come of a 
9mirg, and sit an hour or tvio when the 
^ther prevented her from making longer ex- 
rsions, or perhaps, whon she wished to ovoid 
y company whom site had reason to think 
Hild call at that time, la ooe of these chaneo 



4Miiif wiiu IIH8 iivcu ail iier iiic iii a c 
liough she is not a nun ; he only wani 
tiere, that she rpaj be a spy upon my c< 
nd when he makes a journey, he may i 
ito the stupid nunnery j for he says no 
tight to.remain in society, receiving ant 
isits, and going to poblio places, when 1 
'and is aUsent." 

'Sly aunt could make no reply to au 
oark, she had thought herself that Mrs. 
rould have shewn most pmdencc by re 
nore at home, and not admitting young 
o be so constantly with her : she had 
ter conduct very reprehensible, but she 
ipon such intimate terras as could aut 
eroonstrance, which, however, delieatel 
»r friendly designed, might have been 
ropertinence. 

Mr Roroain had been home but a she 
vhen the death of their youngest child 
o recal the mother to some degree of re 
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\f\% suited the levity of her dispoHttlon. 
mile someacqaaiotatices wiih woraenof 
epntation ; lier husband reraoDOtnttefl, 
as incorrigible, and persiHted even in 
wiili them in public. Tiiis hiiHtened hit 
»ns lor H removal, though in the mcAn 
harbored the most tormenting ftuspi- 
se suspicions were at length fully con* 

late one evening, my aunt was jtwt 
to retire for the night, when Mrs. Ko- 
)per servant came running into the 
(i with a terrified aspect, begged her 
ler mistress, wliom she believed was 
There has been drendful work at our 
**am,'* said the young woman, **b«t 
gs you will come in." My aunt threw 
1 hastily, and followed the maid. She 
. Homuin pale, and dreadfully agitated, 
cv a jiofa, on which lay his imprudent 
rived of sense and motion. ''C^me, 
snid he. in a voice almost choaked with 
^ paKsions, "come, and do something 
happy woman, whom fear, shame, and 
r an unworthy villain, whom I have 
•piM] out of my house, have thrown in- 
latioij." They applied volatilea to her 
pies, and wrists, loosened her clothes, 
out half an hour, she began to have 
•Uection : the moment she saw her hos* 
o had been, spite of his injuries, anx- 
duous about her, while in a slate of 
ty ; she raised her haods^ clasped them 



«■ )iis study. Mrs. Uomtiiu was icd t 

cliarober ; she spoke not a word, bu 
flowed so violentlj, that it appeared 
rical affection. They pi*e vailed apon li 
some wine and water, into which the} 
drops ot' a composing nHlure, which m 
sent ibr from lier own house ; this, in a 
stilled tlie agitation of her frame, an- 
morning, she dropped into a broken 
A^daylight, Mr. UomHin sent a reques 
to mjr aunt ; she went to his study, g 
servant a ctrict charge not to quit her 
*'You see, madam,*' said he, as ray 
Icred, "a man almost driven to distra 
tiie infidelity of a woman he adores ; 
brought you those papers some few wee 
1 had great reason to suppose my wife 
feited her good name, and made a sa 
my honor on the altar of illicit passion 
picked up a paper folded in the form of 
bnf uitlirt"* oi'»» 
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It expressed a strong desire to be rclctied from 
the fetters which bound the writer to one, and 
let her at liberty to devote herself to the other ; 
offer to quit her legal protector, and go to 
any part of the world with her paramour; con- 
doding with saying, she could take with her pa- 
pers, which would secure her iodependenee. 
This, I imagine, referred to the writings of an 
•state, which, previous to our marriage, I had 
settled on Jcssey. 1 shewed her this diabolical 
paper; but she denied all knowledge of it, with 
such asseverations, and resented my suspicion! 
with aU'-h an appearance of conscious innocenee. 
that I almost doubted the evidence of my own 
senses, which had nc^ioed familiarities between 
kerand IHndey, which were very unbeeomiog a 

I ▼irtaous, married woman. Determiuefi to put liie 
writings mentioned beyond her reach, I placed 
them with you. The deatli of our poor little 
girl, whose decease I now rejoice in, as she waf 
aiiatched from the obloquy which ever attends 
the daughter of a vicious mother ; I say, madam, 
the death of her child made some alteration ia 
her conduct, which was very pleasant to ne i 

i and 1 began to hope she would see the folly and 

\ gvilt of her past behavior."— 

Elenor, I know you arc interesttd in this nar* 

i^ ratire, but I must drop my pen for the present. 
It is a beautiful evening, and my charming little 
friend Sarah waita at iha door ia a eoaehs to 
take lae to Kensington gardeaa. Adieu ! 
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ftkk agmia Bpeaking. '*Last night, nad: 
fiUallj eoDtinoed, all my raipiebas « 
toffer me to remain silent concerning 
to which I was an excrucii^ting witness, 
inio the room, with a horsewhip in 
(for I had rode from town,) and road 
honorable reptile feel its lash pretty 
It is my firm resolution never to lire 
Iwt'Jessey again ; hut I will not exp* 
tlw world. I wUi not drire her from n 
M. doing, plange her into the abyss of i 
infamy ; I am resolved to protect her a 
will. I have feared, and I am now < 
that a liying witness of her defection wi 
Bat my friends ia France will know i 
what has passed, and I will place her i 
▼ent at St. Omer's, where- my sister 
from ehoiee many years a boarder ; her 
remain until the unfortunate little bein 
Kght. I will then consider what is 1 
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> proeeeda. I think it vili bo best not to 
kj of our pi*eBent domestics, as thcj are 

> well Boq[iuunted with JeneyB frailtj ; I 
snt to the inn for t post ehaise, and mnit 
to go and prepare the uahappj wooMUi 

• reraoTal." 

fttint retarned to Mrs. Bomain ; she fouD^ 
ake and rising. It was an awkward tadL 
-m her of her husband's resolution. 8h« 
i'ith her faee from my aunt while she was 
)g ; but when she found sho wai silent^ 
•Bed and thus addressed : ''I am obliged 
madam, for the t.ouble you hare taken t 
rstand jou have been in the house all night | 
lave no doubt but it is to your advioelows 
utly determination of Mr. Romain. I 
snfess I think you have been nnneecssarilj 
ts, and must beg the few moments I hara 
y in my house, I may remain unmolested.** 
he was speaking, the chaise drove up to 
or, and Mr. Homain entered the room. 
J, roadaro," said he to his wife in a selema 
<*g^ive orders to your servant to puck up a 

• of « lothes, and do yon prepare yourself 
)uriicy ; breakfast is rei%ciy in the parlor | 
rora your drawers wUui you want, and 
rlivcr your keys to this lady,^who will take 
lat every tl.ing is sent after yoo."* "Sir,"* 
c ill H haughty tone, <'Ido not ehoose that 
■auger should have the liberty of ezamlnhig 
iM era." *<lf, madam,** he replied, in nUrm 
ointed manner, "yoa have any thhig in 
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. must depart within tne n^^ 
A few tears forced themselvei down li 
while in an unsteady ▼oice, she bcgge 
alone ten minutei ; her request wa 
with ; she then eafne down stairs, wii 
appearance of composure, habited rei 
joamej. She drank a cap of ehoi 
difReultj ; and, when her husband inq 
was read J to go, arose from her se 
•*No— neither ready nor willing ; bu 
Iileasure, and I must obey/' ' 8he tr 
she could scarcely stand ; the col 
cheeks, and it was with unequal s 
Vosom that throbbed almost to sufT 
•he seated herself in the chaise, 
drtw up the glasses ; and a few h 
out of England ; to which, had she 
she would never hare returned. ' 
stances, being made known to me 
too late to prevenl Sarah from 
— **»«*h, I greatly fear, will 



im. aftd ker, in a manner that will not be r^rjr 
uing. 

frt Damley, at present, seems inclined to 
nk all the reports which she has heard, were 
jQndless. Jessey, (as I shall heneefnrih eall 
r,) is a speeious woman ; very insinnaling in 
;r manner ; and mj dear Sarah, with all her 
ood sense, is very credulous, and open to de- 
eption ; bat I do earnestly hope that the film 
vill not fisU from her eyes on this occasion ; for 
what situation in life is more mortifyiu^, than 
that of a neglected wife ? A knowledge of 
treachery on the part of her husbknd, would 
awaken all her resentment. 1 know her, she 
would never reproneh hira ; she would never con- 
sider his breach of duty as an apology for any 
failure of her own She would continue immove- 
able in the path of rectitude ; but such an exer- 
tion would cause her many bitter tears ; and her 
sufierings would be more poignant, bee- use she 
would conceal them in her own bosom, and wear 
the mask of serenity over a lacerated If^rt. I 
shall let you know what discoveries I make ; I 
■hall not be inquisitively prying, but I filiall cb- 
■erre and draw conclu*>ions from those observa- 
tions, not to gratify any impertinent cnriosify, bnt 
In order to guard the peace of the invuluable 
Sarah. 

London, at this period, is not very pleasant ; 
Darnlcy talks of taking a lodging at Islin;{ton 
I think I see through his plant ; his wife aequ 
esecs iu all tiint he proposes | she is pleased wif 



ire ill bred, and by no meant society 
plicate, gentle wife. Adiea. 
I am in truth. 

Yours, Affectiooatcl 



LETTER Xlt. 

ANNE TO ELENOR. 

London, Octob> 
THIS J esse J is more artful than 
Hcr to be ; she has gained such an 
3Ter Sflnh, that she leads her iiit«> all 
lissipation and extravagance. She 
:he wing, always in a crowd ; a goo^ 
will say, of making her inattentive 
particular conduct. The autumnal a 



ii^ fine, 18 thoaghtlcssly cxtraragftnt ; elegant 
Itees, rich latins, with gloves, caps, shoes, &ic. 
■itable, are not procuixd for a trifling suid io 
(he course of a year ; a'id Sarah is, perhaps, not 
IB careful of her clothes, or attentive to the ex- 
>enditurei of her house keeping as she ought to 
be ; her heart is naturally liberal ; she has no 
idea of being imposed on by her servants, and 
when soruetinies a slight suspicion will cross her 
miod, that her provisions arc wastetl, or her 
clothes wilfully lost, any plausible excuse will 
qiuet her, and from a native love of pence, she 
will cease to inquire concerning her domestic 
concernsy or appear atisficd, when in fact, she 
is not couvineed; ihe exerts but little authority 
in the management of her family : dressing, 
making and receiving visits, late hours at nighty 
snd, consequently, late mornings, have, in ap- 
pearance, totally altered the character of the 
lale interesting Sarah. 

She gives dinners and suppers in very high 
style, and is herself the very soul of the parties 
she draws around her ; while Jessey, satisfied 
with having persuaded or flntiered her into these 
,MUes,with an assumed humility, declines joining 
the parties, and I am well convinced, has more 
than once instigated Daml|y to blame Sarah for 
a conduct, which I acknowledge very repre- 
hensible. But slie should be remonstrated with 
nildly, and not vulgarly reproached, and taunted 
I ^th having all the extravagant propensities of a 
^ ftoe Udyi without having brought any fortuot to 
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»*w. jici^ ***r. Lfai'uiej, lei me 

tretted me with the confidence 

you would have always found m« 

my dress and pursuits, to tlie cii 

kugband, whom it is roy duty, a: 

pride, to honor if he would let n 

This occasioned a violent alten 

her, it was not because he eiral 

l>ut because he di^HUKiiioMik 

lead so gay a life, that ne^ttui f 

out of the room, and gave fenCtf 

by tears, (which she ever endeai 

in his presence) in her own aparti 

the officious, intrusive Jessey fol 

I was astonished when we met 

was passing the day with her, to fi 

and hear her declare, she meant 

to the play, from whence shi 

a card party, and that she mea 

She entreated me to aceompa 

rery good natarediy felt at that m 
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I ibiiM<l a new novel in Saruh^di-cM^pmom, 
and^bitMiiig the maid fetch Mrs. Itoiiiani's work, 
tokl Dariiify we cIUl not want him, so he 
might as well follow his wife to the play ; and 
hanog partly laaghed, and partly ssiirized him 
into some sense of sliamc, 1 had the pleasure to 
sec him depart, and very comi>08eilIy begun and 
finished tlie novel before twelve o'clock ; at 
whioh hour, Jcssey being no longer able to com- 
maiid her impatience^ and pretend pieaRtire^ 
when in truth she was bursting with vcxalion, 
said she was sleepy, rang for candles, and with 
a profusion of civility, bade me a good night. 

About two o*cloy^BuaUj|^rncd, .^nd Darn- 
ley with her ; he l^HmPmlant, and taking 
a candle, went iro mediately to his room. Sarah 
threw herself on the sofn, and burst into tears. 
"What is the matter, my dear ?" I asked. 
"Nothing of consequence,*' snid she, "I am 
ftshained of myself, but——" "1 am afraid, my 
dear Sarah," said I, in a softened, almost hesitat- 
ing ▼(Mce, "that you are somewhat to bhime, in 
the little disagreement of to-dsy ; you must not 
be offended, you have even given me leave to be 
sincere witii you ; why, when Mr. Darnley ex- 
presseil a dislike to your leading so dissipated a 
life, why did you immediately dress and go out ? 
My dear friend, you uiuat submit a little." 
••Anne," said she, wiping away her tcui-s, **1 feel 
jou are right, but I cannot command my temper 
at all tinicF. 1 know it is wrong to complain, the 
die is cast J and I must be silent aud unvcsistii^. 



in profusion ; Rt olher times, he grudg 
thing:, Hnd will rail at ine for wearing I 
ents, though it wns so!ely to do him he. 
1 put them on. It is the last time. Am 
ever speak on the subject ; but my lot 
very tiappy one, even at the best ; an« 
t'litcrtainc'l the smallest idea of the mis 
certain misery thaty^^t^^^d a wonts 
ried to a man froniiMHPWr nature shi 
pugnaiit; i^hose every word» opinion 
tiou, is an outrage to her seDsibility, 
have submitted to the most menial da^ 
before 1 would have taken upon myself 
have not the patience and fortitude to fu 
ought. Heaven knows," continued she, 
lips began to tremble, and her vo'ce to 
''Heaven knows I striv« to consider hii 
respect ; to behold him with aflTection ; I 
can I compel my heai*t to love a man, w 
hour treats me with rudeness and contem 
the next, with a disgusting fondness, evei 



«7 

5-d«T, do not liesitftte torcprore me ; tut in tt^ 
iTfl to him, I pmy yoa be <lcnt: he is ftpparently 
km! nutureil, liberul and cheerful ; the world 
ilieves me happr, I would not undeceive them/' 
I will implicitly regard your prudent njune- 
w," I replietl, struck with the magtianiraity of 
jr resolution, **but will yon allow rac to mcn- 
m one thing more, which I really think it my 
ity to point out to yon, as I believe much of 
n\r happiness in future will dupend on your at- 
iicKng to my advice on tliis subject. Be upon 
>ur guard aguinst Mrs. IlumMin ; do not let her 
:r(>uade you to act in o]) position to your hus- 
nd's will, and gloet such m conduct over with 
e nnroe of spirit, i*es<]^ntlon, and proper hide- 
ndcncc.*' •*Annc,'* said she, "do you appre- 
rnd that Jcssey lias any interested views in 
winjj dissent'.on -between us ?'* 
I perceived her drift, and, nsing, said, "I 
ink nothing, only that Mrs. Komain is not a 
Oman whom I could wish to see the friend of 
irah Darnley. Slie has a strong linctura of 
reign manners, and what is dignified with the 
ipcllation of a masculine mind ; but she has Mt 
.equality which should give her an ascendanif 
er such a mind as yours Gomi night," said '* 
King her cheek, "let me see you good friends 
th that unaccountable being, } our husband, to- 
orrow ; and while yoti have yourself every 
ipoHirion to make your fetters easy, do not suf- 
• offioious meddlers to raider Uicm galUn^^. 



lifts offered her. How she "viili cond 
trying occMsion, I cannot think, noi 
to advise ; 1 crh only commiserate h 
and weep, not with, {for she has 
tear,) but for her. My mind is so a 
has been so, since the dibcnvery 
thut I could not write last night, am 
I hardly know how to fraiuc my i 
the scene of last evenin)>; suems in i 
but as th« traces of a horrid rision. 
endeavor to proobcd with some dcgr 
larity. 

I have already told you, T was to 
Darnley's last evening, with a design 
week. I had appointed to meet Ik 
party, at a friend's house in Berkley 
was to proceed home with her aft< 
broke up. She whs not tliere wher 
but came soon after accompanied I 
main. ** Where is Darnlcy'?*' said 
was seated beside me. '*He had the 
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lo pleasure ; liis conversation is only fit fV»r the 
fining tuble, the race ground, or » woi'«r phice. 
i CAnnot, vill not listen to diitcourse no offensive 
• mv ears, so degnuling to mf fecUngn ; and he 
rill listen to no other " 

T knew well enongh this was the CAPe, and 
herefore eonld say no more. She seemed a nio- 
Dciit after to recollect herself, and said. *'1 do 
lot mean to stay late/' vHowcvcr she sat down 
o M eomraerca table, and forgot her good inter - 
iona until near one o clock ; I then seeing the 
Kiol was out, and that she was preparing to join 
mother party, reminded h«r of the hour. Mrs. 
iomain had been engage<l in a whist party in 
iBOtlier room ; we now inquired for her, and 
bund she had been sent for above two hours be- 
orey a message coming that her child was ill. 
'. must own my heart snnk at this discoven*, and 

thought a flash of awakened snspicion kindled 
ipon the check of Sarah. It was full half an 
loar hefare the coach conld get up to the <1oor, 
nd even when it did, and we were seated in 
•^ whatever were the thoughts of either, we 
eemed mutually resolved to restrain thera 
athin the bounds of silence. When we arrived 
t home, just as the carriage drove up to the 
loor, it was opened by one of the maids whe 
vaa letting a visitor oat; this prevented the 
latial rap at the door. ** Where ia Mrs Ro- 
oaiii P* sai«l Sarah, impatiently. "In the draw- 
ag room^*' atid the mai*!. *'IIow is your nat- 



ness in her nature that you have, 
•ame home, she found me Tery ill, a 
to go to bed, made me some whey, 
tip herself^ and feapiai^ her shoes mi| 
Boise, put them off her feet; sat < 
Vathed my temples in Jiot vinegar: 
madam, are a wife, you oould go 
about, while your husband was siek 
but I suppose yon found more agreeal 
ny and employment abroad, than nui 
busband." ««If I lored you, Darnley,' 
what a miserable being I should no" 
thank heaTen, that is an agony from v 
apared." She then If ft him* returni 
ordered breakfast in my room, and 
beard him go out, went to her own, ii 
obtaining a few moments' repose. I fa 
the opportunity to write thus far, bot 
bear hev voiee, I must eonclode. 
bear frosn m« again iooo» 
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LSTTER XtV, 

ANNB TO ELENOR. 

London, March 2S, 1778. 
>ARNLEY*8 dinner hour is four o'clock, the 
■1 time for dining with all mereantile persons. 
rfth kept her room until near three. Mrs. 
main had nerer ventured down. Damlej 
I been out all the morning. I really so mach 
:ft4ed the general meeting at dinner, that I was 
lost ill ; one moment my blood ran cokl ; 
ither, mj faee flashed like fire : the least stir 
ow made mj hemrt beat quick, and my whol* 
me tremble. 

ibont a quarter before three, Sarah came into 
' room ; she was dressed as usual f«r dinner ; 
I from her eoiintenancc> no indifferent person 
tid have judged she had been discomposed : it 
s marked with a peculiar kind of sadness, 
ieh rendered it interesting ; but to me, who 
iw her, the effort she made to conceal her 
miona, was Terj cTident. "Anne," said she, 
am determined to see and speak to Jessey, 
ore Daraley's return. How will it be best ? 
|o up into her roam, or send for her into my 
sanng room ?'* I gave my opinion for the lat- 
'. She thonght a Terbal message might hare a 
le appearance, bnt wrote on a alip of paper i 
Irs. Damley reqoestt Mrs^ Bomain to faTor 
« few BuwiUt tOBTtnatioD prefiow to 



eaxinot suppose a personal inter 
sirahle to either party ; she hcf 
seeing Mrs. Darnlej, and alsodi 
at dinner ; Mrs. R. n'ill not int 
r>niily, longer than she can pri 

Sarah's eoantcnance changed 
this haughty scrawl, for the nn 
traycd the tremor of the hand tl 
she tore off the back of the billet 
her pencil : 

''Madam, a personal intervi* 
from any expected pleasure it mi 
eaase 1 think it necessary to spe 
to you. I roust insist on seeing ] 
DOt.come down, I will come to y 

The serTant brought a verbal : 
"As Mrs. Darnley wasiaherow 
a right to go into every apartmc 
ed ; therefore, if she insisted v 



aitt not myself free from error, and hare there- 
ore no right to treat her with unmerciful 
oaterapt.*' 
I do assare you, madam, when the mapiani- 
aous woman uttered this sentence, I could not 
lelp g^ing at her, as a being of a superior order. 
'Heaven suppoi*t your good resolves, my dear 
iarah," said I, and was obliged to turn from her, 
A hide my own rising en«otion. '*Do not be a 
)hil<l, Anne," said she, taking my hand, *<or you 
vill mako a fool of me, and 1 am weak enough 
ilrcady, heaven knowK." 

1 followed her up stairs without answering. 
$he tapped at Jesscy'sdoor ; the little girlopcn- 
sd it, and being extremely fond of ^^arah, givve an 
iuitant exclamation of joy, saying, *'Conie in, 
ma Darny ; Lyza glad, Lyza want kiss ma Dur- 
ny.'* I feared tliis innocent prutUe would be too 
nuch for my friend, bat I had judged errone- 
ously ; she stooped, kissed the child, and, riug- 
ng the belly, bade the maid take her down and 
pve her an orange. 

Jcascy had risen from her scat. I saw, ft*oim 
her flashing eye and crimson cheek, that she ez- 
peeted reproaches ; but this mild, dignified man- 
ner humbled her to the dust ; she turned pale, 
and her eyes were absolutely full. Sarah seated 
henelf, we followed her example ; a pause of 
aboQt a miuute ensued, in which period I am not 
eertain hut I felt more than either the iujurer or 
the injured. I perceived that Sarah's heart beat 
highi she btrogglcd for compobore ] she altaioed it 
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f dae to myself, under the neeesdtj 

ii. _ yon, we eannot longer both reside un 

roof ; but as I do not desire the prit 
of my family, whether pleasant o 
should become the theme of public 
I , tios, I wish the removal to take pla 

{ / as possible. I do not intend that 
raesties should know on what aceoi 
the family; but I must request you w 
lodging as early as you can. It is for 
tability of all parties, that the sub 
spoken of, and particularly for ye 
You may rest assured from me, it 
transpire, and I can answer for this 
that through her it will never be n 
but, should such circumstances take 
1 cannot answer for the discretion 
and you must permit roe to say, in th. 
reputation will be entirely lest; n< 
Tvoinan of character oouutenanee yoi 
**I am sorrv.** unlil Mr« Prtw^«t« 



»re. I must request you to appear at dinBer, 
t oar separation^ iirhen it tiikes place, pre* 
the appearaaee of good breeding." So saj- 
(he left the room, and went to her own^ 
e she remained until dinner was served* 
ej sent word he should dine out ; Mrs. Ro* 
eame down, hut we ate little, and spoke 
In the evenings Jessey sent for a eoaeh, and 
i; thanked Sarah for all favors, and re* 
1 her wishes for her health, went to a lodg- 

5 next morning her trunks were sent after 
but the occurrences of that day must he 
ibject of another letter. 



LBTTER XV. 



ANNE TO ELENOR. 



London^ Jipril 6, 17f 8. 
IE rooming following, the eventful day of 
b I gave you an account in my last^ Sarik 
are (J at the breakfast table with a pale, lan« 
Bounlenance ; she had retired e^rly the night 
*e, and 1 was in hopes would have obtained 
quiet repose — a refreshment which her 
ted frame and tortured mind seemed gititiy 
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LETTER XVr. 
SARAH TO ANNE 



Jjottdbn, Ji 
THE roeeipt of your letter, whici 
I «f yoor health and safe aiTiTal at the 

jmiiTjcy, was welcome, bm Hiave fcl 

nation to write, as I bad no pleasan' 

eraploj my pen. Yoa hare engaged 

I all that occurs in rcgaivi to iJbrnh 

Romain ; it is an ttngratef wl luhjei 

the hcai-t is OTcrfloving with anguish 

seeks relief l>y pdunng out iu eompl 

vho sympathizes in its ftoins^ and cv€ 

to increase and partoke its joys. Al 

Anne, how many of tho former, hoM 

latter have fallen to my share. I reri 

life, and strive to recall some pleasi 
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prevented my youtli passing y/lih that hilarity, 
which in general is the attendant of that gay 
seasoD At present^ the uncertainty I am in, in 
regard to the fate of my father, doei not a little 
increaae the painful solicitude of my situation. 
Had he not left England, I should never have 
been what I am. A nd indeed, when I dare think 
■tall, I can only wonder how I ever Toluntanly 
pat OB a chain, which had not even the shadow of 
a roae to hide tlie points and goads with which 
CTerj link was armed. As to Frederic, I am 
happy he is not here ; were he to retui*n at this 
period, I know not what would he the conie* 
quence ; but of this I am certain, he would call 
Damley to a very severe account ; and I should 
lieeome the object of public animadversion ; per* 
liape public censure ; and certainly (humiliating 
idea) of public pity. Anne, to be pitied for the 
neglect of a husband, is something so nearly bor- 
dering on contempt, that I think were Darnley''8 
delinquency very generally known, I should wish 
to shrink into oblivion, and hide myself in the 
ahade of obscuiity. 

But while I am thus blaming Darnley, may not 
the fault have been in some measure my own ? 
Yes ! yes \ I feci the fault is mine, and mine be 
it submissively to bear the punishment. You 
wonder, perhaps, to hear me thus criminate my- 
self. My friend, was it not highly criminal to 
promise to love, honor and obey — when my 
heart sunk cold in tay bosom and refused to ratify 
the aacrcd oath ? It is true, I have endeavored 



owa disposition, a woman, who loving; ] 
h lier whole soul, would have not discove 
errors, or have been ready to overlook th' 
might have made a more respectable in 
* of society ; but I have thrown away my < 
;)pines8, and embittered Iiis. Why was h< 
jcipitiituly ardent ? And why, oh ! why, 
so pusillanimously weak and tame ? Hai 
3n at liberty when Jessey became a widow 
•uld undoubtedly have married her, and 1 
uld have been saved from that gidf of inf: 
[) perdition into which they are now plung 
But 1 forget 1 have as yet given you no it 
ition concerning the time And manner of 
.urn ; it was as extraordinary as his depart 
fter you left me, I remembered your ad 
d did not accei>t many of the invitations 
n*e daily poured upon me ; nor could an) 
^aty prevail on me to stay in a party after 
ise of the evening, lest I should Iky ro 
.*»« fr* tlin nni<»inn« uftf^ndance of some li€ 



f(*n*^er feelings towards the person to whom duty 
and propriety would direct them, 1 had not teen 
so Unfortunate as to experience them towards any 
other, for that must be the height of human 
miser^r'i to be wretched, and inTolantarily 
puilty, to know you daily cit, yet feci the 
total incapacity to suppress that error. From 
such a state, may Heaven, in its mercy, ever pro- 
tect me. Ai-dcnt as my feelings are, wliat would 
he my sufferings ? I say, the error is invohinta- 
17, because I believe it is not in our own power 
to awaken affection ; and if we cannot call it into 
existence, it f Hows of course, when accident or 
an intcrcoun;e with a person of similar disposi-* 
ti<m with ourselves, or whose varinns attractions 
have aroused it, it is not in our power to annihi- 
Inte it. 

Yet do not misunderstand me ; I am by no 
Tueuns an advocate for tl\ose who suffer them- 
s^vea to be hurried away by their passions, and 
plend an inability to conquer them « No, Anne, 
this is the spirit ot romance and folly. Thst the 
emotions of our hearts are not always in our own 
P'lwer, 1 allow, but our actions always are ; be- 
sides, I do not think but that those who rush into 
guilt, and plead love as an excuse, are mistaken 
in regard to the passion by which they are ac- 
tuated. Darnley says Jessey loves him ; he is 
deeeived ; I cannot believe it posrible for a wo« 
man, who loves a man with that pure, yet sa« 
erediy tender emotion, which I at present ima- 
gine real love to be, to Suffer him to degrade 



li man she professes to lore, i 

' innst in that case form her \ 

, " how teilioas I am, how unwi 

./: the talc you wish to hear; 

when we have any thing tc 

i I hambles us, and mortifies our 

t , Darnley hftd been absent :» 

^ - when one morning, when I d 

fast, I perseiTed him sitting 

. wards the door, reading the 

T With as much noncAaiance, as 

home all the time, and nothin 

Uken place. I felt an inTolor 

something like indignation ai 

and burnt upon my theek — 1 

toe repress these emotions, an< 

that complacency, as might mi 

foi^iTen past tranaaetiona, ant 

peace. 

*'Ton are welcome home, H 



V.1<> 



SoKiidertte all at ooee, was be not, Anne ?) 
ed, and inquired if he had had a plensant 
y ? **Yc8,'* was the reply, "only he was 
sd by some disagreeable business longer 
he expeeted.*' We chatted on indifferent 
ts daring breakfast, with much complaeeney 
h aidei ; he told me he had invited a large 
if genUemea to dinner. *'I will order pre- 
>ns to be made," said I, "but now I have 
>ortanity, Mr. Damley, permit roe to men* 
lat our house-keeping bills run very high ; 
idea-people want their money ; and some 
T> are quite importunate. I have reeeived 
ney on that account for some U^By and am 
entirely out of cash." **You nratt be very 
agant then," said he, petulantly^ *'how 

do you think yon owe ?" "I eannot tell 
jr, but I believe between three and four hun- 
•ounds." "And where the devil, Sarah« 
a thing I can get three or four hundred 
s ? I did not expect you owed more than 
"I am sorry you think me extravagant, 
-"Oh, you have an excuse ready, 1 dare 
women are never at a loss for that ; bat I 
lot be teazed and dunned in this manner 
!ver I am at home. When it is convenient, 

pay the people ; until then, they must be 
t. There are ten guineai^^-eontinaed be, 
ing the money on the table i "make the 
of it ; for I do not know when I can give 
ly more." 



allowed me into v«.^ 

reatingmy pardon for the [mud dc «^. 

give me« said he was afraid Mr. Dam 

likelj to break-— for that bills had been 

%d the day before, to a great amoant i 

he had gone oat thia morning, without gi 

orders how they were to be provided for 

1 hear Darnley beIow-*I will retame 

to-morrow. Adieu, 

8 



LETTER XV 11. 

SARAH TO ANNB. 

Lon^n, Jv 
YOU say you are uneasy ; I do r 
- '^'ft I had neither spirit nor p 
• -Voted rav last 



M ti'liere to eommencc, or how to' fititte my 
mttTe. You will not tliink that strange, when 
lell 70a, I am actnallj writing in a sponging 
inse. My anhappy -^-, by what name shall 
iall him ?— ao matter. Mr. Damley is sleep- 
s'—yes, Anne» sleeping profoiindly; he has 
ieped his senses in the Cireean bowl, and liea 
mfeelmg torpor. 1 woald moralise, hot 
lere would be the use ? I would preach of pa- 
nee, but alas I alas! I am feelingly eooiineed 
preaeh is easier than to practise. 
I will take up my narratire from the time when 
broke off my last. The olerk'a iaformatioa 
irmed me, and I resoWcd, whatever might be 
e consequence, to speak to Damley again opoa 
e subject of pecuniary eoncema, the very first 
portunity. He brought home ten gentlemea 
dinner ; we did not sit down until near fire, 
d they continued drinking until seven ; when 
ey all started the idea of going to Vauxhall, 
d unaccountable as it may seem, Damley in- 
.ted on my accompanying them. It was in 
in 1 pleaded the want of a female companion ; 
at was obviated by one, who said he would go 
d bring his sister to go with us ; and another 
Bnt for two cousins; but neilher mster nor 
oains were women to my taste ; and I shrunk 
urn the itlca of appearing publicly with such 
mipanions ; bnt to argue was Tain. 
The evening was fine. We took water at Old 
vmn Stairs, and entered the gardens about half 
Ht eight o*c]OGk. We had scarcely made two 



md 8Md, ''did jou not see jessejr : t* n 
laid I, looking another way. ''She is past 
lie replied, "but we shall meet her agair 
ently, and she must not pass again unnot 
I obseryed he laid an emphasis on the 
mttst not ; and unwilling to do or say any 
which might awaken the cariosity of m; 
panions, 1 resolved, when we met again, 
to gire her the compliments of the evening 
met, I courtsied with a manner formally 
but judge my surpnse, when, advaueing i 
air of freedom, she took my hand, and 
**My dear madam, how glad I am to se 
and you wretch," cried she, turning to D 
"where have you been these hundred yi 
protest I thought you had taken a jou; 
the antipodes." '*Pi*obably he has, mi 
said the young officer, sareastieally, *'for 
I think, been at your feet.*' She look< 
she made no reply. **Are you going 
here ?'* said she to me, with the most 



t. 

f 
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As this passed we had tnrned, and Jessey's 
party had actually joioed us. Oh ! my friendly 
Anne, how I wished for your supporting pres- 
eoee : 1 think, had you heen present, he would 
not have dared thus to insult me. Jessey, At 
least, would have avoided your penetrating eye ; 
but sun'ounded by a gay, unfeeling or unthinkiaf^ 
(for they are the same as to sympathy) throng, 
my very sonl sunk within me ; and when I saw 
the triumphant, scornful looks of that unprinci- 
pled woman, I felt so humiliated, that I wished 
the eurtain of everlasting oblivion to fall over 
me. One of the young ladies M-ho accompanied 
utj left the arm of her companion, and coming 
round, took hold of mine. **You look ill, Mrs. 
Damley," said she,'«the crowd and heat are too 
loneh fur you ; let us turn down one of the unfre- 
quented walks, you will breathe freer and feel 
more air." 1 gladly accepted her proposal ; we 
had taken one turn, and were preparing to join 
our party, when we met Darnley. "What have 
you left your company for ?" said he, "are they 
disagreeable to you?" "Mis. Darnley was op- 
pressed by the heat in that crowded walk," said 
my good natured companion, "and 1 adviscrl her 
to come here to recover." **Oh ! I am obliged 
to you, madam," said my tormentor, "for being 
so attentive to her delicate feelings ; she has at 
command, at all times, the roost refined sensi- 
bility." "Well, Darnley," said I, endeavoring to 
laugh, as if I took what he said in peasantry, "I 
will take care mv OelicMv intioidcs not to inter* 



ne accamiy bituck my Brm wiia nis 
The blow was not heavy, but it was 
I felt that it had broken the last sir 
remftinetl between us. Dishotiore<l 
struck ! Anne, Anne ! I am ft won 
^ill not redress my grievances, an< 
eottid I appeal publicly > No ; I • 
silenee, but I eould not bear to a] 
as the accuser of the man I had on 
honor. 

My heart is full. I hare sat dc 
you a long letter ; but it must be d 
when Darnley sleeps. Heavy as ; 
feel at present something like the to 
stealing over ray faeuhies; I wUI ini 
Adieu. 
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LETTER XVII. 
SARAH TO ANNE. 

In continuation. 

London^ July 8, 177S. 
WHEN the soul is oppressed by eaUmitj, bow 
little refresbment does sleep Rfford ? The eyes 
dose, the senses lay dormant ; bat the soul, ever 
active, finds no repose s it broods over past or 
present misery, anticipates future, or again real* 
ises past pleasures. Could a rational being for 
ooe moment .doubt the immortality of that intel- 
leotoal spark which informs and animates this 
maaa of clay, let him ask himself, and clearly 
answer this question — why, when exsessive wea- 
riness, or the natural exhaustion of nature, or 
'^be more powei*fuI effects of soporific medicine, 
luis deadened, or suspended for awhile the ani- 
mal functions, the soul still preserres (if I 
may be allowed the expression) its elasticity, and 
bounds with joy, sinks with anguish, trembles 
with horror, starts with terror, and that in so 
great a degree, as frequently to force the body 
to partake its emotions, and laugh* weep, ^-tfd 
even give articalation to the impulses^ by whiah 
it is then actuated ? The deepest casuist co^^,.. 
BOt satisfactorily solve the enigma, and yet sup* 
port the doctrine of total annihilation at ^Akt 
hour of death. And ob^ my dear Anne, what a 
MesiiDg it 19 to the wretched, that it ia not poe- 



^MMiKj lu iiie puuiic wHtKy anu Buun 
ebestra closed, we sat down to sup[ 
appeared to be in execllent spirits, 
dered when I noticed the qaantitie 
he poured down, for a state of inel 
rendered him more rude and insol< 
heiiuLuied the only way to shew hit 
and convince the world of his magisi 
ity, is to use positiTe -will and too 
occasions, without condescending 
reason why he will or won't How 
time, he was so taken up with A 
that I was totally unnoticed. To he 
I must acknowledge she appeared i 
cinations, her dress elegant, her 1 
features beaming wiih animation, 1 
all life, all wit and whim, 1 could 
knowledging how superior slie mi 
the eyes of all surrounding, to th 
^' heart-biH)ken wife, who sat besid 
f ^^lil^Md, sung and displayed all hi 
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Ce^l the arm of the young officer, mu«h against 
toy inclination ; for being iuslied witli lifiuor, 1 
•aw he was inclined to be impertinent. 

tVe had proceeded but a very little way, 
when I saw a man toiicli Darnley on the shonl- 
<Ver, and heai*d Mrs. Remain exclaim, •*Hcavcns, 
what's the matter?" In a moment, all was con- 
fusion. The bailiff, for such he proved to be, 
obliged him to go into a coach which he hiid 
ready, and into whteh I followed him, accom- 
panied by two of the most uncouth, rulgar looli- 
11^ men that ever 1 beheld. Jessey cither diil, 
or pretended to fnint, as we drove aMay. We 
were conveyed to a miserable house, U«]it by the 
man who served the writ; a room wasijrovldci!, 
ihc faoFtess taking care (o assure hcrJtlfthiit wo 
bad money to pay for iK Darnley threw hin lqW 
on the bed, and spite of his situation, ([; te v,{ 
the dreadful gulf of ruin which now gapt «1 reni^y 
to receive him, in less than twenty njiiiules wjis 
in a profound sleep. I traversed the ilian.ljii' 
for some time, and eased n»v alniost l>ur:,t".«.ii 
heart, by au uninterrupted flood of toiw s 

^bou t daylight, 1 laid down for IisiU' jui hun.', 
pBe ill the house and street soon ch};s,- 
ihS skimber that h:u! fallen on mv htavv cvc- • 
lids. I perceived he v.'p.s awake. "At n]»f;\'_ • 
•ait are you arrested, Mr. Daruley ?' s :.!•.! ?. 
"At the suit of one of your tradesmen, r.i; cl;.ii. " 
he replied, **I always thought your txtr. v: j„ . t J 
voakl bring me to a prison." *^U' ihrvr 
deficiency but what my though llesKitss ji.-. > ( ...v .. 
5 




Ig^ngs, and God knows how -ire arc n 
hen we get there." ?• i i) 

He seemed a li^le softened at tls^-reflec 
id continued in a milder key : "I think,S{ 
3X1 had better go home this morning ; per 
ie ruin has not reached so far as a general 
ation, and you may snatch a few trifle 
ourself and me from the general desolat 
1 will Uke a few clothes," said I, "but 
lot touch any thing valuable; the sale of ^ 
night assist in satisfying ^e creditors. As ' 
.'uture means of subsistence, I hare no dou' 
iome way will open, and you will again sec 
perity ; I shall be willing to join your efi 
"Oh ! to be sure,'* he cried hastily,— **y 
very willing, and very able to work, yoi 
are too proud ttt fetch water to wash yoi 
hands." '^ut I could have done it, Mr. I> 
and will cheerfully perform that neeessar 
for you and myself too, since we shall nc 
v^'-. aikiA in keev a servant ; and not on 
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yoa iralk ?" **What, at this hour in the morning : 
In this dress ? — nearly a mile and a half through 
London streets ?" *'Aye, there it is, I suppose 
this mm specimen of your humility artd economy I" 
*<€rood heavens, Mr. Darnley," said I, **how can 
yea be so unfeeling I vr% are likely to be involy- 
cd in much actual misery, do not let us augment 
■it by oar own fretfulness and impatii. nee. 1 can- 
not, will not walk this morning— In future, 
yo« shall see I can bring myself to submit to 
every situation in which it shall please Provi- 
dence to place me.** 



ft 



LETT»ll XVII. 
SARAH TO ANNE. 

Jn continitatioru 

JLondotit July 2, 1778. 
A COACH being procured, I went home ; the 
met me with tearful eyes, the clerks 
Wked grieved, and the whole house appeared 
a seeae of conf osion ; the glasses and china were 
taken down in the parlor, and stood in heaps 
OB the tables. I ran up stairs ; the drawing room 
WIS in equal disorder ; the y'oung woman, who 
more particniarly was employed in my apart- 
DMiity came to me and begged me not to go up 



V'liat be did, Riid presently the IicHd cler 
»nd asked me if I knew where my masi 
^oue ? *Theve is sad work, Naney,' said he 
is an execution come into the house ; I ho 
Darnley will not be out late ; perhaps if 
at home, something might be done to ] 
the depredations of these harpies of iV 
\i\it oh ! dear ma*am, when one hour wer 
after another, and vou nor my master < 
eome home, when I saw the day dawn, 
sun rise, and heard soo^after that masi 
been arrested, and yoiR ere gone with 
prison, I thought I shoufd have cried mys 
If I had but known where to come to, I woi 
brought you some morning clothes ; ' 
ma'am, go to my mothir^s, and let r 
your clothes to you." "Do you not kno 
ey/' said I, *<that 1 have no clothes bu 
kave OB ? the rest are aU seized with t) 
ture and plate of the house." The 
t...«Bf iittnnn asronv of tears ; I bade her 



will serve you for less wages than I wouUlanjothii" 
person." The artless, pathetic strain of t-hisC^ 
affectionate girl, I must own, strongly affected T^ 
my feelings ; but I struggled to suppress the ris- 
ing burst of agony, and went up to my own apart- 
ment. V 
^ I perceived a seal had been put on all\^e ^ 
drawers, bureaus, &c. and upon summoning K^ 
I courage to request permission to take a change ^ 
of clothes from a linen press, was positively re- ^ 
fused. Fortunately, Nancy recollected that there ^ 
was a considerable number of clothes at the ^ 
laundress's, and hastily went to procure roe a 
ehaiige, which she took to her mother's, who 
lived in the neighborhood. 

Coming sut of my own room, I turned to take 
a Ust look at the little white room, where you 
I always slept, and in making the furniture 
I which, we were so cheerful and happy, forming 
t plans of amusement, sometimes woi'king, some- 

I times reading, and often chasing the hours witlv 
music. The bed was taken down ; the curtain^ >^ 
laj in a heap in the corner of, the room, and an, 
ill looking fellow was taking doi 
ingfl with which I had decorated 
room, and on which you were pIcHsed to sot so 
high a value **I should like to have tliosc trifles,' 
said I, '*tliey can be of no value to the creditors, ^ 
Mid I have a friend who would prize them ver^ 
highly." "You would like to have thorn, wouhh^ 
you," said the unferiingman, "perhapsynu would ^ 
like to have thii trifle also," said he, taking i»y ^ 



)wn tlioae draw-X 
ed this favoriti^ 



Stay-Makers in Greek-street, So 

lege of cookino; onr dirfner in t 

longing to the family, is become 

of yonr friend. I hare no ser 

cannot afford to keep ene; anc 

>voi»ld laugh, could you take a f 

j moriiiiig, and see me bustling 

i breakfast, sweeping the rooms, 

f awkward enough. Heaven kiiov 

cooking, I make but a poor ha 

Darnley, who loves goo<l eatiug 

man I know, fumes and frets ; 

lias cause — but 1 intend to trj 

learn all the profound mysteri 

i boiling, stewing, frying and broi 

compounding of puddings, pies, t 

I beg your pardon ; I forgot W( 

little to cook, and, therefore, a 

me of knowledge in tbe cul 

. loffice. 



i sare, I miss my piano, but I have my Rir.. 
■hich, together with my watch, halfa <Iozcii 
, a small carpet, a be<l and furniture, were 

my loilgingsby one of Darnlcy's creditorF, 

korning after he was set at liberty. I sar, 

as only myself : but Darnlcy i« so moiti- 

any of bis acquaintance call in, (f«>r wc are 

*ly conviBced that the wonl friendship, is 

> be found in a fashionable vocabulary.) F 

)t mortified when these flutterei's, from mo- 

>f curiosity, or any other as powerful, come 

itarc, sneer, and take an inventory of our 

urniture ; I feel so independent of them, 

tn so indifferent about their opinions, iliat 

J not what they think or say. There :ire 

,ore than five persons in the worM, whose 

or bad opinion is of the smallest coiisc- ► 

e to my peace of mind, but of those few, [ ^ 

naciously proud ; a word, a look ofappro- 

i from one of whose ju<]}<n)e;it ami siuccri- 

c can have no douhf, is more soothiiig lo 

lind, more grutifyinj; toor.e's self-love, l!i;m 

lost labored pjiiiej»ync fror.i iIimho ivcis- 

1 to praise indisrrii'iinate'v, without birini,- 
o assign a reitson t\.c so cV/i! ;;. 
:, my friend, thong!. I Ici-'liiicliucd to make 



% 



itilU lUi livu a >t t,j f 



in my evident humiliation. 

Nancy hnTing'rctiirnetl fi'om thelai 
left my home— my dearly purchased 
vent to her mother's ; changed my cl 
taking her with roe, M^ith a bundle o 
Darnley, I walked hack to his place 
meut. I found he had been taking s 
liberation, several of his intimates hac 
him ; a lawyer had been sent for, anc 
in a train for declaring him a bankruf 
erty was not so easily attainable as h 
many detainers having been lodgeda 
it was thought advisable for him^o re 
he was, until his creditors were a. littl 
and brought to a dispositioa likisly 01 
his certificate being signetl.. ; It has 
erable period for me-; 'I live in the h 
soon enfranchised ; but votil thAt-^n 
must endeavor t9,liear his iU.h«imor 
as I can ; and whon he K wjt:ap(ied 
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perturbed sipiritB, "Peace, be still !'* and like the 
Lsrp of the inspired musician, it caused the tem- 
pest of the soul to subside into perfect calrai 
£yen now, disti^fit a» I am from you, the reraem- 
branoe of your firmnoas, mildness, and intrepid 
reaolution upon every occasion, animates me to 
endeavor to emulate so bright an example. I 
sometimes look back on my past life, and think 
what I had been, had not you condescended in 
▼cry eariy life to notice, to reprove, to counsel 
me ; to teach me to respect myself; and in order 
that I might be enabled so to do, warned me to 
shun, with the utmost care, every action which 
might lower me in ray own estimation. Yes, I 
feel, while I can with confidence say, 1 have done 
nothing to forfeit the love of my friend i while I 
act right) she will approve, she will respect me ; 
though I may have acute anguish of heart, I am 
not entirely miserable. 

I have just met with something which has 
excited. a smile. Darnley has been for some 
days more, than com inooly out of spirits, though 
not so churlish as 1 have known him ; he has 
eondcsceiided to be amused by my reading to 
him, and not tVeciucnted the public room so 
much. I was wondering what had wrought the 
change, wheu a letter was brought him, which 
he read in visible agitation, and then, as if unabls; 
to coijccal his feelings, exclaimed, **Jesscy b 
gone !'* "Gone," said I," where ?" "To France*" 
"What, back to her convent ?'* **No— no con- 
Tent for her ; Jesaey, whether nuMied or tin- 



the wearisome hounl'Vhile Darn ley 
fciemcnt, had taken atrip to the coi 
lord G The ostensible reason 

to [jI.icc her son in some foreig:n sem 
ccalion ; and if she could t-avcl in i 
i'lur, with a footman, groom, and sei 
livery attending, it was certainly apr 
of her own mo »ey, and a much moi 
vuode of making the journey, than 
Iiit'ed chaise or a stage coach. 

Ua!*nley was mortified. **I>on't y( 
dear," said he, after he had been 
room fur about hnlf an hour, biting 
whistli 'g, "that Jessey has behaved i 
traordinary manner "?" **1 seenothii 
nary in it," said 1, ''she wanted an 
piensurc, and a good opportunity t 
olfering, with a rich and handsome i 
man for a companion, she could n 
temptation." 

1 do ilpi'.ljjrp- Aiin^. ■wl»#»n T Korl 
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•ctly indifferent to me." "Oh, very imliflViv 

indceil, only you were as jealous of her as 

ioald well live.'* Here he affected a laagh. 

aght I had said enough, so did not venture a 

', and he presently left the room. So there 

end of his connexioai|jvith Jessey ; and I 

he will be eoni^need%e did not love him 

all the fervor and^nthusiasm she pretend- 

)h, how degrading to the passion of love it is, 

i woman, despising every moral tie, violating 

r principle of virtue or decorum, should dare 

ead in excuse for her libertinism, that she 

i under its influence. 

rill couclude my tedious epistle, by inform- 

9U, I expect to leave this dreary abo.le to- 

ow or next day ; I have been out and pro- 

i a loJging ; when I am settled in it, I will 

again. Heaven bless my dear Anne, and 

isu her felicity, in proportion to the happi- 

Ucr friendship has given. 

SARAH. 
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Stay-Makers in Greek-street, Soh 
lege of cooking our dirfner in th 
longing to the family, is become 
of your friend. I Iiare no sen 
cannot afford to keep ene; and 
>voold laugh, could you take a pc 
morning, and see rae bustling 
breakfast, swct ping the rooms, \ 
:^ awkward enough. Heaven knows 

Ij cooking, I make but a poor han 

,,i Darnley, who loves goo<l eating a 

^- man 1 know, fumes and frets; ^ 
lias cause — but 1 intend to try 
learn all the profound mysterie 
boiling, stewing, frying and broili 
j compounding of puddings, pies, ar 

j 1 beg your pardon ; I forgot w« 

j little to cook, and, therefore, a t 

* gree of knowledge iu tbe culii 

f suffice. 

1 'k.r _ 1 * 
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To be sure, I miss my piano, but I have my (^uj. 
tar, which, together with my watch, half a dozen 
chairs, a small carpet, a bed and furniture, were 
sent to my lodgings by one of Damley's creditors, 
the morning after he was set at liberty. I say, 
if it was only myself : but Darnley is so morti- 
fied if any of bis acquaintance call in, (for we are 
feelingly oonviaccd that the word friendship, is 
Dot to be found in a fashionable vocabulary.) I 
am not mortified when these flutterers, from mo- 
tives of curiosity, or any other as powerful, come 
in to stare, sneer, and take an inventory of our 
poor furniture ; I feel so independent of them, 
and am so indifferent about their opinions, that 
I care not what they think or say. There are 
not more than five persons in the world, whose 
good or bad opinion is of the smallest conse- 
quence to my peace of mind, but of those few, I 
am tenaciously proud ; a word, a look of appro- 
bation from one of whose judgment and sinceri- 
ty one can have no doubt, is more soothing to 
the mind, more gratifying to one's self-love, than 
the most labored panegyric from those accus- 
tomed to praise indiscriminately, without being 
able to assign a reason for so doing. 

But, my friend, though I feellncUned to make 
the best of my situation, there is one very impor- 
tant circumstance, which renders it impossible to 
be entirely easy. I could be content with a lit- 
tle, but how is that little to be obtained ? Some 
method mUvit be struck out ; for, besides that, I 
think it the he%ht of dishonesty to be ranuing in 



party in the public walk, and soon ai'ter 
chestra closet], we sat down to sapper. T 
appeared to be in excellent spirits, bat ] 
dered when I noticed the qaantities sf 5 
he poured down, for a state of inebriatio) 
rendered him more rude and insolent to 
he fHncied the only way to shew his snpei 
and convince the world of his magisterial a 
ity, is to use positive -will and vfon*t up 
occasions, without condescending to gi 
reason why he will or won't However, f 
time, he wps so taken up with Mrs. R< 
that I was totally unnoticed. To be sure, 
I must acknowledge she appeared in all h 
einations, her dress elegant, her fine ey 
features beaminy; wiih animation, her nil 
all life, all wit and whim, 1 could not he 
knowled|j;ing how superior she must app 
the eyes of all surrounding, to the depr 
' h(;art-l)roken wife, who sat beside her«> 
40!flSbd. suner and disulnvrd nil h^p nnw 
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'l(Klging8, and God knows how -.ITi 

when we get there." ■• i « 

He seemed a li^le softened at tl) 

and continued in a milder key : "I 

you had better go home this mortiir 

the ruin has not reached so far as a 

cution, and you may snatch a fc 

yourself and me from the general 

. \* "1 will take a few clothes," said I 

I not touch any thing valuable; the s 

might assist in satisfying die creditoi 

future means of subsistence, I hare i 
i 
I some way will open, and you will agi 

perity ; I shall be willing to join y 

' "Oh ! to be sure," he cried hastily 

very willing, and very able to worl 

' are too proud to fetch water to wa 

j hands." "But I could have done it, 9 

, ' and will cheerfully perform that ne< 

i' for you and myself too, since we sh 

bo able to keeB a servant : and m 



I you "walk ?" **What, at this hour in the morning : 
In this dress ?— nearly a mile and a half through 
London streets ?" *'Aye, there it is, I suppose 
this IB a specimen of yoar humiHty and economy !" 
''Good heavens, Mr. Darnley," said I, "how can 
J0VL be so anfeeUng ? we are likely to be involv- 
ed in much actual raisery, do not let us augment 
'it by our own fretfulness and impatience. I can- 
not, will not walk this morning— «-In future, 
JOB shall see I can bring myself to submit to 
cTCiy situation in which it shall please Provi- 
dence to place me.** 
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LETTBH XVII. 
SARAH TO ANNE. 

- In continuation* 

London, July 2, 177S. 
A COACH being procured, I went home ; the 
#Miettics met ae with tearful eyes, the clerks 
looked gpneved, and the whole house appeared 
a scene of confusion ; the glasses and china were 
taken down in the parlor, and stood in heaps 
I on the tables. I ran up stairs ; the drawing room 
j was in equal disorder ; the young woman, who 
I more particularly was employed in my apart- 
. rnenty came to me and begged me not to go up 



/ 



l-*ten«U, «nu ..^ 

« liAt he did, mid presentiT the lit 
k*h1 asked me if I knew m here r 
goue ? 'Thei-e is sad work, Xaney,' 
is an exeeHtion come into the hons 
Damley will not be out late ; perl 
at home, something might be doi 
the depredations of these harpie 
Hat oh ! dear ma*am, when one he 
after another, and you nor my r 
eome home, when I saw the dav 
san rise, and heard sooAaftei* t^ 
been arrested, and yoc^cre got 
prison, I thought I shoiifd have cr 
Ii I liad but known where to come 
brought you some morning clc 
iua*am , go to my mothe r^s, ai 
vour clothes to vou." "Do von 
ey," said I, ''that 1 have no clc 
kave on ? the rest are aM seized 
tare ami plate of the house.' 
~-^*»«-* rtf tears ; 1 1 
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will serve you for less wages tlian I would inyothir 
person." The artless, pathetic strain of this^ 
affectionate girl, I must own, strongly affected ^ 
my feelings ; but I struggled to suppress the ris- 
ing burst of agony, and went up to ray own apart- 
rocnt. y 

^ I pereeived a seal had been put on all\(he ^ 
drawers, bureaus, &c. aud upon summoning k^ 
courage to request permission to take a change ^ 
of clothes from a linen press, was positively re- J^ 
fused. Fortunately, Nancy recollected that there ^ 
was a considerable number of clotbes at the ^ 
laundress's, and hastily went to procure roe a 
bliaiige, which she took to her mother's, who 
lived in the neighborhood. 

Coming aut of my own room, I turned to take 
a Ustlook at the little white room, where youj 
always slept, and In making the furniture of, 
which, we were so cheerful and happy, forming < 
plans of amusement, sometimes working, some- < 
times reading, and often chasing the hours witlv^ 
music. The bed was taken down ; the curtain)i>^ 
lay in a heap in the corner of, the room, and an 



^n tlioae draw-x 
I this favoritakA 



ill looking fellow was taking dowi 
ings with which I had decorated 
room, and on which you were pleased to set so 
high a value "I shoidd like to have tliosc trifles,'* 
said I, "they can be of no value to the creditorsi^] 
' and I have a friend who would prize them ver) 
i highly." "You would like to have them, wouUh^< 
I you," saifl the unferling man, "perhaps you would ^ 
\ like to have this trifle also," said he, taking m\ ^ 



auuiui'neu away, tnai iiic iiiaii uii|$ii 
in tny evident humiliation. 

Nancy hftTing'rcturned from the 
left my home— my dearly purchase 
■went to her mother's ; changed my 
taking her with me, ■with a bundle 
Darnley, I walked hack to his pla 
ment. I found he had been taking 
liberation, several of his intimates )i 
him ; a lawyer had been sent for, a 
in a train for declaring him a baukr 
erty was not so easily attainable as 
many detainers having been lodged 
it was thought advisable for him-to ] 
he was, until his creditoi'S were a.lit 
and brought to adispositionlikely • 
his certificate being Mgned.. Itlia 
erable period for me; 'I Uvo in the 
soon enfranchised ; but^iutU thAte 
must endeavor tQ.hear hia ill b«mo 
as I can ; and whon he icwjrap{ie 
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perturbed spirits, "Peace, be still !" and like the 
harp of the inspired musician, it caused the tem- 
pest of the soul to subside into perfect calraj 
£vea now, dist^pt ap I am from you, the remem- 
brance of your firmness, mildness, and intrepid 
resolution upon every occasion, animates me to 
endeavor to emulate so bright an example. I 
sometimes look bacic on my past life, and think 
what I had been, had not you condescended in 
very early life to notice, to reprove, to counsel 
me ; to teach me to respect myself; and in order 
that I might be enabled so to do, warned me to 
shun, with the utmost care, every action which 
might lower me in my own estimation. Yes, I 
feel, while I can with confidence say, I have done 
nothing to forfeit the love of my friend ; while I 
act right, she will approve, she will respect me ; 
though I may have acute anguish of heart, 1 am 
not entirely miserable. 

I have Just, met with something which has 
excited. a. smjile. Darpley \^&s been for some 
days more. tliau. commonly out gf spirits, though 
not so churlish as I haye known him ; he has 
condescended, to. bp arai\^8ed,by my reading to 
him, and .not.,tr^^^en^i;d the public room so 
much. I was.wojujeri^ig what had wrought the 
change, when a, jitter was brought him, which 
he read invisible agitation, and then, as if unable 
to coijccal his feelings, exclaimed, "Jessey b 
gone !" "Gone," said I," where ?*' "To France*" 
•'What, back to her convent ?" **N!t>— no con- 
Tent for her ; Jesseyj) whether nuUbed or tin* 



er nuUbi 






.w •• w^< lav/iuv, ii\»nw wuiie uarnii 
iement,had taken a trip to the • 

lord G . The ostensihle reaa 

to place her son in some foreign sf 
•cation ; anti if she could t'avel ii 
J'lur, with a footman, groom, and « 
livery attending, it was certainly a 
ol* her own rao >ey, and a much ir 
raode of making the journey, tha 
liii-ed chaise or a stage coach. 

Uarnley whs mortified. "Don't 
dear," said he, after he had be 
room for about half an hour, bitin 
whistli 'g,**that Jessey has behavet 
trnomlinary manner ?" ••! see not! 
nary in it," said 1, "she wanted ai 
pit asure, and a good opportunity 
osfering, with a rich and handsnmi 
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perfectly indifferent to me." "Oh, very in«]ifl**r.- 
ent indeed, only you were as jealous of her as 
jrni eoald well live.** Here he affected a langh. 
I thoaght I had said enough, so did not venture a 
reply, and he presently left the room. So there 
is an end of his eonnexiov^Uh Jessey ; and I 
hope he will he eonvineedllM did not love him 
with all the fervor and^ntbusiasm she pretend- 
ed. Oh, how degrading to the passion of love it is, 
that a woraanf despising every moral tie, violating 
every principle of virtue or decorum, should dare 
to plead in excuse for her libertinism, that she 
aeted under its influence. 

I will conclude my tedious epistle, by inform- 
ing you, 1 expect to leave this dreary abo.Ic to- 
morrow or next day ; I have been out ami pro- 
eared a lodging ; when I am settled in it, I will 
write again. Heaven bless my dear Anne, and 
increase her felicity, in proportion to the happi- 

neiB her friendship has given. 

SARAH. 



:.* 



- .. ^ -...«., tKnjtM»m up iwu pair I 

Stay-Makers in Greek-street, Soho, 
lege of cooking onr dirfner in the 
longmgtothe farnilj, is become tl 
of yonr friend. I liare no servai 
cannot afford to keep ene; and ] 
>vould laugh, could you take a pee] 
morning, and see me bustling a1 
breakfast, sweeping the rooms, &< 
awkward enough. Heaven knows ; 
cooking, I make but a poor hand 
Darnley, who loves good eating as 
~~man I know, fumes and frets ; w< 
lias cause — but 1 intend to try n 
learn all the profound mysteries 
boiling, stewing, frying and broilin 
compounding of puddings, pies, and 
I beg your pardon ; I forgot we si 
little to cook, and, therefore, a yei 
gree of knowledge in the culina 
suffice. 
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To be sure, I miss my pi.^no, bull have my gvij. 
tar, which, together with my watch, half a dozen 
cliairs, a small carpet, a bed and furniture, were 
sent to my lodgings by one of Darnley's creditors, 
the rooming after he was set at liberty. I say, 
if it was only myself : but Darnley is so morti- 
fied if any of his acquaintance call in, (for we are 
feelingly convinced that the word friendship, is 
not to be found in a fashionable vocabulary.) I 
ara not mortified when these flutterers, from mo- 
tives of curiosity, or any other as powerful, come 
in to stare, sneer, and take an inventory of our 
poor furniture ; I feel so independent of them, 
and am so indifferent about their opinions, that 
I care not what they think or say. There are 
not more than five persons in the world, whose 
good or bad opinion is of the smallest conse- 
quence to my peace of mind, but of those few, I 
am tenaciously proud ; a wonl, a look of appro- 
bation from one of whose judgment and sinceri- 
ty one can have no doubt, is more soothing to 
the mind, more gratifying to one's self-love, than 
the most labored panegyiic from those accus- 
tomed to praise indiscrimiiiately, without being 
able to assign a reason for so doitig. 

But, my friend, though I feci inclined to make 
the best of my situation, there is one very impor- 
tant circumstance, which renders it impossible to 
be entirely easy. I could be content with a lit- 
tle, but how is tliut little to be obtained ? Some 
method raii^it be struck out ; for, besides that, I 
tliink it the height of dishonesty to be mnuing in 



1119 ijigiiitjr VI811B 1(1 tuc tavern, anu i 

often to the theatre. As to visito 

lolvtd not to encourage any, by p« 

the resolution of not returning an^ 

may be paid me ; though I imagini 

truuble myself oti that score, as we 

ger the means of offering them the 

iiinner, or nijj;htly revel. When I r 

^hort perimi that has elapsed since n 

1 cannot help considering it as a hs 

■turbed dream, from wliich I w 

.awake. Would to Heaven that I c 

but no ! the feverish slumber mu 

■and I must be hurried from one see 

)o another without cessation, until t 

death seals up each active seiisc. 

1 was interrupted just as 1 finish 
sentence, and who do you think it w; 
ed me ? mv aunt Vernon. '•Mrs. 
baid she, "I am extremely soiTy to 
such apartments, and 1 am come to 



rjin through all his property, and made himsflf 
a beggar." **I had very little predelictioii f r 
bina, madam," 1 replied, '*when in compliance 
with your adTice, and thut of my other friends, I 
married him; he was afflaent then. If I bound 
myself by a sacred oath at that time, contrary to 
my own better judgment, to share his fortunes, 
be they better or worse, ! will not now, in oppo- 
^ion to ray sense of duty, forsake him in the 
boar of humiliation." *<llat the world says be 
prefers other women to you." '*Thc world i« 
officiously meddling." '*Well, you ever was so 
self-opinionated, so head-strong, Sarah !" "Had 
I been properly so, on a certain occauoR, aunt, 
you would not have been under the necessity of 
making that remark now. But setting that 
aude, suppose 1 was willing to separate myself 
from Mr. Darnley, how am I to exibt in thU 
state of separatioa ? What can I do ? Who wil& 
employ me ? What friends have I, to eoanto<L 
nance and protect me ?" 

The reflection was so cutting, my dear Annej 
that I could not restrain my tears, and to my 
great mortification, before I bad dried them, Mr. 
Darnley entered the room. "What, telling over 
all your grievances, Sarah ?" said he, with a sneer. 
<*No, she is not,*' replied Mrs. Vernon, "she is 
oflTended because I have been advising her, ai 
your affairs are so embarrassed, to try to do 
aoraething for herself, and for you to get some 
employment ; and in short, for you to life apart.*' 
**l think your advice very good^ sbi^Imb/* ilud 
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to your getting employment; 1 a: 
provide for myself if any means cai 
out ; but while I do nothing to forfei 
your wife, to you I must, and will 1 
teetion ; as for the rest, X will relie 
the trouble of providing for my neeess 
you, madam/' turning to my aunt, 
pointed out a plan which I own I nevei 
thought of adopting ; but I percei 
better acquainted with Mr. OarnU 
tion than I am." Mrs. Vernon was di 
she took her leave in a few momenta 
then Darnley, by way of apology, b< 
of the expenses of house-keeping, anc 
a single man could live, &c. &c. A 
believe it, pleaded affection to me as 
which led him to wish a separation, 
not bear to see me employed in the 
ties of a family. I had no patience ti 
Love ngie ! No — he does not, and I an 
never did ! I sliall look round and trv 
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LETTER XIX. 

ANNE TO ELENOU. 

London, Sept. 20, \77t. 
HAVE transmitted to you, my dearmadaia, 
eopics of oar afHicted friend's letters, and I can 
easily imagine what your fe«lings were daring the 
perusal of them ; her last gave roe more pain 
than I can find words to express. I was divided 
by my anxiety for my brother, whose weakness 
daily increased, and for my friend, who I per- 
ceived was bowed to the earth, by the unfeeling 
conduct of those who ought to have protect^ her. 
1 wrote her ; bade her, if she thought it best, to 
leave her husband for a while, until more smiling 
prospects should make him invke her home again^ 
and come to rae. 1 received no ^nswer; ro^ ait- 
xiety increased ; I almost resolved to go to Lon- 
don, and inquire after her, but ticnew poor Hen- 
ry's situation was so precarious that we liadheeii 
more than a month, daily expecting his dissolb- 
tion ; this deterred me from taking the journey, 
though I need not have been absent more than 
two days. I wrote again, no answer ; and Uneasy 
as I was, I had no remedy but patience ; indeed^ 
. for the last three weeks, my feelings have been 
so tortured by the sufferings and death of my be- 
loved brother, that I almost forgot even my val- 
ued Sarah. This day week, his remains werci 
deposited at Scarborough, as it was his wish, that 
liis body should not be removed. 



the crimson tide rushed over 1 
throwing herself into my arms, 
experieooe a kind of suffocating h 
tion ; it was neither laughing nor 
mixture of both, which evidenced 
of her spirits and weakness of her f) 
"sirid she, as soon as she could sp 
you come heie ?" To see you, my 
said I, ''why have you notanswerei 
*'I had nothing either new or pleai 
she replied, <*and 1 thought you i 
of a correspondent, whose whole t 
plaint.'* **You have been ill, Sarah,' 
her hand. **And you have been i 
she, tenderly pressing my. hand in 
Xifte.|one of her voice, and the n 
myoloss, operated powerfully or n 
we wept in unison. 
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t)f one who liad been accus'omeil to such employ- 
ments. As I looked at her vith a raixture of 
admiration and pity, I could not but think, 1 had 
never seen her rise so superior, nppcar so inter- 
esting, as in these domestic avocations 1 have* 
seen her move in a drawing room with infinite 
jprace; 1 have seen her trip in the light mazes of 
m dance, with fascinating vivacity and ease : E 
have witnesse<l the elegance and propriety of Her 
manners — when seated at the head of hep table, 
ahe has performed the honors of it to a niimerou» 
and splendid company ; but never did she appear 
ao engaging to me, as when having, finished her 
preparations, she said, "Come* Anne, the tea and 
muffins are just as good now as they used to be^ 
only the servant is not quite so handy " 

While we partook of the pleasant repast, she 
informed mc that she bad been in search of em- 
ployment, and at last heard of something which 
site believed she sho«ld close with, tl was to go 
with an elderly lady to Ireland^ to act in the 
double capacity of comiMiiion to her and governess 
to her grand-daughter, a spoilt girl of about ten 
years old. *'And will Darn ley consent to your 
going so far without a pi*oper protector ?'* said I. 
"He made but faint ojiposition to the plan," abe 
replied, "and indeed, 1 am resolved to go, let th'# 
opi>osition be what it may, my mind is too proud 
to bear a state of dependence on any one; and 
with all ny faulty and I am very sensible I have 
many, I cannot bear reproach ; it irritates, it 
drives me beyond myself; gentle remonstrance,. 



she was going Wrfii; "Wlir, ye»/' ihe rq 
**l have made some inquiries, and ^re fa 
iliat she 18 » womfCn ofi^speotable chanat 
that she lias a daughter very well married id 
lin, and that she has hi general resided tvith 
hut about two years s\net she eame over te: 
hiw bu8in<^«s, and* brought hftr grimd-ekild 
her; that bcmg now settled to her satisfaetiof 
is retiuMihig to Ii^and, and - wants some pt 
\i ho will assist her-ift the difficult task of go' 
ing her (to her) ungov^mRble grand-dang 
As to the did lady herself, shie seems a ihi 
sensible woman ; her maimers ara not iiighl} 
ished, but the poft^sses Mine • convanable 
ers, and seems to hate a thoroagii knowfod 
the world." 

I founyl any attempt of mhie to alter her 
would be * hieftcetuial, for alte was resole 
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A MOST clelectalile voyage ar 
>»ave had ; ba<l weather, bad accom 
the packet, bad roads, and bad tei 
to deal with. Now is not this a ba< 
Well, there is an old adage which s; 
beginning often makes a bad ending 
not vice versa P We were six days 
Channel, the wind blew tempestuou 
[' er three times, I tliought we shoul 

obliged to revisit the coast of Wales, 
chose it or not ; and that not in the 
manner imaginable. 

However, here we are, all diffica 
and weaither over ; quietly set dow 
respectable lodging, in one of the 
alreets in Dublin. This Mrs. BelUi 
different woman on this side St. Ge< 
nel, to what she was on the other ; 



^\y «Kftr, ihcrc is no scene that ever 1 Vitncssr^ 
before, to be coinparctl to the sublimely lerrifie 
grandeur of a storra at sea. The horiiSiii, cou- 
traoted by the black tmpemHng'cUtitls; ^be an- 
gry acud fitting wkli rapidity through the sky ; 
the liqcid mountains rising to the topmast heads, 
and fi'om dicir summit, -poxiring with trcincn- 
lious roar ; the M'liite torrent, that Hb it falls, 
threatens to whelm in its abvss, the fing'le bark. 
As the gloom of night approaches, to se^ on the 
leeward quarter, the black coast o'er hung with 
precipices, and fenced around viih rocks, over 
which, the rude surge incessant breaks ; to hear 
the wind howl through the rigglog of the Ubor^ 
ing vessel, which scarce can bibar the smallest 
spread o£ sail ; then to reflect, that perhaps, be- 
fore the morn returns, the vessel, crew, all ! all ! 
funy he enshroude^l in a watery tomb ! No one 
•van have an idea of the sensation that must, at 
such a period, prcvadc the mind, even of the most 
thoughtless, unless they have themselves been 
prescut at such a scene. And to me, it seems an 
impossibility, that any one who had once been in 
such a situation, could ever disbelieve the exist- 
ence of a God, great, wiae, powerful, and merci- 
ful. Who, that has once contemplated his wis- 
dom and his power on tlie world of waters, woulcF 
wish to disbelieve, or for one single moment eu* 
courage a doubt ? 

But I beg your pardon Anne, that after having 
got you safe to Dublin, I have h«rried you back, 
to make you pass a stormy night at sea, with a 



bed, it deal taDie, a tmau iron gi*Hic, it 
holtX a |iandful of fire, and two rusli 
chairs ; now, is notthe apartment most e 
Come iit down, and be quiet, and I will 
all about madam Bellamy, and her faird 
madam O 'Donnel, and her sweet pretty 
ish, petulant, perverse grand-daughte 
Caroline O 'Donnel. 

The old dame does not want illea&lnh 
nor language to express tfibse Idealt] b 
one of the most changeable, caprSciou: 
that nature ever formed. Her fnannc 
been formed upon the scale of high life ; 
certainly has, in early (lays, sacrifioei! 
graces ; for eyen now, she can conyerse ^ 
descending affability, every word aeco 
by a fassinating smile ; she can be chee 
to Tolability; persuasion will hang u 
tongue, and the genius of taste, wit, and 
preside in her apartment But see her 4 
after, yon will not know her for the same 
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But this if a part oC her .ehwvifiter, •oly 
^owQ to those, who are ofrfovtMiMeljr inmates 
inker family; those who visit her transiently, 
and only see her in company, think her all perfec- 
tion ; indeed, I had myself a very high opinion of 
both her heai^ and heart, until I became a daily 
witness to her private conduct; so true it is, that 
iotimacj seldom improves our opinion of those 
ofwlaom, from a slight acquaintance, we might 
be inclined to think extremely well ; and I believe 
yK^ pretty muck the. case with us all. We wear 
our best looks, best manners, best clothes, before 
atrangera ;\Vhut carelessly assume our every day 
•appearance before our intimates. .No, there is 
one wh^the more she is known, the more she 
roust he esteemed and beloved ; it is my deur, 
friendly Anne, whose face and manners are ever 
tke same ; only that those who are so happy as 
to see her in her most retired moments, will see 
ber most amiable. Forgive me, you know I never 
flatter, but speak as I feel. I will own, that I may 
be partial ; self-love incites in us affection for th«se 
irho arc continually shewing us marks of friead- 
ahip ; and we are apt to think highly of the dis- 
eemment and understanding of those, who dis- 
cover merit in us. Now this is not by way of 
?pology for loving you, and discovering all your 
xceliencies ; no, it is to make peace with you for 
aring to tell you of them. 
Madam O 'Donnel is a handsome, tasty, sbewy 
belle ; dresses to the extreme of the mode, rouges 
high, and says any thing she thinks of at all times 



1ETTE» XX1» 

SARAH TO ANKB. 

DubUn, Jan 

THIS elegfftnt apartment, to whiol 
invited yon, when I was obliged to re 
pen, you must not think, is a saropU 
of our lodging. Madani*s apartme 
reality, very genteelly furnished, anc 
handsome parlor, drawing t*oom an* 
her; within which last, there M-as a 
room, intended for a dressing room, ' 
a bed was fixed for Miss Caroline. 
Bellamy wished me to sleep ; -but as 
tend to have the hours I devote to t 
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lightly reveller, rcturninp; lo his nc^^lcclrd 
c», breaks upon the ear, I sit and muse, auvl 
;, and sonietirocs weep. Yet vliy should I 
) ? is it the remembrance of past happiness ? 
-no— for I do not remember «uy time so 
ly, as to have a vfhh that it should return- 
>c sometimes thought, circumstances might 
: concurred to have made ray lot in life easier; 
ve are such inadequate judges of what would 
titutc our real felicity, that perhaps, had I 
I my own fortune, I should not have found 
elf happier, than I am now ; and yet, Anne, 
n in early life I have thought upon a union 
life, with one of the opposite sex, I have 
ted to myself scenes of domestic felicity ; 
: been fascinated witli the pictures fancy has 
rayed, and simply thought time would, in 
unian i^robability, realize them. Alas ! how 
irably did I deceive myself ! 
It of what U9e is this retrospect ? The past 
nc beyond reeal ; the present must be en- 
d, be its infelicities what they may ; besides, 
. not the only unfortunate bciugin the world ; 
sands and thousands are more wratehcd, 
i dopressvid than I am. 1 have health ; I 
a tnU'rable portion of understauding, whicli 
•cceive«l the be si cfi I of being cultured bycdu- 
n ; anl I have what not worlds couM pur- 
£, a Lriod, a VMluafaiu friend. 0!i sharne ! 
le on mc, that with «uch bU'ssingsii; posscss- 
L should dare breaUic a murmur for ihote^ 
6 



. .. . .^^«,i. |«woavaniuii ui my mind, CO 
()' Doniiel ; but circumstartces hr 
rcdj to let aside those scruples, ai 
liberty to tell voii, tli9t I do not tl 
is married to the man she lives wit 
name is O 'DonneL In trtith. An. 
into A family every tray oncongeni 
ings, and yet I am so sitaatcJ, that 
leave it. But to proceed, and tel 
Buspieions first arose, and how they ^ 
ed. I Iiad been with Mrs. Bellamy 
to her daughter's house, which It a 
one, famished in a most czpensi^ 
attendants, carriages, Sic. suitable t 
ance of the mansion ; but in all t 
never saw the husband. I inquired w 
and was told he was a great deal fn 
he was a nember of partiament. ] 
the list, but did nnf ««» ♦*»• ««—>-. * 
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itreet, tntl saw a chariot passing with a coror< 
on it ; a gentleman and a lady were in it ; 
gentleman looked up at the window, and I 

by the expression of his conntcnancc, that 

Loeir the eUld, though he took nd notice of 

••Whose carriage is that ?" said I to 

7Une,whe stood l>eside mc. '*Lord Linden's," 

she, and her face flashed crimson deep, 
ho was that gentleman in it," said I. **Papa," 
the little boy, without waiting for his sister 
sply. "What, is that your father, Caroline ?'* 

I. •*No, not my— his lordship^that is 
— *' "What is the girl stammering abont," 
Mrs. Bellamy, who just then caught a word 
wo of what we were sayings *'oan't you tell 
I. Damley, that your father is not in Ireland ?" 
oline blushed still deeper ; aud even Mr». O 
(inel's faee wore a higher tint^ than it had re- 
ed from some of the best French roage« I 

nothing more ; Caroline was desired to play- 
last lesson, and the child waa ohid for calling 
r hia father. "Why, papa did not hear me,"^ 

the boy. "It it well he did not," said hia 
htr, "he wonld have been angry with you, 

me too." 

Iiese urcumttances dwelt upon my mind— - 
I thought it most prudent not to mention 
n ; though fully resolved to have my suspi- 
■ removed, or confirmed, I was determined 
le watchfol of eiroumstances as they took 
«. Two or three nights after this, we were 
km plaji And about the raidiUe of the flnl 



before put to Caroline, of. Who are the 
the box to the Tight/' said she, *'arf 
Parkinson's (laughters ; that young o^ 
sktands behind the general, is going to hi 
to the eldest ; that handsome man, with 
his breast, in tlic next box, is lord Un 
pale, delicate lady on his right hand, ii 
and the lovely girl on his left, is his sis 
uot know the other ladies.*' "One o 
Miss Meredith," said Mi*s. Bellamy, 
oerned as p >ssible ; *'she is a lovely ws 
as to that lady Linden, she is such an ur 
oream-faccd thing, I do not wonder 1 
sick of his bargain ; she had a awmgin 
mud my lord was loaded with younger 
portions ; to for the sake of Tillna, 
gardens, be took the iuanimate stati 
bargain." This vrms teid with a snee 
followed by a laugh at her own wit 
daar Anne, cam I iNunt to you the h 
-v- ni-^ «,^ Kimrt. AB I reflected. 
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mtrried. "Hew long hire ihey been married I" 
8«id I. •*Scven years," was the reply. "Have 
they any cliildren ?" "Three, two girls and • 
boy " Great God ! thought I, arc men all 
alike ? Ts there no siich thing as stabiUty or 
honor in the sex ? 1 endeavored to suppress the 
Tinchari table thought ; yet ideas would crowd and 
jostle each other in their rapid flight through mj 
braiM. Man^s it only the fault ef man, that so 
much depravity exists in the world ? No ! were 
there no Remains, no O'Dennels, there would 
be no Darnleys nor Lindens. Yet here, perhapi, 
I err, and throw too great an odium on my own 
lex. Who then is to blame ? Or on what 
must we throw the censure ? On poor human 
nature ? How bewildered is the mind, how 
incapable is the judgment, of deciding on these 
intricate points ! Say, is it the fault of education ? 
Tet we know, nature left to herself, is liable to 
the grossest errors ; nay, will commit without 
repugnance, actions, which, in civilized society, 
are denominated crimes ; even of the blackest 
dye. But it may be argued, it were better the 
mind remained in a savage state, than imbibe false 
reasoning an.! false principles, under the sem- 
blance of proper information. 

I was sitting after shipper, leaning my head on 
my hand, and musing on this inexplicable riddle, 
when Mrs. Bella my thus accosted me r But 
it was a long conversation, and shall be the sub- 
ject of my next Adieu. Heaven bless and 
"prestrve my Anne. SARAHi 



AVjf/ said Mrs. BeHanij, hiughing, a 
her hand on my arm, 'and pray what in 
subject of your meditation ?' '«1 was « 
said I, looking full in her face, «of lady 
'Humph !' said she, <and 1 presume loi 
and Mrs O'Dotinell were associated 
idea of her ladyship ?' 

*Tliey certnitily wore,' I replied gri 
But to have do!»e .with"«Ae wrf," and ' 
(which are ever to me Uie moat tedic 
ruptions in telling a story,) 1 will proce. 
dialogue without them. 

•Perhaps there was a small mixture oj 
ty mingled in the association ?' 
*A veiy considerable degree.* 
•I would gratify it, but that I tapp< 
primitive purity would take ularm ; yo 
draw up your head, and eontraet your U( 
■equential hpow/ 

'If you fear that,vou had better letre nn 

itr UliOTAtifiPrl ' '' 
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If by mj antiqiutefl prailerf » yoa neau «; 
ideas of rig^ht and wrong, you will find it a diffieult 
matter to laagh me oat of tliem.' 

'Perhaps an old womaa may find it rather 
difiiouU, hat be not too eoafideot of yoar own 
strength until yoa have resitted the penuasions 
of a young, handsome, rieh lover, with unbounded 
affection on one hand, and all the aUurementa of 
affluence on the other.' 

'1 should be in no danger from such a one, un- 
less I felt a predilection for him myself; and it is 
not in the power of beauty or wealtli, to awaken 
any thing more in my bosom, than a kind of 
distant admiration.' 

'O, the heart is always thought invulnerable, 
until it is absolutely lost ; but pruy, my f ligid 
friend, if youth, beauty, and riches, have no 
power on that impenetrable bosom, what mar 
the requisites be, necessary to awaken it from the 
torpor of stupidity ? For really. I think a woman 
without passion, is a kind of automaton, can Apeak 
and move indeed, but is ahsoluiely dead to all tlie 
pleasures of life.' 

'I am not without passions.' 

'Oh ! I beg your pai-don, you arc in love with 
your husband ? — no, now I remember, that can- 
not be ; no woman can be so tame as to love a 
man who had used her so ill.' 

'Did 1 ever complain to you, madam, of his ill 
usage ?' 

*No i nor to anv bo(f v else that ever I heard of : 
htii the world talked loudly ; besides, h:u lie not 



unless indeed he coarted opportunities 
rid of her ; which I think mast h« h 
and I should advise you, if a fair o 
oeourred, to gratify him and choese f 
another proteeter.* 

'I shall certainly so far gratify him, 
'him of all care on my aoeount ; I ai 
willing to support myself ; and as to 
I am myself the guardian of it. As 1 
a protector. There shall I find one 
light have I to connect myself with an} 
Mr. Damley liTes.' 

<I{ashe not hroken through CTerym 
lian to you ?' 

*That does not release me from 
made to him.' 

*Do you love him.* 

•No.' 

•Do you esteem or respect him ?* 

<lt is impossible I can in so high J 
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She seemed struck at so firm an answer i 
looked silently and graTclj at the fire for several 
■UDBtes, and then asked ahniptly, *Were jou 
erer in loTe ?* 

•No.' ' 

'Have yoa any idea of the forte of that paaiion^' 

*Ye8, 1 beUeni I haTe.' 

* A gain I ask, what requisites aro neeeasarj to 
•waken it in yoor bosom ]* 

nVhat ?— why good sense, good natnre, domet • 
tie Tirtue, liberal edaeation, strong sense of moral 
and religious obligation ; knowledge without 
pedantry ; wit without raneor : a lieari capabla 
of ezperieneing all the fine sensibilities whieln 
dignify human nature ; and strength of roind» ^ 
self denial and moderation, sufficient to keep ' 
them strictly under the jui'ladietion of reason.' 

<0h ! hold, for heaven's sake ! a pretty formali 
old fashioned piece of eloek-work you have put 
together ; do you ever expect to meet with suclk 
a nonpariel V 

*1 neither erpeet, nor d«ai»e it.^' 

<Why not desire it V 

'Because, situated as T* am, to know such a 
tthf j*acter \rould be to feel my own bondage mora 
intolerable.' 

'You are a strange being, Mrs. Damley ; but 
suppose this If luck swan should appear, what 
would become of your fine resolutions then V 

*Such a roan, madam, would never endanger 
the breach of any of them— to merit his esteem , 
Imtut preserve his retpeet ; to this end it would 
6* 



think th&t pUtonio love ean exist i' 

*No. I am not talking of what ii gei 
called love. I belieTe that the moat p 
esteem can exist between the sexes^ if the 
are properly rectified, without the amallc 
proximation towards criininality.' 

'Well, bat we have lost sight -of lord Lin 
shall 1 give yoa the history of my danghtei 
'As yoa please.* 

'Welly 1 believe I must, for I peroei^ 
Caroline stands very low in year esteem.' 
'Will year history, do you imagine^ ( 
raise her ?' 
'Why— y— es, I believe it may.' 
'Then I should like to hear it.* 
She began ; so take it in her own woi 
pardon me, not nntil next pott. 

SAI 
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LETTEK XXIIl. 

SARAH TO ANNE. 

Dublin^ Febntary IS, 1779. 
*MY (Unghter/ taid Mn. BelUmy, 'was at the 
ago (if aevciitecD, married to Mr. O 'Donoella 
who was past thirty— lhat» however, was of no 
eonsequenoe ; a disparity of age, unless very great 
indeed, not being of the importanee it is gene- 
rally su^iposed to be to matrimonal felicity ; 
cspeeittlly when the superiority is on the man's 
side. O 'Donnell was handsome, lively, and had 
the manners and education of a gentleman ; his 
fortune was not large, but this I did not discover 
until some months after their marriage. Cui'u- 
line was my only ehild I had a genteel annuity 
on which I lived, and her appearance had been 
always such that he supposed she had a very 
considerable fortune.' 

'Did you know he hnd those ideas.' 
<1 knew but very little about the business until 
it was completed. My daughter - was on a visit 
to a friend in the conntiy $ O 'DonncU saw her, 
admired her, and persuaded the silly ehild to go 
oft' with him to Scotland.' 

<liul your daughter any reason to think, had 
Tou known of her intended connexion, that you 
would have disapproved, or endeavored to. pre- 
vent it ?' 

<I ilon't know that she had ; but she was the 
Tcry child of ramanoe, and loved every thing that 



fbr a moment, and then proceeded *: — - 

'When tliey remrnc-d fnm this imp' 
excanion, thej eamte direetlj to Londmiy 
my house. 1 vts in vome messareprepai 
it ; for thelady whom Caroline had been f 
wrote rae wonl or their dcpartDre, and si 
self addressed a letter to me from York, 
she stopped a few hoars on her way to Se 
I received them with cordiality, and i 
imagined I bad no reason to be displease 
my daughter's choice ; as from erery app( 
about O 'Donnell, his dress, his expen 
equipage. Sec. I concluded him to bo a 
independent fortune. The house I lived 
tieat, but not spacious O 'Donnell 1ot< 
pany ; our style of living did not suit his < 
ganl turn. He one morning, about three 
after bis marriage, hinted that it would I 
convenient rtnd agreeable to have a large: 
and more extensive establishment *'W( 
•aid T. •'vhv then do you not take a Xurp 
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mtiiy when I made this remark ; his checks iMt 
their animated hue, his lips trenihled, and delib- 
erately setting his cap of tea on tlie table, l>e re- 
plied, ''I shall he happj, madam, to provide 
Ttmr danghter loeh an establisbment, when 70« 
hftTe paid her fortune ; you say it ii time we 
thoui^t of a removal, only that 1 have been wait- 
ing u daily expeetation of your leading to this 
■nljeet, and making this necessary settlement, I 
■hould have apared so protracted a trouble ; be- 
sides whieb, I thought my dear GaroUne would 
«ot wish to be separated from her mother ; and 
intended, whenever that arrangement should 
take place, to have given you an invitation to 
reside with us { and even now, if she prefers .this 
house, we will renbaiu in it, and sliall he lughly 
honored in having you make a part of our fam- 
ily ; but— but my wUe most be mistress in her 
own house, and preside at her own table." 

*'Whcn she has a. house of her own, Mr. 
O 'Donnel," 1 replied, <'she may do so, hut I 
heg leave to retain my place and my authority 
over my own family ; and to express my thanka 
to you for the honor you have done me in re- 
questing me to become a visitor, where 1 have a 
riglit to command, but I beg leave to decline it. 
As to what you hint about Caroline's fortune, I 
am at a loss to understand you ; who ewr told 
you that she had any ?" 

*4t wai a general received opinion in the eir* 
cle where I first hecaiue acquainted with her ; 
aad vhea I, through the medium of a frien^t 



ly soul, madam, had I not thoaght her u 
n independence, I would not.'* 
*'Upon mj word, she ii infinitely oblig 



•ou." 



C(( 



'She OQght to he ; from the fint mon 
iaw her, I found my tenderneaa powe 
awakened ; every sncceeding interview t 
to heighten my lidmiratJon, and inerea 
passion. But elevated as she appeared 
above my hopes ; educated as she had bee 
accustomed from infancy to all the elcg 
all the indnlgcnces affluence eonld proc 
should never have dared to breathe tlie si 
\voi(l thiit might have betrayed my seer 
she not, by a thousand innocent, indesc 
actions, given roe reason t» think I was 
different to her. Nor even then, would 
been the selfish villain, to desire to ur 
destiny with ntine, and plunge her into c 
alive poverty ; but being told, her own 
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the right of receiving fifteen thousand pounds }'" 
"No, by heavens," he replied with vehemence, 
'*! loved her for herself: and if in th&t partiea- 
Ur I bnve been deceived, I only lament it for 
her sake.*' 

*'Toa have been deceived most egregiously ; 
Caroline has no fortane." 

*<So be it," said he, throiiring dovn a pam- 
phlet, with some emotion df chagrin which 
he had beea permsing previous to the com- 
mencement of our conversation : **So be it : I 
have a small estate in Ireland, the yearly reve* 
Bue of which is about two hundred pounds ; if 
she will go with me thither, and be content with 
so limited an income, I will devote my life to 
her service and happiness ; and by following the 
profession for whieh I was educated, namely, the 
law, I will endeavor to add to the comforts, and 
may by industry, in time, even procure for my 
beloved Caroline the elegances of life. And to 
convince you, madam, that I had no intention to 
commit depredations on year daughter's prop- 
erty ; here is a writing, (continued he, rising 
and tiBlockiog a small writing desk, which stood 
in the parlor) properly executed for a settle- 
ment : it only requires aams to be spediied, and 
signatures annexed, to make it binding, even to 
the utmoet extent of her supposed fortune." 

*He most have been a man of a liberal spirit*' 
Mid I, iBterrupting Mrs. Bellamy. 

*fie was » man of the moat eonsaouaate art/ 
Hddahc. 



'How did U *Uonnct v«t' 

his splendid appearances with his eont 
finances ?' I asked. 

'Yoa shall hear/ said she^ 

And so shall you, Anne, another tim« 
now I am too weary to add any thilig mo 
the most fervent prayer, that health, pea< 
prospcnty may be the constant attendanti 
chosen friend of my soul. Adieu. 

BJ 



LETTER XriY. 

SARAH TO ANNE. 

DubHn, Feb, U 
•tiruvjir OO^onnel made this pompoi 
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consequence become the sole controller of her 
fortune ? lie turned very pale at this interroga- 
tion, but pi*otested that it was at the earnest 
entreaty of Caroline, that he had forborne "writ- 
ing to me ; besides, he added, "I was too con- 
scioas of the narrow state of my own finances, 
to wish a strict scrutiny to be made. I perceive, 
(said he after a moment's pause) thtt you are 
surprized at the appearance I have made since 
my acquaiDfancc with your daughter : I will 
account for it. I had an intimate friend, who 
from childhood had passed the chief part of his 
time with me; we were' playmates, school-fel- 
lows, and pursued our academic studies togeth- 
er. His inclination boding to the law, as well as 
mine, we finished our studies under the same 
practitioner; during the la^t year of our study, 
we purchased a ticket in the lottery between us, 
it came up a prize of two thousand pounds. It 
was suggested by my companion, that with this 
sum, we might stand a chance, by good manage- 
ment, to get wealthy wives ; and a bett was 
actually laid, which should get married the 
soonest, and to the richest lady. We left Ire- 
land togctlier, and having arrived in London, 
eqtiippcd ourselves with every thing becoming 
men of a certain rank. He bent his course to- 
wards Xorthumbcrland and Scotland, and I took 
a more westerly circuit We separated, in or- 
der that our pursuits might not clash with each 
othor. The first interview I had witli your 
daughter, convinced mc that there my pursuit 
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myselt tor, wmcli is, not intormin] 
my poverty, before the irrevocabl 
onr lips. But I haye only to plead i 
excess of my passion, which woald : 
resolution to be sincere, lest by tb. 
should lose all ihat made life desii 
was death to reflect only on the ba 
of being deprived of Caroline, or l 
esteem.'* 

"Well, sir," said I, **yon have now 
trial when you have put it out of 1 
recede { for I do assure you, she I 
than three hundred pounds in the v 
will be little enough handsomely to 
I ther^ leilb the room ; on the stuirs 
line : <'So you have made a fine p 
with your precipitancy," said I, "3 
is a beggar almost." But it would 
recount all the altercations, bickci 
nature, tliat succeeded to this espl 
lens^th it was agreed that we bIh 
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Btul expenses always greatly exceeded their in- 
eome, aud in less than three years, they were 
ioTolved in debts and diffiealties. Caroline had 
been notieed by some persons of the first distine- 
tioa I and this lund of society obliging her to be 
czpensiTe in her dress, he vas continually up- 
"braidiog her with extravaganee At length, he 
was actually sent to prison ; his estate, which he 
had preTionsly mortgagjed to its full value, to- 
gether with hit honschold furniture, he. was 
seised, and Caroline thrown again upon my pro- 
teetion, with her daughter, who was born in the 
second year of her marriage. We retired to a 
small ineonTenient lodging. O *Donnel saw no 
probable means of extricating himself from his 
difficulties. I did not think myself bound to 
maintain a roan, who had acted so dishonorable a 
part by my child ; he was left to endure the 
punishment due to his folly. In the mean time, 
lord Linden offered his pi*^ction to Mrs. 
O 'Donnel ; his peraon was handsome j his offers 
libei'al in the extreme ; his manners most pre* 
possessing ; in a word, Cai-olinc loved him. 

'You mistake, Mrs. Bellamy,* said I, with a 
blush ef indignation, 'she loved her own ease ; 
her own gratification — and if in these distressing 
eircumstanees she left her husband, and threw 
herself into the arms of an infamous seducer, 
far the sake of affluence and splendor, she is the 
most eonteaiptiblc of human beings.' 

*She accepted his loixlship's liberal offers,' 
said the deipiaable mother, 'and I advised her to 



*No, no^' I replied hastily, *bat i 
in its merey never tempt me 
itrength, 6r leaTe me til fall into sa 
miierj.' 

<Guilt !' die retorted, 'Mrs. Dam] 
have you anderstand that I think Car 
ing her hashand was the most landal 
her fife.' 

*Do not say so,*— I cried— *do not 
pose yoa so lost to honor, to virtue ; 
no more— permit roe to vish you a | 

She gave her head a half seornful, 
plaisan^inclination, and I retired ton 
too much astonished to sleep ; too mu 
ed to weep. Adiea. 
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l.ETTER XXV. 
SARAH TO ANNE. 

Dublin^ March 20, 1779. 

THE Teil once drawn aside from a deprarcd 
•haructer, when it is do longer conceived neces- 
sary to assume tbe semblance of virtue, bow 
soon it is wholly thrown off, and vice suffered to 
appear ia her own disgusting form. So it is with 
Mrs. Bellamy. She permitted tlie mask to be 
withdrawn for a moment on the morning when 
l)ie child pointed out his father ; it was still 
further dropped at the play, and after the rela- 
tion of her daughter's history ; after she had the 
eflroutcr}' to confess herself the adviser and 
abettor of her child's infamy, she had no longer 
any measures to keep 1 was shocked to find 
into whose hands 1 had fallen ; for I had been 
80 improvident as to come /rom England with 
bcr, without any written agreement, or any 
specified sum being agreed on for ray services, 
and 1 discovered upon mentioning t)ie morning 
after the conversation repeated in my last, that 
I must return to my friend?. She siiid, she im- 
agined [ should not think of leaving her until she 
had provided some one to supply my place, in 
regard to Caroline. *I perfectly remember, 
fuailam,' saiid 1, 'that I promised not to leave 
you, without giving you a month^s time to pro- 
Tide another governess for your grand-<laughter, 
or gire a|i a month's salary ; the latter I am 



niighty huny ?* 

•My reason is, madam, that I feel a i 
to remaiDing: in a family, the mbtres 
professes piinciples whieh 1 hare 
taught to hold in ahhorrence.' 
•You are more plain than polite, m 
Where would he the use of wh 
politeness in this ease ? Let me a 
reason 1 please for quitting your family 
relation you gave me last night, your 
^ouid immediately suggest to you the 
I am sorry to offend you ; I do not me 
certainly have a right to act as you pl€ 
surely you will aUow me the same 1 
wish not to influence you hy my opii 
•onduct, nor while I retain my rew 
yours influence me.' 

'And in what manner do you propose 
ing to England? It is a long, and I 
the cheapest way you can, you will find 
an expensive imii*n«v ««j , . 
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f ra, I JM.:, 

vbea I i«r*:tfi ..-. Tiiru* » ::•. ••"' r vj* r^c 
deprcUKA "•.* n7 *.• tnnuaarc.^* iv-.** -- r^c 
ay r.at.»* j.-.ii . ■ir'^n^ar ^tv iwv^ :n..;s34 
with Bvc. .lair v* v-ii«a . ;-• ■: viKrit. if. = "- ih""*? 
Bov ccsT a v^uK^ uul « fii'v 4ftiiiir.tri a *^e 
world.' 

ft look of •M'MkJiAm/anr^ ' a :t ^r.**!*!** -i-- !-«' 
kive eQi&« ii*-« w-*-ar.»x-. my r.:c<7 - J •3*7' 
pocket: ••i^.j^oi* j-c a^l >««■: t^kf- s.;'*.. c:*! 
yw intend to thm-r yooneif erurtry .'" se " 

•Xo, madam! got shaU r.c* trvnibSc >ou; I 
irill. cTen with the trifle 1 poMcw, nuit your 
iMMM this night ; I will send wor.1 wh^i-r I may 
be found, and when you can make it canviMiuMil 
joa ean send the money to inr. 

•QuUe independent and npU'm'd, 1 dnduiT. 
But repuubl.8 li«u««-kMlMit mh' P»»ny ••»»••»- 
^ixm who ikvy ftdmU M Ui««tr tamilic* , ynu 
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.uiu a. cuicr sucn a liouse ; 
deceived in becoming an inin»tc ^ 
ilj, would 1 volantarily remain uf 
ered ray error.* % 

1 said this wilh pointed acrim< 
ing no further answer than, *Do 
iu a tone of petulant disuppointn 
to inj own apartnieutj and begai 
few moveables, ready to make a 
as 1 had secured a place to rcti 
eleven o'clock Mrs. O 'Donnel 
few moments madam went away 
carriage. I descended to the fin 
some work I had left on the tabic 
setting the room to rights, rubbing 
Iec. Seeing that she had turned u( 
if going to scour the floor, 1 inquir 
lamy was going to diuc out/ '\ 
girl, 'there be a piece of cold bee 
we might fetch up for your dinner 

The morning was tclcrably (int! 
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to ask the price of any apartments in genteel 
looking houses, and felt an instinctive repug- 
nance to entering the abodes of poverty and 
-wretchedness. It also appeared to my harrass- 
ed and depressed imagination, that having resid- 
ed four months with snch a woman as Mrs. Bel- 
lamy, wonld throw such an odium on my good 
name, that none who set a just value on their 
reputation, wonld adroit me into their houses. 
Irresolute, oppressed in spirit, andfaUgued from 
the long disuse of the exercise of walking ; I 
\randered up one street and down another, with- 
out having courage to knock at a single door, 
though I saw on several *^ Lodgings to Let ;** at 
length in a small chandler's shop, in a narrow 
lane, I ventured to make the desired inquiry. 
The shop was small, the lane was dirty ; but 
the woman who stood behind the counter was 
perfectly neat in her person, her clothes were 
very coarse, but withal very clean and free from 
rags. A IKtle girl about seven years old sat knit* 
ting in an inner room. When I asked the ques- 
tion, '*liave you a chamber to let ?'* the woman 
eyed me from head to foot, not with any appear- 
ance of ill natnrc, but as if judging from my 
dress, what my character might be. 

*i have a chamber to kt,' said she, in a mild 
civil voice, * bnt I do not think it will suit y^iu.* 
*I shonld like lo look at it,' said I, pleased 
with her manner. *It would be giving yourself 
'trouble to no purpose,' said she, 'for I do not 
think we should agree.* ""And ^iiy not ?' • I am 
7 



1 



ed that the 'very mention of Bellamy an 
nell would mln me with eTeiy on< 
paused on the step of the door, a woir 
in to purchase some trifle ; I turnei 
mistress of the shop, and said, 'Since 3 
we cannot agree, can you tell me of a 
where I shall he likely to get a room V 
does the gentlewoman want a lodging I 
woman customer. 'Yes,' was the ans^ 
room would not suit her.' *Dear me, ma 
lucky,' said she, coming up to me, «il 
just step to my house, only a little hit fi 
the lane, I've got a nice room, I would 
to disparage neighbor Trudy's, but m 
sure, a great deal more neaterer, ai 
not keep a shop — but has a pretty littl 
parlor, where you can sit jitad work, 01 
see an acquaintance. You know, ma'a 
body has acquaintances, tho'f they be i 
often tells neighbor Truely here, if Ott 

.• 1.. __ ^_»« «mvMA*l*«\AO " celt' 
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&bout the price, I took down the name of mj 
landlady, and the lane where she lived ; paid 
her a wdek's adTance, and told her I would coine 
in tbe eTeninf^passing Mrs. Truelj*i ihop, I 
was taming to inquire the character of the wo- 
man in whose hoase I was going to reside, when 
conscience said, *What right have you to inquire 
the character of another, who hare no vouchers 
ftp your own ?' 

Humhled, weary, and faint, I pursued my way 
back to Mrs. Bellamy's; where a fresh scene 
of nqprtification and humiliation awaited ine. 
Anne, Anne, my heart is swollen nearly to burst- 
ing, with mingled grief and resentment. Alas ! 
what am I ? whom can I look to for comfort ? to 
whom shall 1 fly for protection^ from indignity 
and iusolt ? Adieu. 

SARAH. 



LETTER XXVI. 
SARAH TO ANNE. 



DubUn, March SStk, 1779. 

WHKN T returned to Mrs. Bellamy's house in 

order to remove my trunk to my new habitation, 

the maid brouglit up my dinner, and while I was 

eatiug it> a porter brought a packet directed tp 
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riginals, for I have not patience to irunaw 

I ; you see the situation they are in, I bi 

them with indignant tears ; have tramp 

n under roy feet ; I would have torn i 

nious scrawls to atoms, and scatt^i'ed th 

lie winds of heaven, or given them to the 

ring flames, hut I prescrve<l them that ] 

y see how low, how . very low, your p« 

al) is fallen. • - 

Letter FirsL-^To Mrs, DARXLEY.' 

I AM exceedingly concerned, my dear I 
arnley, at the little brnlee which has tf 
ace between my mother and yourself, espec 
1 she tells me you talk of leaving her ; t1 
raent, because I think Caroline very muci 
roved since you have had the entire mar 
tent of her ; not but that it has been a m 
r surprise to me, that a woman so young, If 
nd accomplished as yourself, should ^ 
■' ^---^njation of being si 
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jf H ■ , who 18 an intimate friend of lord 
Jtnden's, and whom yon have seen at my hoase 
md at mj mother's, has ot'ten expressed his 
'ervent admiration of your person, manners and 
iccomplishments. He was present when iny 
[mother told us of your quarrel ; I do assure you 
lie took your part very highly, called you a 
persecuted angel ; raved at my mother, and 
H^as setting off post haste, to offer you consola- 
tion, in the form of a young handsome lover and 
a settlement ; hut I stopped him, told him he 
must conduct himself with prudence and delicacy, 
if he wished to succeed with yoii-*so while he is 
vritiiig his amorous epistle, I have scrawled 
these hasty lines, to intreat you to give his pro- 
posal a fair perusal, and take it into serious con- 
sideration. Only reflect, my dear, on the 
unprotected state, in which you now are, in a J 
atrange place, without friends or money. You \i ill 
perhaps say, you have reputation ; hut, child, 
■will reputation pay your lodging, or huy you a 
new gown when you want one ? No, helieve roe^ 
poor reputation is many a time left naked in the 
ttreet, while those who have disclaimed and 
turned her out of doors, arc sumptuously clothed, 
inhabit palaces, and ride in splendid equipages. 
But I will say no more ; your own good sense 
will direct you ; and surely 1 think you cannot be 
80 wilf dlly blind to youi' own interest, as to refuse 
the offers of the marquis. Do, child, be wise for 
once, and take the advice of a friond, though I 
am arguing agiunst myself to persuade you to d« 



ivhlch at present jou can have no coi 

Letter second — JUarquis ©/"H—— . 

Dabxlkt. 

Jtiadam, 
THOUGif I have but a few times 
pleasure of being in your company 
have been enough to awaken in my ' 
ments of the highest esteem for j 
and vii*tues. I have unilerstood fror 
lord Linden, that you have connecte 
marriage, it ith a man who knows n( 
to appreciate your worth ; and who h 
you to come unprovided and unpr 
this country, that by the exertion of} 
yon may obtain means of subsis 
madam, being the case, prevents m 
honor of laying mvself and foitune 
But as from the treatment you have 
from yoar husband, every tie mu; 
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prefer re«idiii|f there ; m eftrria||;e and servants 
shall attend your order, free of expense, and a 
settlement of five hundred poandsa year during 
your life, atraits your acceptance ; only allow me 
the privilege of passing some hours of every 
day in your society, and by studying your 
charmingly intelligent countenance, discover and 
prevent your wishes, before you have time to 
give them utterance I have desired the person 
ivho brings you this, not to wait for an answer. 
I will not hurry your gentle and delicate nature ; 
take your own time to consider ray proposals ; 
only to give me one comforting gleam of hope* 
allow me to see you for five minutes this even* 
ing, at Mrs. Bellamy's ; I will call about nino 
o'clock ; I will not say one word on the subject . 
of this letter ; my visit shall be confined to the 
period mentioned ; if it is your wish, only receive 
ine without a frown,and 1 will live in the hope,that 
my future visits (when you are settled in your 
own house) will be welcomed with a smile. I 
am, madam, with the utmost respect, your sin- 
cere adorer, U. 

When r had read these most diabolical epistles, 
my beloved Anne, the^rst impulse of my seal 
was to offer humbly, on ray kneds, my thanks to 
the Giver of all goo<l, that this'' marquii, thii 
man who would thus artfully insintilfo himself into 
my favor, is not a person vho is very tilfcly to 
awaken the least emotion of tenderness; next to 
this effasioa of thanks, an ardent prayer arose. 



(Ued— far from all who are interested 
isy Frederic^ and my dear Anne, roj 
let me not think on him ; Anne, I 
own weakness; and though not assuled 
I knew my safety lay only in flight- 
a coach, put my trunk into it, and wi 
ipg any word for Mrs. Bellamy, dr 
new lodgings. 

Secure and happy in the reflect 
have done right, I slept that night wit 
•omposure ; but each returning day 1 
it some anxiety ; for, alas, how am I 
I will trust in God. I am willing to w 
surely obtain employment sufficient t 
the mere necessaries of life. I will -« 
again,but do not expect long norfrequ- 
I have now to labor for a living ; do not 
I shall do very well, no doubt. He 
you, ray good, my friendly Anne. Vi 
f shall never cease to love and hoDor 
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LETTXa XXTII. 
ANNE TO ELENOH. 

London, July 17 ih, 1779. 

TRING your residence in London, mj dear 
ni, you saw every letter I reeeivcd from 
Darnley, and were witocss to tbc cruel 
ty I experienced upon the receipt of the 
ill wliich she inforiued me of her removal 
Mrs. Bellamy's ; though I highly- applaud- 
:r coiidnct, I trembled for the dangers to 
1 slic might be exposed in licr miserubla 
at, and^s slic had given no direction how a 
cr might find her ; however, hoping that 
light scMid to the post-office to inquire for 
's, I wrote, having first placed a sum ot 
:y w iih a b};nker,who had a correspondent in 
in, with orders to pay it to her; giving such 
2ular iastructions, that in case the letter 
d be lost, there might be no danger of the 
;y being taken by an impostor. This money 
rcattfd her to take and make what use she 
ed witli it, but bv all means to come to Eng- 
where she might be within reach of thuie 
lo\e, esteem, and would protect her to tlio 
s? ot'lheir power. Having thus.donej I rested 
et, until I imagined time enough was elapsed 
1 aiii*Mer to arrive , but Moajiswercnmc. I 
Battered nnsch that Sarah, in eoniplianco 
my advite, was on her wav.h me; but a 
h p;issed on^and still no lUtc li^^oi -c ari'iring;^ 
7» 



-..^a.My «iu enueavour to prevail 
turn I or, hy sending the inrinui 
(for sueh by his letter I am oonvim 
use all his arts in order to reduce 
degraded lerel with herself. Thrc 
I entertained a faint hope that I m 
ivhere she 'was, and have the saperl 
of relieying her necessities, admii 
her comfort, and cheering her hti 
Yincing her my friendship was unde 
esteem nndiminishedt my heart as 
tached as ever. 

Mr. Lewis, though an excellent i 
not feel interested as I did in the fate 
and neglected writing for above a wi 
his letter was gone, it was three weeki 
received an answer ; and when he die 
deprived me of my reason. I will { 
full account of Mr. Lewis's visit tome 
transcribe the letter which he has lef 
He was polite enough to call tb* •••• 
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ItMiA. 'I hare reeeiTod m latter from DabUn»* 
Mkl he, as he M me lttfe» the drftwiaf-voemj 
but I fear it w91 Mit aflbrd J9« «qr f^Mnre*' 
emitiaoed lie» mi lie leeUe J Itoedfc ^amiwy 
math fffriidf Mf gODd Miit Awinj, dwt JMT 
Ain. Dfernlej is mi mriM wemes «li»hM Soi* 
poaeil en jroor nosiiipMoaa heftrt* 'Did Jtna. 
know her, ihr, ^ wealdiMieii hflnWi t|ioi» idcM « 
•he it M» lar from praetMny Ait, that iheearrtaP 
her aineerity almoat to mi extreme i aift ven 
she inclined to practise it, her tnteUigiijI eoBD* 
tenancc woald hetraf her i for ia erery tetiunp^ 
(In partietilar, her sot^ea^reiiiTe eyes) y«amef 
read erury emotion of her ardMil* tbos^ttMOl^ 
rupted heart.' 'Well, well !' said be, a Ifttf 
you ere mi enthvmnt, so will aot MPgne the poivt 
with you. Here is the letter I have reeeiTod & 
read it ^ your leiaare { from the latcUifenee k 
eontai/ts, I am M to imafiiie yon will ehaogB 
yoor opinSon ; indeed I- eauiot hut he amafte^ 
(hat yoQ aboeki thmk ao highly of a woman who 
resided several months with a person of Mm. 
Bellamy's deseription i if she is innocent, the 
least we can say is, she has heen very imprudent/ 
I weokl haVe vindieatedher ; offered to produce 
her letters { hot tWs he would ooft let^me dui 
saymg, hd woeld talk t0 mfs ahont Hwhea it* 
saw me agaie t he thea left me, aad with.A pd* 
pMating Wart, I sat down to read the letleA r 
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letter, was a person in whose fa 

self, or some of your friends, we 

interested. When I discovered 

Bellamy was, I will confess I was 

you could be any way engaged in a 

a woman who had resided in 1 

she is the mother of the celebrate 

nell, who has alienated the a 

(otherwise) worthy lord Linden, 

Hble lady and her lovely child 

Mrs. Bellamy was always suppoi 

T-le agent who instigated the daugl 

to ensnare, and whose counsel afte 

her to bind fast, the fetters whicl 

■hip in his unworthy bondage. H 

sumed you had some very good n 

ing me to he particular in my in^ 

in earnest about it The old gei 

oeived me with politeness, regret 

not in her power to give me the c 

otion where Mrs. Darnley was to i 
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«Ae 6ay when she wu oat| the bad taken her 
trank and gone ofT, withoiat leaving any messagQ 
whatever ; and that she iraa^ned she was gone 
with a kind of sailor-looking man, who used fre- 
quently to come after her. While she was 
speaking, a servant came in to hring a note ; of 
whom she inquired whether any of the people 
below had hcai*d or seen any thing of Darnleyy 
sinee she went away ? • The young woman re- 
plied, that Mrs. O'Donnell's John had said, he 
saw her a few days since go into a house in an 
alley at the lower end of the town. 'It is no 
great matter where she is,' replied Mrs. Del- 
lamy, *for what Is she good for? She imposed 
on me, when she applied for employment, by 
telling an artful tale of her husband's misfortunes; 
said necessity had obliged her to separate her- 
self from him ; but I rather think, from what 
I have since heard, that he had good reasons for 
separating from her.' After this inteUigencey 
my good sir, you may be sure I felt no very 
great curiosity to hear any more about your fair 
adventurer ; hut as you had expressed so ardent 
a de«re for information, I took down the name 
of the alley where the woman said she had been 
seen, and went imme<liate1y there ; inquired at 
every house where I thought it was likely I 
might find her, describing her person according 
to the description given in your letter ; I had 
almost given up all hope, when going into a hoase 
that stood a little more back than the rest, I 
found she was known to the mistress of it, and 
had lived there several weekft. 



as she pleased^ woaki be gratifying 
favorite propensity, and enable me 
a more suooinot aeoount of the per» 
you were so maoh interested, I rem 
and only endeavored to eonneot tfa 
free it from its saperfluities. I leai*ti 
two mouths Mnce, Mrs. Davnley had « 
house and taken a lodging— she did a 
name of Daroley, hot Bceiham t and 
discovered her real name by a poek 
chief she di*opi>ed one day in taking 
from her trunk, on which Sarah Ij 
marked at full h;ugth. '1 took up tl 
chief,' said the woman, 'and looking i 
I thought your name was Beetham V 
ed, and said, *My nam« was one 
*Then you are a married woman V *Y( 
ed she, but she looked c on fused, so 1 
woulfl question her further. 'Whe 
hubbaud V ssrys I. She said she belie 
don. « A nH «»."♦:-«-- " '" 



rtgktl eAteehisedher, anA telUng me she VRnted 
to be ftl«ne, ft» gooU as tamed rae oat of the 
room. Now, sir, thb argufied no good. — I 
thought so too ; but not to weary you with her 
jargon, I found that this delicate Mrs. Darnley 
had been visited by a man several times in the 
course of a week ; that three or four times she 
had gone oat and stayed until between ten and 
eleven o'clock. At last, her landlady having 
remonstrated with her a little mildly upon keep- 
ing such late hours, she told her that she would 
not long be a trouble to her, for she had been 
seeking a situation in a family, and had, she 
thought, met with one to her satisfaction ; that 
about a week afterwards she went away, leaving 
her tmnk as security to the woman of the house, 
for she had never paid for the apartment she occu- 
pied ; that having been absent nearly a fortnight, 
she returned oiie night, requesting to be again 
i*eceived,bat at the same time said she had brought 
home no money ; that she had only ihe clothes 
she had on, and what was in the woman's posses- 
sion ; and that she had walked twelve miles that 
day ; but the apartment being let to another, 
Mrs. Darnley went away ; and a day or two 
after she was seen at a neighboring house, where 
the woman said she sent her clothes after her. 
I went to this house, but could get no further 
informa^n, only that she had been there, and' 
was gone they knew not whither. But it was 
the universal agreement of all, that she was a' 
woman of light oharacter i and the last person I 
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iT . ■•' •" ""•• "cautuie ot new 

^ .* having changer} her name i. 

I ;J that she wishes to conceal )i 

: ones. I wish it haj been n 

J ' procure any more aatisfactori 

. \ could trace her no further 

neither father, brother, or 
honored by her conduct. 1 
further use, any directions y( 
to send, shall be punctually fo 
«ii-, your humble servant, 

JOHNC 

Can you conceive for a mome 

of mind was, during the pcrusa 

see how my poor friend has bee 

J'or, until I have manifest evi, 

never believe her lost to hor.o 

heen betrayed, (the very suppos 

my heart) for ifshe has, she is I 

the worid forever ; she will com 
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would not tempt her into the paths of shame ; hut 
when in distresSjShould a man of sense, deUcacy, 
of polished manners, and insinuating address, 
relieve her, and then sue for her favors-— I ean- 
not answer for her heart ; and when the heart is 
enthasiasticallj impressed with gratefal sensa* 
lions, how soon will assiduous tenderness, from 
an engaging ohject,make it vihrate with a warmer 
sensation, and then, what are our best resolu- 
tioBS ? I speak not as a woman only, hut as a 
child of fruity ; for such are all the sons and 
daughters of Adam. In such a situation, I would 
not answer for the steadiness even of my vir- 
tuous Sarah. 

Did I requu'e any thing to convince roe that 
she is not the depraved being they have repre- 
sented her,^ the sincerity of her replies to the 
woman who interrogated her about her handker- 
chief, wouhl be a safiicient proof, that she retain* 
ed her native singleness of heart ; which, to me, 
was ever the most interesting trait in her char- 
acter. Before she could become abandoned, she 
would have learnt to dissemble. What can I 
do ? How shall I find her ? I have requested 
Mr. Lewis to write to his friend once more ; in 
the mean time, I am determined, however eccen- 
tric y«u may think the step, to wrili to the 
marquisofH ' , and endeavor to interest him 
in her behalf ; a man of his rank has great 
inflaeace in saeh a city as Dublin ; and if he has 
the smallest spark of honor, he will exert him- 
self to restore to her fiaeodB^ a woman whoiahia 



LETTER XXVII. 

ANNE TO ELENOR 

London, AugUB 
I IIAVE written to themnrqais 
T proposed, and received an answe 
both for your perusal, and shall 1 
with my narrative, for I have w< 
count — but yon must take all in 1 
they oo< arred to me. 

Tj the Riffht Honorable the Marq 

M T LORD^ 

THE trouble I am about to gi 
ahiD mav. nerhans. be deemed an 



I hkrt,. mj lord, for manj' jeavB, been in hab* 
its of the strietest intimacy with a lady of the 
name of Damley, who, from a concurrence of 
aofortnnate circumstances, was an inmate in 
Mrs. Bellamy's family daring last winter, where, 
I have been informed, your lordship became ac* 
quainted with her, and judging of her character 
from the character of those in whose society you 
found her, (a fair criterion, I own, in general* but 
in her case- very erroneous,) you made her a pro- 
posal, which, though it evinced much love, 
breathed very little Vesptct. The receipt of that 
letter, drove Mrs. Darnley precipitately from 
Mrs. Bellamy's, and forced a virtuous woman 
on a prejudiced and misjudging world, without 
money, without even a single friend being near, 
to whom she could apply for relief. These par- 
ticulars I had from her own hand, since when, I 
have heard nothing from her. Anxious, unhappy, 
1 employed a person in Dublin, to make inquiries 
concerning her, and have had the misfortune to 
hear, that her churacterhas been vilely traduced 
by those, who, shamed by her unshaken virtue, 
endeavor to bring her to a level with themselves* 
As I presume your lordship was uneonimonly 
pleased with the person of Mrs. Darnley, I ^m 
led to imagine, when she left the house of that 
dishonor to her sex, Mrs. Bellamy, you would 
naturally make some inquiries concerning her, 
and perhaps may have some knowledge of her 
present situation. If you have, my lord, have 
the goodneH to iaform her, that her silence has 



w» nuvic sac 18, "Wll 

cendeseend to make use of the 
rask and fortune giTc you, and 
sought for ; and if you will pei 
people to inform me of the sueee 
you will enhance the obligatiei 
lord, you will nerer haye eaus 
interference in herhehali*; or an, 
mfty gi^e her ; for in serving Sain 
are serring the cause of virtue. 

I have the honor to be, my lord, 
most obedient humble servant. 



MABdiris ©/"H— , to . 

XADAX, 

I WAS honored with your fa 
and feel myself impelled to adra 



letter, 1 told her T would see her in the evening; 
and at the hour I had uppointed, I repaired to 
Mrs. Bellamy's house. Judge of my surprize at 
hearing she was gone, aud had taken her trunks 
\?ith her, leaving no message. I inquired how 
she was eonTeyed from the house ; and learning 
that she went iii a hackney coach, on my re- 
turn home, I employed one of ray servants to 
inquire at the stands around, for the man who 
had taken up a fare at such an hour, in such a 
street — ^by this man 1 discovered where he had 
taken her, and went in the evening of the follow- 
ing day, to the lane where he directe«l me ; 
intending, if I could not prevail ou your fair 
friend to favor my suit, to insist upon being her 
banker, and serve her even against her will. 

Upon my inquiry for the lady who lodged 
there, 1 feared there was some mistake ; for the 
woman of the house shewed me into a httlc par- 
lor, ami said, she would, call Miss Beetham— 
however, I thought I might as well stop, and see 
what kind of a being Miss Beetham was. But 
my doubts were soou removed, for I heard her 
soft voice say, *'It must be a mistake, no gentle- 
man can want me." "It is no mistake, dear 
madam," said I, advancing up two or three 
stairs, fbr from a room at the top of vvhich the 
voice had proceeded. "It is no mistake ; it is you 
I am inquiring for, permit me to say the few 
words I have to oifer you." "You give yourself 
needless toable," said she, coming out of the 
cbAmber, alarmed, I imagine, at hearing my atep 



.„^^«, Mint J' uu may not, 

, diieovered the place of my retrc 

: chiraerioal hopes, that I shall hi 

the fear of poverty, to yield 
4 proposal ; I am, it is true, ui 

I have ever maintained a eonseien 

itself, and hope ever to do so ; p 
you, it is cruel, unmanly conduc 
cute a weroan who has no prote< 
being here this evening, if y( 
would niin me in the opinion of t 
I reside, and to whom 1 must lot 
ter when 1 can get employment 
CD your not repeating your visits, 
argued, she was deaf; I offeree 
hills to any amount, butshewoul 
I endeavored to hold her in conv« 
tain leave to visit her : but she 
trablc as marble ; and having, 
persuasive earnestness, entreat 
bcr in peace, she darted out of t1 
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df in Mch a taking ?" "I have brought tome 
npleasant news, madam," said I, and thinking 

was as well to hare a friend at eoort, I took 
vo or Uiree guineas from mj purse, and pre* 
sating them t« the woman, who eyec^ them witk 
lexpresitible pleasure, I continued, "Miss Bee- 
lam is rather unfortunate in some respects, and 
'ill require much of your attention to keep up 
er spirits. 1 am glad to see she is in the h(>nse 
f a person so interested for her, as you appear 
be. Pray take these as a mark of my good 
k^ill, and be assured, you shall be no loser by any 
ttention you pay her. I hope she will not think 
»f removing from you, if she should, I will thunk 
on to let me know." I then gave her an ad- 
Iress, with a feigned name, in onler to her 
ending me intelligence of the motions of her 
air lodger. 

The next day, happening to meet Mrs. Bel- 
aroy at Mrs O DonnelVs lodgings, whitht r 1 
vent with my friend lord Unden ; the conircrsa- 
jon turned on your charming friend ; when to 
nay great surpnse, the old woman asserted, that, 
lOweTer far Mrs Darnlcy might carry her af« 
icctatiou (as she chose to term it) she was certain 
A the end, my offers wouUl be accepted. And 
fou may believe me, madam, had it not been for 
their insinuations, and her being a rcsidcntflrth^ 
house of a womnn, of more than doubtful eliai^ 
icter, 1 should never have presumed to have 
sfTcnded Mrs. Darnley's delicacy, by Aten-icrof 
my services, upon teroii wkith I iiii|ht have 



uoa trom her hasband ; am 
me oat of the respect I be 
her, that I was resolved nc 
foiled by an artful baggage, 
tv, would laugli in her sic* 
easily imposed on. 

Having received intelliger 
fnend, the landlady, tliat A 
she called herself, Af iss Beet 
herself for a situation to wait 
care of and instruct one or m 
I therefore dispatched an o 
(who no more than myself \ 
in the pui*SBit of a virtuous w« 
was her whim to be treated w 
considered as a pattern of p 
very semblance of virtue was 
I would have her indulged. ( 
himself as the steward of a 
small distance from the city, 
panion ; ♦*»•** ^ ' ' 
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- Bat thif pltn was not so ea^r put in txtau* 
tion as I imagined it would be. She would make 
no eogftgements without letters from the princi- 
pal ; and much time was spent in this ideal cor- 
respondence : at length when all preliminaries 
were settled, the pretended lady chose to take a 
jaunt into the country, with a cfiere amieo^hen, 
and Mrs. Darnley was obliged to be sent to the 
care of the house-keeper, until her intended lady 
should return. At length she did return, and I 
resolved to accompany her home, to shew my 
charmer, as early as possible, that I was upon a 
footing of easy familiarity in the family ; but no 
sooner had she entered Uie parlor, and cast her 
eyes towai*ds us, tlian uttering an exclamation of 
surprise, she sunk on the floor in a state of in- 
aiiiniution. I flew towards her, raised and 
supported her in my arms until some female at- 
tendants, obeying the summons of tlic bell, con- 
veyed her out of the room, when, turning to my 
companion, I beheld her pale, and every mark of 
astonishment on her countenance. "Is thb your 
Miss Beetham r" said she, ironically. "Yes- 
did you ever see her before ?'* *»Oh yes ! I fancy 
I know her better than your lordship does — I do 
not imagine you will find much difficulty in per- 
suading her to accept your terms without any 
interposition of mine." "Was it surprise at 
the sight of you, do you imagine, occasioned her to 
faint ?" "Xo— I rather think it was joy at the 
sight of your lordship ; for according to the plan 
you have pursued, she must have supposed she 
8 



to eo„ver,e with Mr.. oZuj i 

;"• ^*'" '- the mUUt of «, 
^" •oaethi.g flattering in idj, 

t«ken by rarprise. she wm thrown 

»nd her BenmiUy, atmy nnexpeot. 

overonmehercautioa. I w„ fcep, 

al.teho«,,byyarioa.«fle.tion,, 
'I'nary conjeotare,, and slept the 

w«.t.ngforme. «Go,"saidItothef 
M.SS Beetham that breakfast waits, 

•We to leave her apartment, we shl 
J>er company to make our tea." «\ 

■nay save yourseJf the trouble," a 
Quire nftt^v h ».. ^i * 
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of ViDenin it, (tbe only baggage abe brought with 
her) was left behind in her chamber. 

You may easily i m&gioe, madam* that this 
intelligence gave me . great uneasiness ; I was 
sensible it could only be a wish to aToid me that 
prompted her flight* and that whatever might be 
the motive for her conduct* she had uow cai^ried 
it too far to be any longer attributed to afl^ccta^ 
tion. I returned to Dublin, and employed the 
same man who had negoclated the business of a 
place. Sec as related, to watch round the house 
where she liad lodged, and if she returned thither 
to offer her money, of which I was sure she must 
be in great need ; and a letter of apology for my 
former conduct, entreating her to pardon a fault 
I had been led to commit, by the malignity of 
her enemies. 1 professed my full conviction of 
the purity of her heart, and requested she would 
permit me te nominate some proper person to 
protect and conduct her in safety to her friends 
in England. But he returned in the evening, 
informing me, she had not been there. 1 could 
not, upon reflecting on the circumstances of the 
preoeeding evening, help suspecting that Mrs. 

' Ryan, the woman whom I mentioned to have 
been with me, had deceived me, as well as the 
detested Bellamy ; and that she knew more of 
Mrs Darnley than she chose to iJeolare. Aocor- 

*^ lingly the next day, I repaired to her house, in 
order to make more minute inquiries. 1 found 
her surrounded by several gentlemen, but my 

^ impatieuoe worm brook no delay. 1 however 



him all that bad taken place after n 
her at ODonners, not in the leas 
self, though I pleaded the chara 
ivoinen with whom 1 found her as s 
tion of my offence ; he was willin 
hut was lost in conjecture how it w; 
could be thrown among such peopl 
tioned Ryan as to what she kue 
Darnley, and could get nothing 
that she once lived in the same 
where she resided. Mr. Lewis h; 
sister's marriage, but had not i 
from her, nor any intelligence c 
for eighteen months past ; howev 
to go to Mrs. Bellamy's and ini 
from her, what had induced his i 
pany her to Ireland. We went 
found to oar great mortificatic 
gone on a jaunt of pleasure wit 
and would not return under a fc 
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bujb there the -woman gaVe such a strange account 
of her, as threw him almost into a paroxysm of 
phrenzy. He did not expect to remain in Duh- 
lin more than a week or ten days, (the ship he 
belonged to coning tolreland having been entirely 
accidental.) I found by his conversation, that 
Mrs. Damley is only a nominal sister, he having 
been adopted by her father. I was led to suspect 
fW>m that circumstance, that it might be more 
than fhitemal affection which made him so anx- 
ious ; but he soon dissipated that doubt, by an 
assurance to the contrary, in such terms as ne- 
cessarily enforced belief. He wrote to her hus- 
band a letter of such bitter reproach, demand- 
ing his sister at his hands in terms so peremptory, 
that if Darnley is a man of the least spirit, when- 
ever they meet, a duel will most probably ensue. 
He inserted an advertisement in tlie papers, 
couched in such terms, as if it fell into her hands, 
and she wislied to return to her friends, she 
could not but understand it ; yet so delicate as 
not to wound her feelings by making her situa- 
tion H topic for public animadversion. But be- 
fore either an answer could arrive to the letter, or 
any good effect arise from the latter expedient, 
his ship was ordered away — and he departed, 
earnestly conjuring me to continue my endeav- 
ors }o find and succour Mrs. Darnley, and have 
her conveyed in safety to England, where he ex- 
l)ected to be in the course oi' a few mouths. On 
taking leave, he requested me to inquire for hit 
letter and open it, whenever it should arrive, t 
did 80— -it contained these linu : 



\ extravagance, combined wh} 

I CCS, reduced me to bankru 

\ been absent now five montba 

^ me above twice, which was 

j of her absence, I cannot infor 

toncerning her ; nor do I dej 
bled on her account ; I hold r 
wliatever accountable for her 
P«y any debts of her contract 
trom Airs. Bellamy, ihe pers 
left England, that she has lei 
>»a8 given herself up to folly i 
i ^''^'" this hour, I renounc 

whatever with her. 
^ GEORGE 

^ My soul rose indignant, as ] 

<'<6eling, unmanly scrawl, for it 
name of a letter; and I sincerely 
Lewis was not hei-e to read it. 
BeUnray is most detestable: 1 
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flfi lion, I fcaretl, .13 I lia<l not <liseovcrp<1 licr 
i'eti*cat, anil could not account for li^r conduct 
ill tlius keepln«; herself conceHled, I might, hy 
iiilcrtcrencc, when I could not fully vindicate, 
iiijurc rnther than serve her. In this suspense, 
t was obliged to k'avc Dublin, to which place I 
flid uot return until a few days before the receipt 
of your letter. The earnest aoUcitude yoa ex- 
pressed, again awakene<l my deure of finding 
your friend j fop I had before, in some degree, 
quieted my mind, by the flattering suppositioii 
that she might be returned to England. I now 
again saw Mrs. Bellamy, and in a tone of au- 
thority, demanded if she had heard any thing 
of the woman shti had so ill treated. <'Oh yes," 
said she, with a smile of contempt, "I can di- 
rect your lortlship to her lodgings, where the 
delicate, virtuous lady is supported by 0*Don- 
ncH." "Impossible," saM I. "Not at all Ini- 
possible," said Afrs. O'Donnell, who was pres- 
ent. *'I believe she has been under his protec- 
tion above two months." I waited to hear no 
more, but taking the direction, hurried to tho 
place where they said she resided. As I waa 
entering the door, for it was late in the even- 
ing, a man jostled me, and turning quick, seized 
my arm and exclaimed, ''Have I found you 
then !*' I endeavored to shake off his hold, but 
i«<KO ili»t«jj;(,»1M4^a«)ftll ofi;) theilanipvaioeAtriMco 
«sti«ti«(fMtiMy •tnlo^ihe (tmnag^,-i«{nd I difsooweredi 
Pi«d«in«"LlM(«A'. i«^eliiven»(^;MDaLiu#U," jtaidr 
l,^'MiaW^Mni«>y«**lKret"i<iffi:tenw./to:irosoue.'»: 
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"'« ''o«sc. bit , , "°' 
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»"PP«ing her Iv ^""'' "J 

'^Jttatve "*""""«' pari 

afewaler, ""''^'-''eard- 
^'naie rushed bv »i ' 

.".Wnted4«:r:Ii!'"l«"«« 



Adieu, muilain. I liope 1 have convinced you, 
that however blamcable my conduct was, at 
first, in regard to your amiable friend, I endeaT- 
ored to repair my errors, the moment I discov- 
ered they were such.- Be -pleased to accept my 
xirishes for your happiness, and that of the wo- 
man so deservedly esteemed by you, and allow 
me to hope for a place in both your memories ; 
for to be numbered among the friends of Mrs. 
Darnley, will over be deemed an houor by 
Your humble servant, H 



XETTER XXIX. 

ANNE TO ELENOR. 

.London, August 0, 1780. 
I WILL suppose you to have read the maitiuis^s 
letter, and am sure I need not expatiate on the 
delight it conve} ed to my mind. I became im- 
patient for the arrival of Sarah ; moments appear- 
ed hours, hours days, and days weeks. Think 
then, by this mode of computation, what an im- 
mense period a whole fortnight must have ap- 
peared ; for so long it was before I embraced my 
friend ; and when she did come, so pale^ so 
changed was slic, that my heart bled as I con- 
templntcd her depressed countenance. Frederic 
Lewis could only deliTerherio safety to tftc^a.'^vl 



«.iiiic, brought on a fcTer ; 
to return iu a pilot boat w 
second (lav after tlicv "wl 
rcacliing land, his disoitlcr 
to confine kini to his bed fo. 
l>eriod ; and left him so wc 
lou^r before he was euabi* 
(jairies, and he had only disc 
Sarah's i*t:«idence the day pre 
tering lord H. tie had ia tl 
quincs, hcai'd so many things t 
that even his faith in her vi 
itflggei*ed, and he resolved to n 
vho Tisited ' her, and by whi 
f vpported. Resolved, shoald h 
10 shame and gailt, to write to 
meaMpf returning to England, 
.more. He had placed himself 1 
for this purpose bat a few minul 
entered, and he immediately 
have been the oriinnal ««»''- — 
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ieatousy. Yoa know how this reneoantre 
inated. When Frederic foand hit uster 
cUy inuoccDty which was eTineed by her pale 
leDance, ezhansted fniiDe» and pUin eoarse 
imeots, he ezeerated the wretehes who had 
laroanly perseeuted her. He eondacted her 
other lodgiai^ and thought of nothing but 
niog her departure from Ireland ; bat before 
tad proceeded a day's joornejt he pereeived 
lUd he impossible to proceed in her present 
state. He stopped at a pleasant vilUge, 
having procured medical advice ; having 
ed himself that nothing but rest and peace 
necessary to restore her ; he wrote to the 
■alty to lengthen his time of leave, and 
y awaited lor her strength to recruit This 
ioned the delay which waste me so intolera* 
for as they knew I luul heard fram the 
ais of H— of her safety, and whoae protee- 
he was under, they did not think it necessary 
rite, daily hoping to recommenee their 

ten Frederic took leave of his sister, be re- 
tended her not to take any steps to see 
lusband ; he even thought she ought to 
le any advancement made by Damley for 
aioa ; and I was of his opinion. I i^^l give 
er answer. <<1 will own to you, my brother, 
never found any great portion of felicity in 
lion with Mr. Damley ; yet when I entered 
narriage with him, I resolved, to the utmost 
' abilities! to perforn the duties inenmbent 



r-; ererr one think, h, 
^efend her. but «,tber p, 

8'tuatjon. r will mot 

11^' make no ovi 

certainly do it • r ^Jt^ ' 

o^^oni.':; " """">*<"- 

feel 1?^ "P""*" *''"t 
;'»««X.h«., never 5/Z' 

nosbsnd'g protection." 
^'.•ederic would have combatt, 
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greatly both with him, and from liim ; perfaapc, 
should any means of their liring in some degree 
of case and plenty offer, they may taste more 
happiness than has yet fallen to their portion, 
lie, so long abridged of the eoraforta of domes- 
tic regularity, and the pleasures which mast 
arise from the society of a good humored, ra- 
tional companion, will, I should think, hear of 
her i*etarn with delight, and invite her home 
with the ardor of a lover long separated from 
his mistress. 

My dear Sarah has kept a regular journal, if 
so it can be called, oi every occurrence which 
took place, from her quitting Mrs. Bellamy's to 
the time of her meeting Fi*ederic. It was ad- 
dressed to me, with a design should any event 
have put a period to her existence, it might 
have been transmitted to me, and have justified 
her to her father, should he ever return, or her 
brother, whom at that time she had but little 
hope of seeing again bo soon. I have obtained 
leave to send it to you ; it will explain many 
circumstances which at present appear proble- 
matical, and will, I think, greatly interest your 
feelings. When you have perused, you will be 
so good as to return it by the next post, as every ^ 
thing which bears the impression of Sarah's 
hand is valuable to me. When any new cir- 
cumstances occur, I will inform you. 

ANNE. 



Bellamy's^ to the periottofl 

brother. 

{; ThiM Joumaiis without date, 
iiiff to the ernly but aa the incide 
already related, the reader cm 
paring" them, OMcertain the pe 
took place."] 

SOLITARY and alone in t 
dreary pass ray hours, how desc 
pcct by -nrhieh I am surrounded, 
shall T again taste ttiV sweets ? I a 
and comforts as much lost as tl 
mariner, who having sailed fron 
in some gallant hnrk, surrounder 
companions, has seen them sna 
by the merciless ocean, and fim 
island, fertile indeed, but inhab' 
shaggy natives of the woods, wh 
^t to destroy ; wlio wait onlj; 
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have wandered by the glimmering twilight 
le fields wfiich skirt this va&t city. I listen- 

the distant Imm of rattling coaehes, bells 
mingled sounds of human voices ; 1 leaned 

sivcly on an old gate which opened from the 
i to the great road. A couple pass(^d me; 
woman bore a bundle of faggots on her 
dy the man bore a heavier load upon his 
ulders, they led a little half naked boy be- 
ren them. **You are tired, Belt," said he in a 
le which, though rough, spoke kind soiioi- 
e "No, Thomas,*' she replied, "not v^ry 
;d ; but poor little Jack is, I believe. Bqt 
lie, Jack, trip along while daddy carries home 

1 gentleman's trunk ; you and I will go make 
re and get his supper." They were now so 

I could hear no more: hut the woi*ds they 
1 uttered, rested on my mind, and serrile as 
i\r situation in life appeared to be, and menial 
was evidently tiieir occupation, yet the solac- 
; accents of kindness in which they addressed 
sh other, the tender care cucli appeared to 
il for the other's ease and comfort, made my 
lorn and desolate situation appear by contrast 
dreadful, that had not an impetuous gush of 
trs relieved me, 1 must have fallen into a fit« 
The night air Mras cold — T had tarried until 
rkness had rendered every object of one som- 
i hue. My garments are damp : my limbs 
illed. 1 look round my apartment — no friendly 
tne bl^s ou the hearth— no face looks a smile. 




^ .^ ..«,. tuTc ui uis8ipati< 

extrayagance, combined ivith 

CCS, reduced me to bankrupt 

been absent now five montlis in 

me above twice, which was in 

of her absence, I cannot inform 

concerning her ; nor do I desir 

bled on her account ; I hold my 

wliatevcr accountable for her ac 

pay any debts of her contractinj 

from Mrs. Bellamy, the person 

left England, that she has left I 

bas given herself up to folly am 

from this hour^ I renounce 

whatever with her. 

GEORGE r 

My soul rose indignant, as T p 
f(^eling, unmanly scrawl, for it d 
name of a letter; and I sincerely re 
Lewis was not here to read it. 
Belhray is most detestable .• 1 "»• 
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flfi lion, I Icaretl, as I lia<l not (liscovcrp*! Ikm' 
rcti'fiit, anil could not account for Ii2r conduct 
ill tliuH kee\)in«; hei*sclf* conceHlcd, I might, hv* 
iiilortcrcncc, when I could not fully vindicate, 
injure rnthcr than serve her. In this suspense, 
t was ohli^ed to k>avc Dublin, to wliich place I 
did uot return until a few days before the receipt 
of your letter. The earnest aoUcitude you ex- 
pressed, again awakene<l my desire of finding 
your friend j for I had before, in some degrco, 
quieted my mind, by the flattering snppositloii 
that she might be returned to England. I now 
again saw Mrs. Bellamy, and in a tone of au- 
thority, demanded if she had heard any thing 
of the woman shti had so ill treated. <'Oh yes," 
said she, with a smile of contempt, "I can di- 
rect your lortlship to her lodg^gs, where the 
delicate, virtuous lafly is supported by O'Don- 
nell." "Impossible," saiil I. "Not at all Ini- 
possible," said Mrs. O'Donnell, who was pres- 
ent. "I bclicTe she has been under his protec- 
tion above two months." I waited to hear no 
more, but taking the direction, hurried to tho 
place where they said she resided. As I waa 
entering the door, for it was late in the even- 
ing, a man jostled mc, and turning quick, seized 
my arm and exclaimed, ''Uave I found you 
then !*' I endeavored to shake off his hold, but 
i«<ftO ili»mV'hM4^a«}ftll ofi;) l^eiasnp atcentriMco 
«sti«ti«(<MiiMy ))nlo((be 't»i|nag^,-f «ind I dipQKMrered> 
PrtHl6ta«"Lliw«A : i«^Hciiven»(^;MDaLft.WU," jaai4f 
ly "iiaW'-Mnitiys^bbKrer'i/^i tenc/to.irosoue ;». 



in scarcli of Mi*8. Darnler, I wi 
aall Heaven to witness" — "Youi 
and base subterfuges, will no Ion 
saiil he in an elevated tone. Thi 
passage, which did not imracdii 
the house, but led to the door, s 
tioD, and it was opened by a womt 
ed what was tlie matter. <*Does 
lodge here ?" said Lewis. The w< 
the negative. "You have a fe; 
said he, **and I wish to see her. 
no male visitors," replied the v 
oially at this time of night." "I i 
said he, with vehemence, "I havt 
supposing her my sister ; is not 
i*ah?'* A shriek from the parlor wi 
ccd that we were overheard ; and 
a female rushed by the mistress < 
and throwing herself into the arms 
is, fainted— It was Mrs. Damley I 
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Adieu, muihitu. I hope 1 have coiivhiccd you, 
that however blamcable mv conduct was, at 
first, in regard to your amiable friend, I endear* 
ored to repair my errors, the moment I discov- 
ered they were such.- Be-pleased to accept my 
wishes for your happiness, and that of the wo- 
man so deservedly esteemed by you, aud allow 
mc to hope for a place in both your memories ; 
for to be numbered among the friends of Mrs. 
Darnley, will ever be deemed an honor by 
Your humble servant, II—. 



XETTER XXIX. 

AKNE TO ELEXOR. 

.London, »Mugust G, 1780. 
I WILL suppose you to have read the maiiiuis's 
letter, and am sure I need not expatiate on the 
delight it convened to my mind. I became im- 
patient for the arrival of Sarah ; moments appear- 
ed hours, hours days, and days weeks. Think 
then, by this mode of computation, wliat nn im- 
mense period a whole fortnight must have ap- 
peared ; for so long it was before I embraced my 
friend ; and when she did come, so pale, so 
changed was she, that my heart bled as I con- 
temx>lntcd her depi^ssed countenance. Frederic 
Lewis could only deliyerheriQ safety to Kic\tkK\vl 



time, brought on a fc?er ; and he c 
to return iu a pilot boat whioh paf 
second (lay after they were out. 
I'cacliing land, his disorder heeame 
to confine him to his bed for a rer} 
period ; and left him so weak thai 
longer before he was enabled to 
qairles, and he had omly discorerei 
Sarah's i^esidence the day preTious 1 
tering lord H. lie had ia the co« 
quiiics, heai'd so many things to her 
(hut even his faith in her virtue 
staggei*cd, and he resolved to mittl 
vho visited ' her, and by what n 
fupported. Resolved, should he fit 
IP shame and gnilt, to write to he 
mea^l^ returning to England, bo 
.more. He had placed himself in t) 
for this purpose but a few minutes, 
entered, and he immediately eo 
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and jeatous}'. Yoo know how this reneoantre 
teruninated. When Frederic found hit litter 
perfectly iouoceDt, which was evinced by her pale 
couDtenanee, exhansted frame* and plain coarse 
babiliments, he execrated the wretches who had 
so inhnmanly persecuted her. He condacted her 
to another lodgiBi;^ and tlioaght of nothing but 
hastening her departure from Ireland ; but before 
they had proceeded a day's journey, he perceived 
it would he impossible to proceed in her present 
weak state. He stopped at a pleasant village, 
and having procured medical advice ; having 
satisfied himself that nothing hut rest and peace 
were necessary to restore her ; he wrote to the 
admiralty to lengthen his time of leave, and 
quietly awaited ior her streiigtli to recruit This 
oceauoned the delay which waste me so intolera- 
ble ; for as they knew I liad heard from the 
marquia of H— of her safety, and whoae protec- 
tion she was under, they did not think it necessary 
tb write, daily hoping to recommenee tlieir 
journey. •« 

When Frederic took leave of his sister, he re- 
commended her not to take any steps to see 
her husband ; he even thought she ought to 
oppose any advancement made by Damley for 
a re-unioo ; and I was of his opinion. 1 1{^l give 
you her mnswcr. '*! will own to you, my brother^ 
that I aerer found any great portion of felicity in 
my unkm with Mr. Damley ; yet when I entered 
into marriage with him, I resolved, to the utmost 
of my abUitiM) to perform the duties incumbent 
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impnnity, and no one will t 

<lefend hep, but rather uni( 

depressing her, even to the v 

hare nerer thrown myself in 

situation. I will make no over 

union ; but should he solicit 

unkind neglect, and again shs 

certainly do it ; I apprehend 

means been free from blame i 

wards him ; I have been tho 

penditures. I perhaps have 

expectations in respect to th 

^e. Alas ! it is hard to teac 

or tongue to express what tl 

feel. Do not be angry, Predc 

vincad I shall never again app« 

the eyes of the world, until I a 

husband's protection." 

Frederic would have combatt 
it was useless ; all he cculd obu 
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greatly both with him^ and from him ; perhaps, 
should any means of their liTing in some degree 
of case and plenty offer, they may taste more 
happiness than has yet fallen to their portion, 
lie, so long abridged of the comforts of domes- 
tic regularity, and the pleasures which most 
arise from the society of a good humored, ra- 
tional companion, will, I should think, hear of 
her i*eturn with delight, and invite her home 
with the ardor of a lover long separated from 
his mistress. 

My dear Sarah has kept a regular journal, if 
so it can be called, of every occurrence which 
took place, from her quitting INlrs. Bellaray*s to 
the time of her meeting Frederic. It was ad- 
dressed to me, with a design should any event 
have put a period to her existence, it might 
have been transmitted to roc, and have justified 
her to her father, should he ever return, or her 
brother, whom at that time she had but little 
hope of seeing again so soon. I have obtained 
leave to send it to you ; it will explain many 
circumstances which at present appear pixible* 
matical, and will, I think, greatly interest your 
feelings. When you have perused, you will be 
so good as to return it by the next post, as every ^ 
thing which bears the impression of Sarah's 
hand is valoable to me. When any new cir- 
cumstances occur, I will inform you. 

ANNE. 



Sahah^s Joarnal from die time tl 
Bellamy's, to the period of her n 

brother. 

{^TMtJoumalis -mthout date,fron 
ing to the endj but as the incidetite r 
already related, the reader can eat 
paring" them, atcertain the period 
took place.^ 

SOLITARY and alone in the 

dreary pass my hours, how desolate 

pect by which I am surrounded. Sc 

shall T a^in taste thy sweets ? I am t 

and comforts as much lost as the 

mariner, who having sailed from Iv 

in some gallant bark, suiTounded b} 

companions, has seen them snatch 

by the merciless ocean, and finds 

island, fertile indeed, but inhabite* 

shaggy natives of the woo<ls, who i 

*• - i~ r, 
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I have wRndered by the glimmering twilight 
in the fields wtiich skirt this vast city. 1 listen- 
ed to the distant ham of rattling coaehes, bells 
and mingled sounds of human voices ; 1 leaned 
pensively on an old gate which opened from the 
field to the great road. A couple passed me ; 
the woman bore a bundle of faggots on her 
head, the man bore a heavier load upon his 
shoulders, they led a little half naked boy be- 
tween them. "You are tired, IJelt,*' said he in a 
Toice which, though rough, spoke kind solici- 
tude "No, Thomas,*' she replied, **not v^ry 
tired ; but poor little Jack is, I believe. Bqt 
come. Jack, trip along while daddy carries home 
the gentleman's trunk ; you and I will go make 
a fire and get his supper." They were now so 
tar I could hear no more: hut the wnrds they 
had uttered, rested on my mind, and serrile as 
their situation iu life appeared to be, and menial 
as was evidently their occupation, yet the solac- 
ing accents of kindness in which they addressed 
each other, the tender care eiich appeared to 
feel for the other^s ease and comfoit, made my 
forlorn and desolate situation appear by contrast 
so dreadful, that had not an impetuous gush o^ 
tears relieved me, I must have fallen into a fit. 
The night air vi^as cold — T had tarried until 
darkness had rendered every object of one som- 
bre hue. My garments are damp : my limbs 
chilled. 1 look round my apartment — no friendly 
flame bl^a ou the he^arth^-no face looks a smile. 



—J i.u<a uiuc Ajciijr ana 1 1\ 
supper. The fire bums cheer 
chin of a boy has falleo asle 
knee, his head reclining on hi: 
cy! whither, whither would 
Thomas and Bettj love ; are 
each other; their hearts uni 
suited, nor have habit, though 
what a comfortable fire, and co 
meal, and flock pallet can supp 
* • • • 

I am not without society, wh 
The friend I most esteem is in 
is pen, ink^ and paper, I can writ 
my agonised soul, though oce 
us, though we were separated 
lar circles from each other. No 
I have a Guardian ever near, at 
Oh! tliou' whose word called wo 
into being— whose breath could 
ish, like the mist before the risin 
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father !— perhaps 1 never shall behold him 



more. 



I am more composed, I have been to the 
mercy seat of my Almighty Father, and he has 
vouchsafed to hear and comfort me. Anne, when 
you shall behold this, perhaps the writer may 
sleep in that dark and narrow tenement to which 
she is daily hastening. When you read it, re- 
member this maxim, and deliver it to the bro- 
ken-hearted mourner for comfort. In affliction 
tliere is no helper like God. When pressed to 
the earth by undeserved slander, there is no 
judge like the Searcher of all hearts. He will 
console ;— He will forgive ;— He will justify. 

My dear friendly Anne, I have several tiroes 
attempted to inform you of what has befallen me 
since I quitted that bad woman, Mrs. Bellamy ; 
but my mind has been so distracted, my heart 
so lacerated, and my spirits so depressed, that 
-when I have taken up my pen to write, it baa 
wandered off into some wild apostrophe or unccm. 
nected remark. And even now, when I set 
down determined to relate things as they hap« 
pened, I aik myself, why should I ? — Of what 
use will it be to grieve you by a relation of sHf- 
Terings you cannot alleviate ? I am resolved thea 
1 will write ; but until I am either dead or some fa- 
vorable change takes place in my affairs, you will 
not peruse the writing. 1 write, because it is 
ngr pleasai^^ oceui^atloii ; I forbear to forward 
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«"0"§l»ts and wishes ev. 
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Inaclosetbeloii^-ngtc 
; and indeed, where I pa 

' '»n"is, I found an odd 

I works J it was the first 

<^om ; r sat down in the 
Vy my mind, and draw i 
*iom myself. I opened i 
an account of you„g r 
toinpnnion, setting forwa 
Undon. When I can^e 

Helton being admitted int. 
going that road, 1 nit so I 
thj.t humble mode of trav 
tliat I was, perhaps, separ 
^bo was in the smallest 

'"yfate.that I dropped th, 
«n a8:ony of tears. Yes 
sensible of mv uni..n.„.* 
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to receive it from liim. The house -which shel- 
ters him is mine, I have purchased the right to 
share it at the price of all earthly happiness, I 
have never forfeite<l it, and if ever I Wm again 
united to him, I will never again he sepni^tcd 
but by death ; I can but be wretched, that 1 wM^ 
so while with him, is true ; but 1 am equally so^ 
now, and have added to ray other miseries the 
knowledge that my good name is tarnished, my 
reputation aspersed by the blackest calumny, 
and I am supposed to affect a virtue and delicacy 
vhich I no longer in reality possess. 

The marquis of H discovered my retreat 

very shortly after I had escaped from that house 
of infamy where he first saw me. 1 found from 
his conversation, that he thought me not entitled 
to the respect which unsullied virtue never fails 
to extort, even from the most depraved. I hope 
I need not assure you, that I resisted every 
allurement, though pressed on me in the most 
fascinating forms,-— independence — attendants— 
cqmpage : but the equivalent to be relinquished, 
was self approbation — a treasure too invaluable 
to be bartered for such worthless trifles. Inde* 
pendence— yes ! Power Eternal, give me inde- 
pendence, but let it be independence of mind— - 
let me persevere in doing right ; let my actions 
be ever such as may secure thy favor, and the 
applause of my own conscience; and then, 
though the unfeeling world may oppress, may 
break my tortured heart, 1 shall have that com- 
fort left which will never forhake me, but will 



luquiry which my persecutor n 
to make after rac, and thougl 
the designed purpose, I still cc 
raed one. The woman came 
room one mornings while I wat 
little Wardrobe, she examine 
which she could lay hold, nuu 
iient remarks on the fineness 
the richness of that lace, with 
dear Anue, presented me 
from France, soon after my ma 
was the only article of the kind 
on Darnley's bankruptcy. Sli 
her hand on a pocket handker 
marked with ray name at fu! 
an utter aversion to duplicity c 
when she asked me whose na 
replied, It was roii;e. She imi 
hastily, **Oh ! then you are a r 
and in a few moments inunds 
many questions, answering; soi 
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slie maj «s well go on, for it was impossible to 

go back, I stood petrified at her effrontery : 

^ mistaking my silent astonishment for attention, 

' she thus proceeded : "I suppose you thought 

now that we should have known nothing about 

you, but you had not been here three days, be- 

fore I heard the whole story — how you have 

been living with madam Bellamy, and every 

body knows what she is — but for my part, I won- 

der you treated lord what d'ye call'em there so 

r rudely— I dare say he would be very generous 

. to you, and there is such a thing as ovci-stnnding 

one's market." I had risen from my chair, 

while she was speaking, and holding the hand- 

erchief which I had taken from her in my 

hand, was so absorbed in vexatious thoughts,* 

that I tore it in small strips, and threw it, 

strip at a time into the fire, without being 

sensible of what I was about. **Well, you 

may bum your handkerchief," said she, **if you 

please, but tliat argufies nothing. I remember 

the name— Damley, ' that was it, so Mrs. or 

JVfiss, or Madam, or my lady Darnley— — " 

'^Quit my room, woman," said T, almost choak- 

- ed with indignation, and not giving her time to 

finish her taunting speech'. "Quit the room I 

desire, I am busy, I do not want company of 

any kind. Think what you please, draw what 

conclusions you please, I only beg not to be tor** 

mented by hearing them." She made use of a 

few more exasperating words, and then went 

TO uttering down stairs. 
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but little company : For 

t as a companion, to re:u 

act as an amanuensis, as 
literary pursuits. ! did 
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it is high time, for I have cli 
what I am- to do if 1 am mi 
means of earning bread, 
1 wrote to Mrs. tiellamvfo 
me ; she had the cffronte 
g^r, that she knew nothing 
the selfish disposition of m 
too wf*ii *■' 
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the lady is not at home at present, she is gonjL* 
on a short Tisit, hut the letter is sent after her; 
in the mean time, he seemed so sure of nj 
ohtaining the place, that he offered to advance 
roe any money I might want But this I have 
refused ; I will suffer any necessity, rather thaa 
accept an obligation I may never have the power 
to return— especially from a man. 

My dear good Anne, you will hardly believe 
what bad hearts there are in this world. I have 
subjected myself to an insult, which has given my 
seufiibility so keen a wound, that were I to live 
an hundred years, if memory retained a trace of 
any past transaction, the remembrance of it will 
ever give me an indescribsblc pang. 

Pressed by necessity,' and having no idea that 
Ituman nature could be so depraved, I went in 
the close of the evening to the house of the 
infamous Bellamy. As I was known to the ser- 
vant who opened the door, I found no difficulty 
in gaiaing admittance, but when,on being inform- 
ed she was at home, I made an attempt to ascend 
tlie stairs, the girl told me, she dared not let me 
into her mistresses apartment, but if I woold 
-wait, she would carry up any message. **Only 
tell her I am here, and wish to speak to her,*' 
said !• **It will be to little purpose," she replied, 
**but I will go." Determined to see her if possi- 
ble, I followed the girl up stairs. 

The servant opened the door. I perceived there 

'were several persons in the room. '*Ma'am,'* 

«w8mid the girl^ ''Mrs. Daruley is below, and wishes 



mere is iinj hvuuciui \o BViuc^ it 
fftTor; did I not pay your joarncj 
and did yoa not board in my family 
<*Wa8 not that your engagero< 
''Don't tftik to me of engagement 
have broken every engagement 3 
into. Did yoa not agi*ee to rema 
take the care of my grand-daogh 
took yourself off without assign 
without ^ying me eyen the s 
putting me to the expense and i 
hiring a French maid for the chi 
all your tricks ; your going out 
at home ; your private assignatioc 
Yes, and I know who you went 
the marquis did not so sudde 
O'Donnel's that evening, and b< 
three hours, for nothing, after 
himself to sup aad spend the ev 
lord Linden. Your husband sks 
£ne pranks, I promise you. I 
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siippose, to make a husband horn ma^ ;-— ^ou 
are all puritj, but indeed I wonder I demean 
inyseirby talking to you; go, pray walk off, and 
let rae hear no more of you." 

Anne, I do protest to you, conscious as I was 
of not deserving this treatment, o^never having 
swerved from ray duty as a wife, ray innocence 
would not support me under this torrent of abuse ; 
I felt my heart sicken witliin me, and I caught 
by the back of a chair to avoid sinking, (for she 
had insolently kept me standing, while she spoke 
to me.) Poor little Caroline, who was in the 
room, had been sidling towards me from the 
moment of my entering ; she now took hold of 
my hand and said, "Sit down. Mm. Darnley." 
**Sit down, indeed ?" said the unfeeling Bellamy. 
**l say, walk down ; come away, Caroline, I won't 
hnye you speak to the impudent—," and 
she called me a name, my beloved Anne, which 
my peti refuses to trace upon my paper. Flut- 
tered as my spirits were, and — and — why sliould 
I conceal it ? I had not broken my fast that day 
—awakened reseatment, struggling sensibility, 
joinad to want of food, overcame me, and I fell. , 
My insensibility was not of long contJnuancft) 
the first ttfing I was sensible of, was, that Mnb : 
O03ounell was supporting my head against her 
bosom, and Caroline's little hand was bathing my 
temples with Hungary water. "Poor thing," said 
one of the visitors, in a voice so gentle and ten- 
der, that though I knew she was a woman of 
I character, I felt grateful ; and if boka 
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Haroline came in. "I am sorryi" uud shc^ 
grandraa has been so eross to you ; mamma sends 
you this, and says if yoa will call on bcr to-mor- 
row, she will do something for yoa." Tlie dona- 
tion sent, was half a guinea. Anne, my soul 
revolted, hut necessity was strong, and reflecting 
that more than four times that sum was owing 
me, 1 took the money, and having in some 
measure recovered myself, returned to my 
lodging. '« 

Is it possible, that woman can have been so 
brse, as wilfully to calumniate a being who never 
injured her ? Can she have written to Damley 
such an infamous falsehood ? And Will he believe 
her t I know not how she can have learnt how 
to direct to him, unless she has notice<l his ad- 
dress on my letters at any time whilst I was with 
her. You too, my dear Anne, mill hear the 
shocking talc, I have no doubt ; but rou will not 
believe it — I know yr-u will not. Oh ! my poor 
heart, ^ow it aches. I will ti7 to rest — nwy, 
forlorn and desolate as I am, 1 shall rest, for I 
can lay my throbbing head on the pillow and say, 
*'I am persecuted, but 1 am innocent," at least 
of the humiliating, degrading crimes of which my 
enemy at cuses me ; and for the errors to which 
human nature is prone, I can say in perfect con- 
fidence, *« Father ! Father of all ! forgive mc, as 
from my inmost soul I forgive others." Yes, I 
am not so wretched as I might be, 1 can sleep in 

peace. 

• »♦••• •«* 
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either of thenrbeanthcSmallest retemlblatiee to 
the original. 

The mansion where I now am, is more like 
the family seat of an opulent nobleman, than tlie 
dwelling of a prirate gentlewoman. I inquired 
of the house-keeper, (who is the only servant 
except the hovsemaid and gardener, who is at 
preseat at home,) if this house had been long the 
family maBsion ? She replied, that it was the 
•eat of her lady's father ; that she was an only 
child, consequently an heiress. The park and 
grounds are delightful, and kept in very excellent 
order. I understand that there is a fine libraryj 
hut this was locked ; however, I found a few 
noTels and poems in one of the bed chambers,and 
flimsy as the materials which compose the gen- 
erality of novels are, they have afforded me some 
hours amusement, and drawn me from mysdf ; 
a comfort grateful to the unhappy, by whatever 
means procured. 

After the turbulence, the mean and sordid 
scenes, and depraved companions with whom it 
has within these four last months been my lot to 
mix, the quiet and conveniences I here enjoy, 
seem a cordial to my depressed spirits. I can 
collect my tlioughts ; I can read, or work, for I 
found the house-keeper •ngaged id making up 
■ome very fine linen, which she said was for a 
gentleman in the neighborhood, and I liave taken 
some of it to help her ; employmciit It aHrayt 
necessary to my comfort, and aever wuf >• 
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■o hear a ca|HUl town, us might enable me, bjr 
way of cuhancing the sweets of retli*ement, 
sometimes to mingle in its amusements. Such 
a state would be the height of my ambition. I 
have not mentioned the power of assisting the 
poor, because they who with an hundred pounds 
a year, cannot 6 nd the heart to give relief, wonld» 
I am sure, find themselves equally reluctant, 
though their annual income should be five thous- 
and. Nor is it by money alone, their wants are 
to be alleviated ; a woman benevolently inclined 
may, from the overplus of her family provisions, 
from the refuse of her wardrobe, make many a 
poor ohild comfortable ; but where the one is 
permitted to be wasted by the improvident ser- 
vants, and the other is thrown carelessly away, 
or is heedlessly destroyed, (when a few hours 
work might convert them into respectable and 
useful garments,) even a large fortune will not 
allow of much liberality. 

You perceive, my Anne, by the style of my 
letter, that my spirits are greatly composed 
since I wrote last. To-morrow Mrs. Ryan is 
expected home ; I understand she brings com- 
pany with her ; two chambers are prepared ; 
my apartment is a very neat chamber, with a 
l&rge light closet, containing all the dressiag 
apparatus ; it joins the one that I understand is 
Mrs. Ryan's ; a small but very conveni^t wriUng 
desk, eontaining paper, &e. with a well assorted 
box of colors, crayons, drawing paper, and all 
jLhe implements for drawing, were placed in it : 
9* 
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liere and there large orient ] 
freshening breexe wafting 
bough, her whole face flasi 
mirror, a stream of burnishp- 







Wretuhcd! unhappjr ! oh mjr dcir Auiic, I 
iro surely llie very game of Tortune. Wtitt ■ 
plot li*Te I eicaped I Thit marqaii vHh all bli 
prctcndeil generoaity iia meaniiesifningwretoti- 
Bat I am away, ] am my a*n miitreia — thare 
■ home under (he ruof ofan honeit though tin-j' 
poor woman, and am in a ray to purchnau tlin 
ImiDtdiale neeenariei oT Ufb — namely, I'chrI t:> 
■upport it. ^ut let me be a little mctlioiliMd — 
you may one day see thit, anit I vouM not hivii 
my Anne think it was written by a maiiinoi j<i:i 
may one day >ce it — yei, I holK you will hWi 
aec it. and if my aching heail, and dvlirlilat.-l 
frame prognoslicate might, a lury bhui I iti:i-ii«il 
vill put an end to my luSiiriagi; my licnrl is 
broken — my very loul i« boireJ to Ike graTs — 
I biTe wept the rountaini of my eyca dry, ami 
now they bain and shoot, while my heart tliat 
lately iifelled and struggled even to ogony, scemi 
like an iuicle in my bosom, ns toi-iiid and ai tM 

Ttic vhole day in ^hith I eipecleit lh<c 
return of Uri. Hyan, was past in a ttalc of 
auaiely wliich I have not poncr to dcacribc-. 
KTeiy unotual noise I heard, nlHrnied ine, until 
1 bad wrought myself int<i such a atate of Irepi- 
4aliDn, that (lie rastling ot' a leaf, or foot of ti>» 
houae mud in theadjoining apartment, pursuinK 
her uaual atoostions, mada me gup for hrcatlu 
At Ieb|l1i about au hour after |ud set, the aoiMKl 
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am." *Doyoiinotgnes8?' said the hoasc-keeper, 
Avith a leering amile, impossible to describe, and 
slioeking to behold. '1 fear I can,*' I replied ; 
'•but why was I brought here ?" "NayJU she 
answered, laughing oatright, in a most insolent 
manner, ^'as yoa came here Toluntarily with my 
lord's old confidential valet, I should suppose 
you might guess that too, without making such 
a fuss." **La, ma'am," said the young woman, 
in an affecting lisping tone, **perhaps the lady 
feels a little jealous or so, at ' seeing my lady, 
who is very handsome for sarten, so familiar 
with the marquis ; but dearee me, miss, they 
have been separated above six months ; to be 
sure^ my lady did uke a tower to the continent 
with him some little time ago, but my lord and 
she had a few words—*' She was going on 
with disgusting familiarity and volubility, when 
1 interrupted her, **You are mistaken as to the 
cause of my agitation ; I was surprised— I am 
distressed— but you eannot comprehend why I 
should be either the one or the other." "Oh, 
dearee me, I'm lore I don't want to inquire into 
nobody's eeorets, y«a knows your own business 
best ; as the saying is, there is nobody knows 
where the shoe pinches, so well as they that 
wears it" "Well, Mrs. FUmsey," said the 
house-keeper, "will you go down and have some 
tea } MiM Beetham seems quite recovered, and 
if she wants any thing, she will ring, and Betty 
the hmiaemaid will answer her bell— shall I send 
you up tome tea, mem ?'* eootinued she, turn- 
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sHoold any inquttT' be mftde coacerning m«> 1 
therefore determined to leave the place imme- 
diately ; and for that parpose was preparing to 
elian^e mt clothes, which, being white maslin, 
were by uo means soited to the making a pedes- 
trian journey, when I discovered that my closet, 
in which was my trunk containing every habili- 
ment I possessed in the world, was locked, nor 
eould I find the key any where. I was afra'.d 
to ring fbr the maid, lest something might occur 
to prevent my putting ray design into execution ; 
so quitting the apartment, locking the door, and 
taking the key with me, anrl with only a shawl 
thrown over my shoulders, 1 went softly down 
the back stairs, unbarred a door which opened 
into a retired part of the garden, I passed unob- 
served through it into the park; and fi*om 
thence, \tithoat being Interrogated, though sev- 
eral of the servants passed me, I reached the 
great road. 

I had enough of the fears inherent in my sex 
to feel extremely disagreeable at finding myself 
on the public road, leading to and almost in the 
vicinity of a populous city, at ten o'clock at 
night. The sound of approaching boisterous 
travellers terrified me exceedingly, and I turned 
out of the rood, crossing a style which led to a 
little eoppiee, in whiah,by the Mghiof the moon, 
wUeh was now risen to a considerable height, I 
discovered a foot path, which I struck into and 
pursued, until I came in view of a neat cottage. 

To «ontiime my journey at this late hour, or 
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••rtin 70a did not eome throagh the eoppioe." 
When I assured her that I did, she all astonish- 
ed, inquired if I saw any thing. I replied in 
the negatiTe. She then told a tragical story of 
aedaetion, and marder of a child, the premature 
and horrid death of the mother, and finished with 
•Poor Katy 0*Conner, she walks crery night 
in the eoppiee near the place where she hnricd 
her hahy ; sometimes in one shape and sometimes 
in another ; hut if any body offers to go near 
her, she sets up a dreadful howl and T^nishcs in 
a flash of fire. O ! and by my conscience, I 
would not go through that 'coppice after night 
fklly for all the silver cups and spoons in my 
lord's great house yonder.* 



«> 



Upon the mention of 'my lord's great house,' 
1 perceived, it would be necessary for me to re- 
commence my journey early in the morning, as 
it was more than probable that this girl had seen 
me there, if she went thither often, as 1 spent 
mueh of my time in the park and grounds, and 
was eonsequently in the way of being sef;n by the 
rustics, who were daily passing through them, to 
the mansion. 1 questioned her as to her knowl- 
edge of the family, and learnt that this was a 
poultry and dairy house, belonging to his loi-d- 
ship, and was kept by her mistress wlio was a 
-widow, and had been a domestic in the family 
many years. I learnt also, from this communi- 
•atire ereature, that this estate had belonge<l to 
the marquliTa mother ; that she was lately dead. 
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e mansion of the marquii. Thus wanderinii;, 
stimei in the road^ sometimes in bye patliii 
■h seemed to tend to the same point, avoid- 
iYety passenger with the care and trepidu- 
of a condemned criminal ; the wearisome 
passed on, and just at its close, I found my- 
at the entrance of the city ; having from ] 

and ignorance travelled several miles more ^ 

. I otherwise should have had occasion to j 

my limbs were fatigued, my feet sore, my 
ts depressed, and my stomach faint ; for the 
d and milk taken at the cottage in the morn- 
was all the sastenanco I had that day re- 
ed. Uarrassed and desponding as my mind ^' 
, I am not heroine enough to say I forgot my 
ly sufferings in the more poignant mental ij 
ry, 1 wept, my dear Anne, for very huu- - 
and weariness, and every other feeling was t^ 
Jie time absorbed in the reflection that I had 
vhere to repose my head, nor wherewithal 
itiify my appetite. 

t length I reached the house where I had 
ed, previous to my making this unfortunate 
ney, and tapped at the doer. . The woman 
elf came to it. "So— so you are returned,'* 
she, with an impertinent sneer, "and pn^ 
t has brought you back in this tiim ?*' **Let 
}ome iUf" said 1, faintly, "I am fatigued al- 
L to death, I have walked twelve or fourteen 
a to day." "And pray what is that to me ?" 
she fiercely^ "you did not pay so well when 
was her« before, as to think I will put my* 
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n^ooden what lady woald br-meaa tliemseWes U 
aceompany with yoa. Well, what does the wo- 
man stand for ? I tells you, too can't come in." 
She then shut the door, and left roe standing on 
the step, holding by a slight railing, which was 
on one nde. I slowly descended the steps, and 
going a few paces from the inhospitable door, 
sat dowQ on some old timber which lay in the 
street-71 shed no tears — my heart did not beat 
with violence. I leaned my head on my hands, 
resting my elbows on my knees, and a torpid 
coldness pervaded every sense. I heard human 
voices, but they spoke not to me. I raised my 
eyes ; a small shop before me displayed some 
rolls, two or three polonies and some cheese ; 
but they were not for me. I saw lights pass into 
the chambers of the surrounding houses, indica- 
ting that the inhabitants were retiring to rest 
Alaa, thought I, there is no place of rest for me. 
To describe my feelings at this moment, this 
horrid moment, is impossible ; I could neither 
weep, think, nor pray. My hands relaxed their 
support— my head sunk ; I reclined myseiron 
the timber, and a sleep, like that of death, seem- 
ed stealing over me. At that moment I felt a 
warm band touch mine. *'Are you asleep ?" 
said a soft,' female voice. I raised myself, but 
•ould not articulate a word ; my tongue clave 
to the roof of my mouth "Mj neighbor," said 
the same voice, assisting me to rise upon my 
fSbet, "telk me you want a lodging, she is full, I 
have a room that is tmpty— come bomo with 
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«i»UBtian exposed met from ETttitude lo lur 
my thounfaU eleTkted themaeWe* lothe DWide 
pover, vlioae immediate agertt ihe ti»a. The 
tcara Bow«d plenteonilji but thej tranquiirized 
my ipiriu, tind I wiihed la arise >nd thinic my 
protcetrera Tor her hamuiiitj. I left my be<), 
still bcgSDtodresBmyaelf) but in > few moineiiti 
a fnintiih liokiesB oame over ine, inil 1 tank 
ag^ii OD the bed aide. Inow became aenalble toV 
tbe calif of hanger', they were imperiaat, and 
I endeaTored toCaieh patting on my clothes that 
I m^t ■olicitlrom lay good LosteU noini' thing 
to tatiiiy iU eraTiagi. 

1 inu^ne ihe must have heard me stir, for 
■be eame in, and kindly inquiring how I hvi 
alept, BiiiBted me lo fioiah dreuing myself; shf; 
led me into the next room n-here a eomfortBliIe 
breakfaat tras prepared, which I partook with 
an eageraeu, and thanght it tseted more ei- 
quiaitely than any breaklast I had ever before 
enjoyed. When I had finiahed my meal, reflec- 
tion and honesty told me it would be unjuat to 
continue with the woman, whose appearance 
denoted her poTerty, and partake of her atore, 
which in all probability, was soanty enough for 
herHlf. Tet what to do, or how to preface a 
discourae whieh T feared must end in my becom- 
ing aa outcast, 1 was at an eqaul loss. At length 
*he feemingly, vithoat design, led lo the subject 
by tviMuUng, that abe beUcTed I had lodged ia 
that Micfaborliood before; I replied in the 
•fiivitiw. <>Kti|jl^or CoaoUr," add she. 



do — " **Ah, my kind hearted wowi 
laying ray hand on her arm, "I have i 
paying you, even for my last night's 1 
tliis morning's refreshment." ** Well, 
be not now," said she hastily, "hi 
have ; you can work at your needle, I 
"Yes, very well and very fast," said 
plain work, dresden, or embroidery; 
you are willing to work, 1 hope V 
seriously. <*Indeed I am ; only p 
employment, and you shall see I will n 
I replied with earnestness. ''Then 
it, my good lady, we shall do very wel] 
who is honest and both able and willir 
will never be suffered to want while t 
good ahristian upon eailh; hat I f 
she must be ho'iett in thought, in wort 
Spite of my uneasy sitsation, I coal 
smiling at the woman's earnestness, 
am honest in thought, wordj and dee 



<CY k^~ .. — •» -»- - 



317 

eYer to nftughtjr^ that wtt bo reason whj you 
shoald die in the itreet, so I took you in ; hat 
now I roust tell you I im viUing to haye you 
stay here, and I can get you work enough ; hut 
I must have no men folks coming after you, no 
walking out with old gentlemen, no advcrtisin<; 
for places. When we have had a hard day's woiU . 
you and Iwill go and fetch a walk together, aiui u 
Sunday's we'll go to church 1 1 always goes to u li' - 
tie chapel two or three miles out of town.bccau r; 
the walk is good for one's health." I rcadiiv 
subscribed to all these conditions, more plca^fd 
than ofTended with her blunt sincerity — but siiu 
had not finished. "Yon must know," said biio, 
''there is a gentleman comes here very often; Ik :>- 
▼en bless him, he loves to come and sec his poor 
old Peg. I lived in his father^s family when hn 
was a child; though he has been very unfortuuu!'-, 
I love him as well as if he had been s\ rich Ion) < -.- 
duke; but you must not see him ; no, nor ev«Mi 
know his name, for reasons that I know of— !io 
don't come hrre very often, but for fear of hi 9 
coming unexpectedly, you must live and work in 
the little bed-room ; he never goes in thcrc,!iriit 
though the room is smnll and has a bed in it, it 
is liprhtsome and clean, though I say it." 

•*1 have no objection to your proposal," said F. 
**I have only to remark, that I must write one 
letter to England ; that letter you shall yourscli 
put in the post-oHicc, and if you will take the 
tro«iblc, inquire fhr the answer; and when 
that answer arrives, you shall see l\v^ «.ow\t».xiV».. 
10 
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the night, I aslced Mrs. MXean where the 
slept ? The good ereatore evaded my question, 
hut on my repeating it, confessed she had no 
other hed, and had slept the preceding night on 
a rug apon the floor, in the next room. What 
an act of Christian chanty was this, my Anne, 
thit a woman should deprive herself of her own 
hed to pnt into it a poor wretch whom she had 
reason to suppose w as lost to virtue, and who 
had no recommendation hut her distress ! 

From that night until the expiration of the 
ten following days, I was confined by a fever, 
occasioned by being exposed so long in a state of 
inactivity to the night air, after having been 
heated by walking ; but at length I recovered 
strength enough to work, and obtained sufficient 
employment in tambouring and ernhnxdcring 
muslin, to supply me with the necessaries of 
life. I wrote to Damley, but received no an- 
swer. I besi;an to experience something like 
entire resignation to my fate ; for 1 saw no way 
of again revisiting my dear native 1and« but by 
strict parmmony, endeavoring to save a sufficient 
sum to hear my expenses thither ; but it would 
take a oensiderable time to lAve so much. 

I was one evening at work with old Margaret, 
when a loud knook at the door made as start ; 
she opened it. and I heard a aoond of alteroatMMi ; 
I drew near the stairato listen— s voiee I thought 
I knew, eaught my ear ; I deieended half way 
down, sod was oonvinsedl had not been de- 
csived i I nuhsd dows Um remsioitt^ i^V^ «^^ 
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Iravagance, tnd BOt elioosiog to appeal to a eourt 
of justice for a divorce fi*oin her, lest a public 
exposition of his conduct, in regard to her before 
marriage, might point him out as an object of 
contempt and ridicule, was content to live within 
the rules of the prison ; and being a man of con« 
siderable ability and literary knowledge, gained a 
very decent subsistence, by writing, selecting and 
correcting a periodical publication, which is issued 
to the world by a principal bookseller. Peggy 
McLean had lived with his parents, and O'Dun- 
nell retained a very strong affection for the 
wtnrthy ereature, who had indulged many a 
Tagary of childhood, and concealed many a boy- 
ish fault, which might have exposed the culprit 
to a whipping, if discovered. Ills lodging was 
near her's, and she washed and repaired his 
Knen ; this occasioned a frequent intercourse 
between them. The evening our poor Sarah 
was driven from the door of the unfeeling Con- 
Mly, O'Donnell, who had been to pay his ancient 
ftjend a visit, and was {massing just as she was on 
Uie steps entreating admission, he heard tlie 
name of Bellamy, and stopped ; a few moments 
attention to the scene convinced bim Sarah was 
in great distress, and from his knowledge of the 
persons she had been among, he thought it more 
than probable, she might be an innocent, ill used 
woman. He saw her sinjk down upon the timber, 
and running hastily back to Peggy, thus address- 
ed her :— "Good Peggy, go directly into the 
laoe ; there is a poor oreatnre in distress. Frotfw 
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tst faror from me ; her delicacy and pnidence, 
if she is possessed iu anj degree of those amiable 
qualities, wouM eqaally forbid it." Hov this 
plan WM exeeated, we have been informed, and 
aaO*Donnell freqaently ealled to inqnire after her, 
though he nerer saw her, Bellamy, who it seems 
had spies npon her, wrested these eircnmstanees 
into a tale of dishonor, and retailed them ia 
order to injare the woman whom she never 
could forgire, for daring to avow her detestation 
of riee in her presence. 



I September 7 

I broke off abruptly, being told Mrs. Dan. ley 
wished me to eome down, as there was a gcntle- 
Iman below who would not tell his business, 
(thongh it concerned herself) to any but me. I 
i obeyed the summons, 'and found an elderly per- 
i son, whose appeararA^e and manner evidenced 
i the well bred man. **I come, madam," said he, 
' * to ask a question of this lady ; but it must be 
'■ ID yoar presence, and you must confirm or con- 
tradict her answers, »s I have from report such 

an opinion of yonr integrity. " "Hold, sir," 

said 1, interrupting him, ''whatever Mrs. Dam- 
Icy asserts, to those who know her, needs no 
otlicr confirmation ; her characteristic is sincer- 
ity, nor did I ever know her in the smallest de- 
gi ee to deviate from it." "Well, madam,*' he 
replied, "she has, no doubt then, in the sineerity 
of her heart, related to you every oceurrenee 
which took plaee during her laie residence in 
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Smrab arose from her seat. *^ vill pr,," %i^ 
ikte; **leftd roe to him, iir;. 1 nill ;{0, huC ;#^* • 
form iiiT duty in attending' him ; if, v ti*.'i ii* 
reeovera, he bids me leave, him, 1 vuii ?-uturr 
a^in to the only friend foitune hub let* m*., aur* 
she will not refuse to receive me." Sii» ij«H' 
oat her hand to me ; tL«r teiirr *;usiie(' inm Ur 
m'e»t and hastily thrc'win;: ui iie? iiouiK' «'•' 
doak, the gertUeir>fcii it:(! it*** it< s. coaic<.. ««««?•'• 
me ar card \rbere I n.iini: Iim iiei . ac* Lu^ 
drove off. 

1 have heard fr-O'a. iit;? rve«^ ua« »::*€*- ljar» 
ler yet eonllttijA* l'.!, uu: ih. T u'jii^v*. ..-jv «r: c 
dangler. I aci i^> «ih- imi \i»-fiki; , j«i- «» .« ^rur 
a^n aoofi. x«A^2ti. 
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9aMAf 1 bet' tfender* aeidwity, SKr «an«. mA w* 
remitting watchfulnesa, hare ^wmm '3i^ ?!#«■•• 
tihchaiidaof an all powerM ChM-, n# -'«f'«r- 
lHrail«yto hcalkli. Ther ala* »«•«? tfvJk»>^ « 
i« hia heart a deg.^. of thsf iiE-»9S«M i^ »'*^ 
professed ao ardentlj' loieelte fl^ %w^ ' ^*^ 
10» 
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It deal of tbe worid, was qualified for giving 
lael to the thoaghtleas and inezpcrieiioed. 
•oon gained Dar 111 cj'i eonfidence ; lieiiu-- 
ed to thia new friend, the doubts which had 
ia in his mind cooGerniug his wife's conduct, 
Dg her absence fram him ; ahcweJ liim 

letter Bellamy had written to him, and 
ih amused poor Sarah of almost every vice. 
gfaan inqaired if he ever had any reason to 
eet her while she was with him ; what her 
iral conduct and principles were, and learnt 

though volatile and improvident in many 
gs, she cherislied the strictest principles of 
le and religion, and utter abhorrence of vice ; . 
while herself by look, by word, oraetion, 
;r in her gayest and most thoughtless roo- 
ts transgressed the laws of female propriety, 
was ever ready to overlook the faults of 
rs, pity their errors and relicv%|k«r dlatrcs- 

though the natural con8eqa9^..of thoae 
irs. He concluded, that it "wM. not. very 
Mble that such a woman would become liH at 
^aliandoned to vice and profligacy. This he- 
[plpll^ urged, and advised him to write to 

«|iiend her money to discharge her debts, 
e her home. Darnlcy was inclined to 
his, and would actually have put his design 
execution, when he received her letter, 
ten the day after her being received into the 
lling of Peggy McLean, but the very day in 
sh he formed this resolution, another diabol- 
epistle arrived ; not from Mrs.. Bellamy a<t 



seldom passea a aay wiuioui wm 
letter contained an aoeonnt tJ 
Btaggei«d the faith of almost a 
vas represented as having reside 
at the »ar^8 of H^— *•, •> 
liim «ne night to D«Min, in eomj 
lied man, hy mhom Ae bad 
supported. 

The eonseqnenee was, lihat wl 
to inform ham of her arrival in 1 
into a Solent paroxysm of rag 
voqUI never see her again. AH 
arguimnilygtoe v«in. Bat wl 

ton^tUf J^.iJP^ ^^ eonsequeni 
' thefcs 4?1^ would follow, t 
aewed his soliciutions that he i 
reconciled to his wife. Darnley 
I could but think her innocent, 
Mr. Vaughan, how can 1 expe 
my neglect of her \ If she is innc 



nformAtioii ofl^ioaily <ghre& lif Rjttn mki 
amf , imd d»w -hit conohuioiii from tlM 
.ner in which the «h«rld reaeiTe tmi reply tx 
qouUons. Her -fmokiicas charmed him, 
the neadiness, ereo to eagemcBi, which «hi 
wad to go immediatelj and attend her hat 
I, prejmUeed him highly in her favor 
hair meeting aras tingnlar, yet aflTecting. *'! 
: hronght," said Mr. VtmfjttMn, opening tb< 
aini of the aick man's hed, **I have brooghi 
( Daraley to nurse yoa.'* ''Who, Sarah/ 

he, ''where is she ? ' ''I am here, Mr 
oley," eried onr friend, advancing and pat 

forth her hand. "I am grieved for yoa: 
deot, and wish it may he in my power, h; 
arming every kind office, to alteviate you 
srings and accelerate yoar recovery." "Dii 

come voluntarily ?*' said he, "was it affee 

prompted ?*' "I came voluntarily, George,* 
replied gravely, "I never ''^i/^^smit ctD be 
ofessor; you must judjpnSI^^-itrr'flioB 
conduct; actions speak loudferJ?^" «&•' 
I,*' said he emphatically, "werf 1 (i b 
(ed hy my actions—-—" She laid her han< 
hit which lay ouuide of the bed, and lookin; 
lim vith an impression of kindness, "W 
5 both erred,*' said she, <*but let us not nov 

of it ; time past cannot be recalled, but i 
ains with ourselves to make the futute eithci 
[>y or miserable ; for the present let u 
k only of your getting well." "Do you wisi 
Sarah?" **How unavailing the question 



. ..vgiiuii iiiouglit 88 there was evi 
suppose a reconciliation and reanioi 
])lace between him and his wife, 
wished that reanion might be rend 
nent ; he therefore pro])08ed to Dai 
would write to the marquis of H' 
O'DonucI. as an indifferent person w1 
these reports, and wisheil to knew tl 
it was of infinite consequence that 
lcy*s ch»r:tcter slioulvl either be effect 
ud, or at any rate the truth shou 
known ; to tliis he assented, and Mi 
AVi*oto#mi||M^|^v. Darakey awaits 
of theto le^iH? *^ hxlety ; 1 am < 
patlqjll vitt liiin, but my impuiienci 
> fronffc wish to witness the triumph 
loved Sar»h, and in the pleasure 
would confer, 1 am sure yon will pari 
Yours, 
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LBTTER XXXIII. 

ANNE TO ELENOR. 

London, OcU 7, 17S0. 
IB expected letters from Dublin have nr- 
» and have effectually removed every doubt 
the mind of Darnlcy ; his health is per- 
• re-established, and next week they remove 
iVarwickshire ; but I must inform you of 
;au8e of thia removal. I really hope my 
Sarah has her happiest days yet to come ; 
bat they vill commence the moment she 
Ittui comfortably settled in a home of her 

rnley, apparently delighted with the recoa* > 

on which has taken place, seemed only ■ | 

ly that his income was so contrM -til a; mtA I 

ow him to procure lodgings and alteaAuUi | 

as he thought becoming hii wtfe. f TUi | 



r 
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f still predominates in him ; but Safjy's 
for diew and expense is entirely qoenohed; 
ibe sat about pnrahasing some plain f arni- 
for two small rooms with that complacent f 

ifvlncss which evinced her contented mind. \ 

before they were settled, or had fixed on ; "j 

ipartments to remove to, a gentlemen one ^ * 

ihig called on Darnley, bringing a letter from 

marquis of H , to this effect: "That 

steem Mrs. Damley'i conduct had impressed 
s mind, had made him take an interest in 
ever cbocenied her happiness; that be 
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he w«r„^«^'" *»•*•'•'»« 

J""ndredpoa„J.; "' ** ' 
«*■'•» «rfrt!.?^"P« 'he 
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and was at once studious to avoid woundir 
delicacy or sensibility. The gentleman 
brought the letter was empowered to ei 
with Damley, and advance the money. It 
readily be supposed that this was an offer n 
be rejected by a man Avho, writing with thi 
inoit ftsaidnlty in a merchant's compting ho 
eovM earn no more than seventy-five pount 
year« and whose taste for expense was e 
hurrying him into thoughtless extravagant 
be closed with the proposed terms with eag 
ncss ; the gentleman paid him a hundred a 
fifty guineas,and informed him thatbySir Richa. 
^ llourke's order, a post chaise would be ready t 
ecmvey them to the estate, which is called "Woot 
'."■ lands, on any day in tlic ensuing week they shoul 
\. be ready to go. 

It will be particularly pleasing to Sarah to re- 
aide in the country; and if there should be a few 
rational, well informed persons in her vioinity,! 
am certain she will feci nn regret at being obliged 
t9 relinquish the gaiety of a town life. I 
hope Darnlcy will keep away from Warwick, as 
he will not be so certain to meet with oompan- 
ons likely to draw him into his former follies in 
. oountry village, as in a populous town. Keep 
im from low and unprincipled associates, and 
le man will do well enough ; but he is weak, 
iflily persuaded by those who have no right to 
terfcre in his concerns, to adopt any measures 
lich may facilitate their own interested views ; 
t so tenacious of the prerogative delegated b}- 
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and vill contiaue itill, th 

PATTEncE. I say needful, 

passing through life with an 

vitliout a pretty good shai 

raarried state, I believe a d< 

lutely necessary. I cannot 

ence, as 1 have never enten 

being row on the wrong sid< 

probability never shall, t 

young squire of twenty-one 

one older) very rich and gall 

the JVtnon of the age aad 

But this is not very likely ; 

very often that men becom* 

to women considerable old€ 

though often that they art 

of their fortunes. Now anc 

man appears, who, like th 

Maintenon, maintains her so 

young, the wealthy, the nohl 



Anler. la good troth, I ka*e nMhing mot* 
at prcMst to lell job kboac her. Doa't yon 
Amv whana henHDeidDBrried, the nnel ilwftTi 
^ ia t here U nolhing vorth reUtiog in tha 
««aT7 d*7 inradeuli of ■ family mrelej lad vbjr 
UUaot ■ resoDciliition annrer H well! I wiili 
Mtt all m; heart, her futore ixjt ma; pa» on 
|M ploaidly H to hare t^dr whole hiitorj son- 
^iaed in tbeae three wordi, kralth, ptact, and 
tuwi p eUnq/. Yet I would write to 700. tho<qA 
It vera 0UI7 to relate the il; trieki of in; favor- 
lt« poUgOrthe BiBi*Ueqaalitie>ofm7*ll iccom- 
plUi«d Fidelle ; aje, and I know you woald be 
(Ud to read ■ whole sheet of laoh traih, rather 
■hail I ihoald tmain tileut. Howerer, keep 
^ 'jwax ipiriti, and when I hear from .Mri. 
llHrDle7, haw the likei her uew reiiclenae, he. 
I will iulbrm jou — ontU when, adiea. 

ANNE, 



Woodlands, J\*ovetnB 
HAVING had time to look abou 
u little settled, I have taken up in 
yon how 1 like my situation. 1 bar 
to define ray sentiments on the subj 
thing is so much better than I thii 
be, every circumstance considcrec 
not satisfied. I cannot feel easy u 
of obligation, and I very much su 
roarquis is at the bottom of all the 
profusely provided in this place, 
so vain or romar.tically ridiculous, 
he has any sinister designs, or tha 
take the trouble of visiting me in th 
and by appearing suddenly befoi 
thought him in Ireland, supprise r 
pcarance of something very far fror 
Though ! am sensible this would I 
novel style, I believe such scene! 
take place in real life. But I thi 
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ipie 80 delicate, that I cannot discuss it -with 
I will therefore descrihe to you the cir- 
tances which give me uneasiness, and re- 
. your advice in what manner to conduct 
!lf; 

beo we ariived at the inn at Warwick, a 
nt in lively opened the chaise door, for 
1 he had been evidently waiting, and having 
red if it was not the gentleman and lady 
; to Woodlands, led the way to an apart- 
t where the cloth was laid for supper ; two 
candles were burning on the table, and with 
Led respect the young man informed Mr. 
dey that his master had written to him to } 

ure accommodations at the inn for that V 

:, AS he imagined the lady would be too u^uch r 

led to proceed to the mansion house with- 
repose ; then turning to me^ he asked, if he ^ 

Id send the chambermaid that I might look 
le chamber, far if I did not like it, I could 

it changed. Darnley answered in the ! 

native, and when the young man lefl the* I 

I, said, "This looks well, Sarah ; it looks at f 

• Richard meant to have us respected.'* To {. 

it appeared more than well, for though I 
V that a gentleman's steward was always 
oned as a respectable situation ia life,upon an 
iity with the better, and looked up to by the 
r class of tenants residing on the estate ; yet 
IS not often that the owner of the estate in- 
ited himself in such trivial eoncerns as the 
Tort and convenience of the steward's and his 
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"""H'li the direeti, 
«^ck..ow,edge it i. .^• 
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When bl«tkfktt was orer, I exprewed a de- 
tire to go immediately to my ne«r home, and in 
m fcrw moments, a Tery neat, plain travelling 
•hariot drew up to the door. '*Why do we not 
go in the post chaise, Mr. Damley ?'* said I. 
^Beeanse John informed me last night," he re- 
plied, "that this ehariot and pair are always ke))t 
mt Woodlands, for the use of the steward's 
family." **It is eertainly superfluous," said I, 
^a horse might have been necessary for you, 
Intt for my own part, 1 had rather walk at any 
time ; besides, I do not want a carriage at an- 
other person's expense.'* "But if it is customary 
for the steward to have the use of this chariot* 
why should we be particular in refusing such a 
eonvenience ?'* said he hastily. "John told me 
alio," he continued, "that he is to reside with 
tot, and that Sir Richard had written to his agent 
in LfOndon, to make arrangements with me con- 
oeming him there, for he hope4 he should give 
■Atisfaction. I forgot to tellyouitwas mentioned 
to me the day before I left town, that fifty 
pounds a year is added to our income on tlmt 
account, as it was aecessary that I should have 
a man to go on messages. Sec kc" 

I saw Mr. Damley was too well pleased in 
liavin^: so many eonveaiencea to refuse one of 
tbem ; so turned the conversation to the beauty 
of the country. It W2s a very fine morning, 
r.-«d you know, even late in October, autumn 
retains mneh of her beauty ; th- rich and glow- 
la^ tmtf whieh Tiriegate tha woodi, Iha tkflct 



yet, in my opinion, more es 
than the gay exuherance of f 
On our arrival at the mai 
us, its neat and retired situat 
pleasantly. The woodbine ai 
almost covered tlie front, hai 
as the house has a sooth asp' 
laid out with simplicity and t 
appropriated to kitchen I 
eyery thing useful ; a lar 
plenty of artichokes, and & 
fruit trees. The interior of 
too expensively fui'nished » a 
to me to he entirely new. 
with cottage chairs, perabrok 
a dining parlor with mahc 
drawing room, elegant chin 
curtains, &c. and two large g 
ornaments over the chimney, 
bed-chambers furnished witl 
ohintz ; with china srlass. k! 
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the least reeoneiles me to aeeepting these 
teommodations— >which is a note wbieh was 
id on a table in the chamber^ which I had 
leeted for mjself, when I retired for the night, 
id wbieh the ebambermaid told me John had 
;sired her to lay there. It was from Lady 
onrkef and the following is a copy. 

"te Mrt, DARJ^LEY, 

''THOUGH Lady Bourke baa not the plcas^ 
« of a personal acquaintance with Mrs. Darn- 
fy she knows and respects her character; she 
gs Mrs. D. to consider the fnmiture. See. 
tiieh she will find at Woodland Cottage, as her 
m ; atd use it as such, as long as the situa- 
•n Mr. Darnley holds, may render a rcs'r- 
nee there agreeable. Lady B. hopes Mrs. D. 
11 find every accommodation, and enjoy much 
ppiness in her new habitation.*' , 

Lady Bourke, I understand, is an Engllsl) 
)raan ; I hare written my acknowledgments 
her, and hope I am not imprudent in parta- 
ig of the comforts thus unexpectedly provided 
' roe. 

f have now only to pray that "Sir. Damler 
ly fill his station wonhily ; that lie may grov 
>d of domestic pleasure ; thrt he may meet 
th I'ational, respcclnble associates ; and thai 
y heart may be moulded to consider his hap- 
less its own, and that I may so conduct my- 
f, as never to give him wilful pain or offeaeo. 
11 



CTcr I WM in my life. 
Adien, 



Note bt the £ 

IT appears from a numbe 
passed between Mrs. Darnl 
that she oontinued to reside 
tage for a period of seven or 
these letters contained no ma 
-was thought better to supprei 
«n abstract of any oceun'enoe 
the reader to know, in ordei 
derstaudj[ng the subsequent le 

Mrs. Darnley's father ret 
"With a broken constitution, 
lioher than -when he left Fn 



248 

those defects. Though he could no longer prac- 
tise the vices which he hftd ever indulged in 
without restraint, yc-t it seemed his ehief plea- 
mre to retrace scenes of past riot and debatach- 
eiy ; and his conversation was in geaeral tnch 
that no delicate woman conld wish to remain 
long in his company. Unhappily, this was a 
companion too congenial to the mind of Damlcy, 
for him to avoid the contagion which such a 
character spreads around, and which, like the 
spotted pestilence, lays all waste and desolate. 
Peace, virtae, honor, full saerifices to its malig- 
nant influence. The voice of conscience is 
sileneed, religion totally neglected, and the most 
•hocking depravity pervades the whole system. 
Though Mrs. Damley was too delicate to make 
many complaints of the irregular conduct of two 
persons with whom she was so nearly connected, 
yet her friend Anne, who frequently visited her, 
delivered her sentiments very freely upon the 
■ubject in her letters to Elenor. An extract 
from one of these, which appears to have been 
written in the third year of Sarah's rendence at 
Woodlands, is particularly interesting, and there* 
fore it is givenrhere. 

JEixtract of a letter from Asi^b #o Elsnob. 

'^ have, since I have been with my dear 
8arah,this automn/onnd her particularly gloomy 
end depressed. The cause is evident, and needs 
no explanation. Damley's circumstances are 
•gain emberrassed, and St is with the utmost 
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\ay Tisit \ tor she is a good part of the time alon«. 
A.I her father aad Darnley go frequently to 
Warwick aad stay several days togetlier, I asked 
bar if he had long accustomed himself to be thus 
sstraoged from home. She aoswered with a 
ligh. Yes, that she did not possess the art of 
nakiug his home agreeable to him, and to eou- 
*ess a truth, were it not for his reputation's 
sake, which suffered from the company he asst^ 
Mated with, she was happier when he was away, 
than when he was at home. *'We were not 
made/' said she, "to constitute each other's hap -^ 
piniess ; our minds, our habits, our pursuits are 
toUllj dissimilar, and though we are chained to 
the oar« for the life of one of us, we have never 
18 jet made the discovery of any circumstance 
diAt might lighten the weight of the fetter, or 
prevent its galling us even to the quick." 

This eonversation passed one evening as we 
were walking out ; we had gone farther from 
home than we had intended, and a shower be- 
poning to fall pretty briskly, we looked around 
for some place of shelter, where we might stop 
aotil the rain ceased, or send home for a carriage. 
\ neat looking cottage presented itself, almost 
[lid in a tuft of willow trees; we hastened in, but 
the interior* of the habitation did not agree with 
the appearance of comfort the outside had de- 
noted. Every thing was mean and dirty ; six or 
siglit dirty ragged children were playing in the 
room, which seemed to answer for parlor, dinner 
•oom, and kitchen, all in one ; a miserable look.- 
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ire intcrmpted the woman's loquacity; but Sarah 
ad beard enough to awaken eu^osity. **Whoni 
o you mean ?" said she, "by Mr. Steward ?" 
■Why, Mr. What's-his-name tiiere,8irBichard'8 
teward ; he brought a fine madam they say, 
rom Warwick, and she and an old woman lived 
hree or four months in this here house, and 
kere this boy was born, and here she stayed until 
be was tired of him, or he of her, and so she 
rent off* ; I wish she had taken her bi'at with her." 

Mrs. Darnley could not support herself; and 
lioogh it continued to rain, she arose, walked 
:oward the window to hide her emotions, and 
iroposed going. I did not attempt to prevail on 
ler to stay, for 1 was sensible her being drenched 
iirough with rain would not to her be move 
Ungerous or painful, than to endure the con- 
rersation of this woman. She hurried home 
irithout speaking, and went immediately to her 
3wn apartment, only saying as slie pasfcd up 
stairs, "Anne, change your clothes ininicdiRtcly, 
ind have a glass of wine." <* Will you do the 
same, my dear Sarah ?" said I. She replied, 
''Yes, certainly," and 1 saw her no more until 
mpper time. 

Darnley was in the room when I went down ; 
le was lolling on a sofa, and whistliisg in a 
Lbonghtless, unconcerned manner. He liad just 
nquircd for his wile ; when, hearing her foot 
on the stairs, he started upon his feet, and i;oln&; 
:o the door to meet her, said pecvi«lily, ""VVhcre 
.he devil have you been all this evening ? it is 
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orders that it be brought home, and I will sec it 
Is properlj taken care of; bat let me entreat 
joa not to add to the offence already committed 
against religion and morality, the unpardonable 
one of leaving your offspiing to perish." 
JD— nt— n," said he, throwing down his knife and 
fork, ''of all the plagues a man can have, a mor- 
alizing, sentimental, canting, hypocritical wife, 
is the worst. What the devil business had yon 
to bcL prying into matters that did not concern 
700 ? Such troublesome, curious, Jealous women 
are the torment of men's lives." "Will vou 
send the child home ?" said she, endeavoring at 
eomposure. "Tou may take the child, and its 
mother, and the nurse* and all her dirty brats, 
and all go to -— — together, so as I hear nothing 
more of you." 

"Grant me patience. Heaven !" said she, rising 
hastily from table, and rushing out of the room. 
IVhen, will you believe it ? He rang the bell 
Tery deliberately, and with the roost perfect 
appearance of composure bade the servant clear 
the table; then turning to me, said, "As Sarah 
is so indisposed, I wiU'not disturb her to-night; 
perhaps you will like to take my place ;" then 
Ikidding the servant order a bed in one of the 
spare rooms to be got ready for him, he bade ine 
good night. How my dear Sarah spent the 
•ight, may he easily imagined. However, in the 
morning she gave orders for the child to be 
Ibrougbt home ; appointed a room as much oat 
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whence he had brought an amiable wife and 
two lovely children, will give a better picture of 
her mind, situatioA andfeeliogSy than any trans- 
cript could possiblj do. 



LETTER XXXV. 

SARAH TO FREDERIC. 

you are returned to jour native land, my 
dearest brother, and have brought with you 
love and peace : Heaven grant thev may long, 
Tcry long, be the inmates of your dwelling, the 
solace of your heart. 

Many are the changes that have taken place, 
since last we met. Am I happier ? you ask- 
perhaps I may be thought so— perhaps I am so, 
if absence of pain is pleasure ; then the torpid 
state into which my heart is fallen is hapiiiness. 
I have suffered mpch, my brother, but ray sniTor- 
ings are ended. I seldom weep now-^but then 
las seldom smile; and my heart, which once 
would bound and flutter with indescribable sensa- 
tion, now in dull and monotonous pulsations, 
receives and discharges the vital fluid in slow, 
unvaried measore. I'redcric, this is npt.hap- 
pi ness. 
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Eld will be beiftfited bj eoiTeetioD,givea by one 

10 knows not how to correot himself ? 

The last time my heart felt acutely, was in 
e loss ■of my valued Anne. I had a friend- 
tat that is an iBexhaustible soaree ; the tears 

11 gfuh forth when I remember I have a friepd 
loDf^r. Toa will say, you are my friend. I 

tow you are, as much as any man can be the 
ead of a sister, when be has a wife and eKildren 
lom he loTes sincerely, ardently, and who 
lerre to be so beloved. Connubial love ! do- 
wtie felicity ! are ye then realities ? Alas, to 
ff ye have been like fairy tales, credited in- 
ed in youth, but never experienced in any part 
life. 

Yoa inquire eoneerning our finances ; we are 
ither rich nor poor ; our circumstances are in 
iaon with my feelings { no luxuries to enjo}', 
» pressing wants to lament. What you heaixi 
the marquis's legacy is true ; in addition to 
lich, Damley has employment in the ware- 
use of a manufacturing company, to receive 
ders, and note them in a day book ; for this he 
iceives a stipend of sixty pounds per annum. 
Te occupy a very small house, moi'e like a cot- 
ge than any thing else, about half a mile from 
.e town ; our whole establishment consists of 
le girl to do the drudgery, my little Charles, 
[r. Damley, and myself. Could yoa copie and 
IB mc, methinks my heart would once more 
eat with pleasure, and would fortune permit 
te to embrace the wife of your cMce, and your 



Editor's h 

[7« another letter bearing d 
ttftet the preceding, tve 
paragraphii evidently % 
LcTvU had visited her.^ 

'*You are pleased with oui 
the little society tliat surroi 
you are ; I do not wonder at 
ex])ress of the mauuers, cOn 
eral character of our good c 
He is all that maa ought t( 
residence among us, it see 
aM akened to the joys of soc 
let my heart stand open to 
liad such a man heen presi 
in early life> I ihoald have e 
ent sentiment' to what I ha 
Pei*hai)8 I do not orooerh 
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ar poverty, eontempt, reproach, yes, all 
laches but tliose of my own heart ; hut 
'ng him, as I do, the first of human beings, 
d never commit any action that would 
me in his esteem, or expose him lo the 
mpt of the world. I ever thought, and 
ow more fully ^onvineed, that the woman 
experiences the sentiment which alone is 
"▼ing the name of love in all its purity, can 

* be guilty of aught that would call a blush 
r own cheek, or brand the object of her 
rn with mfamy. 

«m not hypocrite sufficient to offer an 
igy for the candid avowal of my sentiments 
sgard to Mr. Hay ley. They are not the 
lie of a momentaiy passion, they are the 
t of reason and observation. I feel that his 
:m is necessary to my peace of mind, and 
ttain that esteem is so desirable an object, 
it htt aroused the sleeping faculties of my 

And called them into action. I have now 
i pleasurable object in view ; I pursue some 

• amusement ; I execute some little work of 
:, or fancy $ I practise a new air upon ray 
IF, or from my window sketch the outline 
landscape, or a group of sportive children, 
have the hope of reeeiving approbation 

k one of whose judgment I have the highest 

ion, and who I know, if he cannot praise 

truth, will remain silent. I offer no apol- 

No> why should I ? You require none. 

uainted as you are witK my strong sense <\C 



-'-' w*c vuvraecer of t 
'Will dismiss all fear. 

But mistake me not ; 

ray husband, nor the di 

wire, binds me to Darr 

tie he has himself volu 

broken; but 1 have ne 

duty, I am his vife. ho\ 

did! never can. Thoa| 

proper means to conciliat 

would have soon become ] 

for unbounded tenderness 

expanded ; they were re 

and shrank again within ii 

found a source of happines 

honor does not disallow, ^ 

for one, who never studied 

self gratification his lole ob 

er, if I am to be a stranger 

ideas of it are in unison wit! 

unacquainted with it forevei 
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LETTBR XXXVI. 

SARAH TO FUEDERIC. 

J^ovember, 1794. 

MT brother, the world and 1 hare done with 
each other ; the grave yawns, I stand thivering 
OQ its hriiik, and whUpering spirits seem to saf , 
*'a moment more, and yon will burst through 
the veil of mortality, and stand iu the presenoe 
of the Eternal." 1 have surveyed my past life^ 
And what does it appear ? a vast blank, on whieh 
my history may be written in one eipressif e 
word, diMappgintment. I have lived for others, 
lest to myself. 

In the eai'ly part of my life, the friendship of 
Anne was a firm rock on wluch I could rest se- 
cure, even though the daihing tempests ofcalum- 
iiy and persecution threatened to whelm my de- 
voted bark. She passed to her place of rest, 
aad the ice of indifference benumbed with its 
petrifying power every sensation of my soul. 
Separated from every being with whom I could 
hold communion ; thrown among strangers at a 
period of life, when, though the senilbility is sup- 
posed not to be so impetuous as in youth, yet when 
called into action by merit, and sanctioned by rea- 
son, it is more lasting, more powerful; and be- 
ing divested oC passion, becomes at once a source 
of delight, and an enciteroent to all that is laud- 
able and praise worthy. 

I'hus situated, with discernment to discover. - 



««»ne «nd iMtiog fricn, 

the color of my ate bee 
I eannot describe to yo« 
vaded my mind when I 
one worthy being in th 
Pwcc. my reputation, m 
9"ence. l »„ „^„^„^ 

t>»e disporition , butafte 

kad of the duplicity, ^eal 
of the world, i, it ,„ .„. 

« hec,rc)eofri,ito™vl. 

cietyofmypl,eeofre.idc 

e>7 advanee to coi.fidenti 

Wmy own sex, I have. 

»ho are formed for more , 

•nhour. Tour ,ex. In ge, 

'^''^o «o»'Mer women i 

that they oftener treat u.i: 

"""«'' "•»" intelligent heir 

*d enough to oonfew, it is 

own fault, that we nn 



S00 

of lanshine, whieh gmve me a full con- 
'^ieUon that kappincM was attainable in this 
'worU ; thongh it was plaeed bejond mj J^^sp* 
"When I first married, had we each pnrsaed a 
difierent course to what we nnfortanatcly took, 
•W9 might have come Terj near happiness, at 
least, as near as any one can approach it in a 
laarrieil state, whose heart is silent to the Ian- 
Kttage of affection ; bet my soul refused to com- 
oanfie with a sensualist, and where love really 
ezUts it requires so many delicate attentions, 
•aeh a decency of manner, parity of Ungus}!^, 
and eleanlioess of person, to keep it alive after 
to near a connexion has taken place ; that where 
■II those circumstances are entirely neglected, or 
the direct contrary practised, it could ncrer be 
expected to arise in a heart where it had ncTcr 
the smallest prerious admission. Want of confi- 
dcDce in a husband, is death to the affection of a 
vife, and she who is by turns the sUtc of capri- 
flians passieo, or the object of contempt or neg- 
lect, if she is possessed of the least degree of del- 
ieacy and feeling, must suffer a bondage more 
^^•eTere than the alave who is chained to the 
•ar. 

• I think, my good and dear Frederic, that this 
will be the last letter I shall ever write you. My 
health luu been declining for scTeral mouths. 
My strength fails daily, and it has cost me many 
trials to write this. I wish you could come and 
~~ see me before I go hence ; but the distance is 
great, aad I kndw yotr fiaances are bounded. I 
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ful eye upoo him, and ev 
coiuiftellor ; I have nought 
hut my hlessing ; and yet 
him an invaluahle treasori 
friend. Adien. 



LBTTSa S 
SARAH TO 

I THOUGHT when 1 
yon, dear Frederic, that I 
some my pen: the lani 
faintly glimmered, and i1 
smallest hreath, from th 
have extinguished it foi 
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encounter, yet my weak frame sunk not under 
t» snd I hare aeted, I hope, as a Christian should* 
it is about ten days since, that Mr. Hayley called 
na me in the morning, and asked me if I vas 
idequate to taking a short ride and makihg a 
abaritable risit? This, in fine weather, he has 
K|«quent1y done, since my increased debility, 
llwaya taking care to hold oat some ohject, the 
^rsiiit of whTch might engage me to take the 
mereise, though the languor of my strength 
Uid spirits might lead me to decUne exertion. 

I felt uncommonly chcerrul that morning, and 
Darnley seconding his entreaty, I complied. 
"When Mr. Ilayley and myself were se»ted in 
the chaise, he told me there was an old woman 
in the neighhorhood of our village, who had been 
"Very ill of a fever ; that when her life was des- 
paired of, he had been sent for to pray with her; 
that on visiting her, he found her delirious, and 
that she had several times called on my name in 
•ach a manner, as led him to suppose she had 
iajared me. Upon her partial recovery he 

questioned her. 

• • • • • 

^ From the day of this excursion, 1 have beea 
endeaToring to gain strength and composure to 

iBfonn yoa of the interview. 

• • • • • 

■ It is in Tain, ray heart sickens at her name. 

G«l of mercy ! oh, pour thy peace upon my soul, 

that I may enter into thy presence in charity 

' with all ; bend ! oh bend, tikis stubborn heart ! 

which, though it forgives, cannot forget 



The approaches of death' arc 
thia fluttering at my heart— 
sJQg of the Aliaightj rest upoo 



LETTSlt XXXV 
Bcv. Ebwaed Hatlbt to P»b»i 

THE painful taak has faUeii 
form you, that the moital par 
Mrs. Darnley, rests on its Is 
h4?e strong reason to hope and 
soul rejoices in the presenee 
She slept in death on the \Si 
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ap with her from childhood, and who knew and 
■Mtly appreciated her valne ! 
-■£ncl(Med is a letter, which> as its writing was 
Kteoded with pecoliarly affecting circumstances, 
I imagine will be extremely yaluable to yoQ. 
Mrs. Darnley desired me to acquaint you with 
circumstance she there alluded ta I must 

^Tioasly inform you, that during your sister^s 
illndts, the greatest pleasure she could enjoy 
riding round the village, and visiting the 
poor, the sick, and the afflicted ; and though 
nrom Tarjous cireumstanees, I have reason to 
■oppose she was not rich ; it was astonishing to 
■ee by how many wsys she would assist, eom- 
Bort and relieve the necessitous ; practically 
•hewing, that where the desire of being useful 
pxists in the heart, the means will always be 
IDund. ' And a trifle bestowed in warm clothing, 
ready for wearing, and a few of the comforts of 
lUb to the sick and aged, such as sago, tea, sugar, a 
little wine, chocolate, or coffee, distributed with 
diseriminatioD, will do more essential serriee^ 

in hundreds lavished without jodgmeDt by 
hand of prodigality. As I frequently had 

Ce hooer of attending her in these ezcurtioiiit 
r. Darnley being prevented that pleasure by 
h» employment, I wase^rertdieitous to discovee 
llpeeta that would interest her ; as for many 
Veeks previous to her dissolution, ao other 
IMeana would promote -the desired end of her 
taking air and exercise. I now proceed with the 
^prrative the dear deceased was unable to finish^ 
Hytinniig from where she broke off. 



knevtr so weH how to supply with di 
I clid not attempt any thing myself 
her better judgment to direet roe. 
a middle aged woman with her, whof 
language and appearance^ indicated t 
not been always the child of abject pc 
On the niorning when I accomp 
Damley to the lodgings of the invi 
name I then understood was Manner 
panion was absent. Mrs. Damley 
the bed, and addressed her in those 
accents which ever flowed from her 1 
old womnn was so agitated, that fo 
she could not speak, at length she 
**Forgive— 1 am punished— rice is 
ward." "Who are you ?" said Mi 
but before she couk) reoeiTc an 
companion entered. *<Good God 
the woman, starting hack. "Jessey- 
ain !'' said your sister, witli quickoc 
'"^ — *iwu«oh oDuresset 
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•Jlp {he winddw, tnd seeing some drops en tlie 

"tible^poared a little into some water, and entreat- 

"Ai her to swallow it S&e recoTered her Toicc, 

•ad taming again to the person in the bed, she 

Slid, "U it possible that yoa can be Mrs. Bell- 

imy ?•* I will not pretend to describe the scene 

titt ensued. 1 almost forced Mrs. Darnlcyoiii. 

tf the house, tml hastened her home, bitterly 

Vq^ntiug my oflltionsness in taking her to Tisit 

these women. 9he retired immediately to her 

•vn apartment, oitlf requesting to see me in 

I ^ erening. When I went, I found her ex- 

l tkemely low ; in a few short, but emphatic sen- 

^^es, she gaye me to understand that she had 

(ikeeiTed from both these women the hi«;hest 

Mnrles that one human being can receive from 

fftiMlier ; her peace of mind had been destroyed, 

t domestic quiet broken, her character calum- 
tA. She thus concluded. '*l had hoped to 
^9ife died without again beholding those disgraces 
|t4 womanhood ; bnt this is no time to indulge 
V^Mentment, 1 have too much need of forgive ncsit 
^lyaelf to hold enmity i^ith any one. You say 
*^ey are distressed. What little Is in my ptiwcr, 
f will cheerfully do for them, hut indeed I cannot 
1^ them again." Then afXer a short pause, she 
Witinued : "I will confess I am at a loss to ac- 
^Mnt for their present distressed situation. I 
MtHh, Mr. Hayley, you would sec them." 

I readily promised to visit thep, obtain nil the 
"^formation in my power, and administer to tlicii* 
^oessities. I found Mra. Bellamy Ua^I l\c«vv 
12 



mother, untily in the Terj U 

victim to disease ARd wretch 

prison. Thus the sins of the 

upon the child. Jessej Ron 

companion of Mrs. Belhm) 

selves reduced to the Toy 1 

finances, they resolved to 1 

Bngfand. Thejr emhail»d 

variety of eonoarring eirean 

sick and destitnte on the eoi 

they fell under my notice. ' 

seems hastening to hef fins 

are great, nor can I inspin 

hope that penitence iriUoibt 

Judge. *'I cannot think ol 

"for I cannot prove my sine 

course of 'life." 

* • • 

Mrs. Qamley, from the 
aate visit, drooped hourl; 



lie other end of the roora, when we heard liep 
iceAthe « deep sigh ; a deathly paleness over- 
l^read her faec, the pen fell from her fingers, 
aid before we could get to her, she sank lifeless 
mck in her chair. We lifted her on the bed. 
Hid sammoned assistance; in about half an 
ifmr, respiration returned, and lifting her djing 
qf«s with an expression, never to be eraced from 
^ memorjf sho said faintly, '<It is the last 
^krnggle.*' This wat ahoot five in the afternoon ; 
ipon the arrival of the physicim, he pronounced 
jhmt she would never agai n leave her bed, though 
he might possibly linger Ihrei or four days, but 
jpell probability a much shorter period would 
poae the scene. During the night, she had 
ipveral hours of composed rest. I did not leave 
Khe house ; my heaK was wrung with inexpressi* 
||le anguish, and Mr. Dam ley stood in need of 
temfort and support ; indeed, at times, it seemed 
■■if his reason would forsake him ; he execrated 
himself, execrated the women, whose pi^esence he 
imagined had hastened the approaching dissolu- 
tion of his wifb Mr. Lewis, it was a night of 
diatress and misery. About sun rise, being told 
that 1 was in the house, she desired to see mc. 
ujdj worthy friend," said she, "God lias been 
very good to me, and has affortlcd mc a shoi-t 
repose to recruit my strength, that I may per* 
iferm all ray duties before I go heiiee. I wish (o 
;|^takti of ihe solemn rite of the Loi\l*s supper ; 
Mil you pray by me and administer it ? t)iat I 
^Hfeajf die in peace with all my fclIo\v creature^ 
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•" •'* *lio have !,«, , 

«»"««.« to A,,. D 
Clwrlea bet*«.., ' 

•""•band, «i„i„,„. 
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e Ticet, not themselveB, towards vkom I 
•ithed that sentiment ** Then folding her 
js, and elevating her ejes irith the most 
iting ferror, she audibly repeated the Lord's 
rer, and taming her face tovard me, begged ' ^ 

to proceed in my olHee. I do assure ^'ou, 
■ lir^ it was with the utmost difficulty that I 
d perform the service; my voice was clioaked^ 
I I'ould scarcely restrain the sobs that labor- 
Q my convulsed bosom. ; a sweet and solemn 
mity pervaded her voice and countenance as 
joined in the responses. When it was over, 
embraced us all ; the chill of death was <ui 
lips which pressed against my cheek. *'Itis 
iwful thing to die," said she, "to stand in the 
icnce of a God of purity ; oh ! what have I 
•lead ?-— nothing— and only that I know. He, 

said, "Laaarus, come forth," and the dead 
yed his voice, can and will purify me from my 
Dces, I should fear greatly. But he hassaid9 
jQA the resurrection and the Iife,and whosoever 
eveth on me shall not peiish" Her voice 
:red, she sunk back, her eyes were fixed up- 
ds> and her ardent spirit took its flight to the 
iq^il of immortality. 

SUr this account of her exit, to offer | any 
sg by way of consolation, would be iiupcr* 
:nt and superfluous. 1 will therefore drop ray 

1 after having entreated a continuance of your 
ndship. I am, dear sir. 

Yours with esteem, 

EDWARD HATLBY. 
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